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documentary evidenoe of a publie charaeter that
I might cal1 for, sud that I was to proceed to
hear sud deteruîine the matter of the appeal
under the power sud provisions of sub-sec. 8 of
sec. 71, of the Assessment Act, it being under-
stood that I might use my personal kuowledge
iu such determination, and to this ail the muni-
cipalities sppenring assented.

The equalization madle b>' the Count>' Council,
irnd the table upon which tbey acted, were put
lu evidence in the regular way sud the roiles for
1868 were like-wise produced, upon the cati of
the appellants, fromn the custody of the county
clerk, who also subsequently furnished certain
gta.tements or abstracts fromn the roiles (the
oorrectness of which 1 tested for myself).

No otber evideuce wss given or tendered te mie
on bebaîf of auy municipality in the couuty, sud
I have in fact heen left to determine upon the
saine material that was or ought to have' been
before the Couiity Council iu making the equai-
izaticu. And upon that material in the absence
of any other evidence I have equalized the whole
assessment of the county, sud lu so coing deter-
mined necemsarily the specifie matters appealed.

It was understood, 1 know, that I was not to
go into the reasous why I had arrived at certain
conolusione, why decided iu a certain way-but
Muipl>' to give judgment; yet, as 1 had neces-
uii> to decide te the best of my abilit>' the
matter of law argued before me. I thiuk it right
te state the grounds which led ni> mind to a
conclusion as te the proper construction of the
làv.

The assessments are madle iu each municipality
by a local ùificer appoiuted for the purpose b>'
the corporation of the town or township.

* The work of twenty-three or more officers,
eadh acting independentl>' lu performing a diffi-
cuit duty, 18 not likely to present resuits show-
ing a just relation between ail the valuations
throughout a county.

la respect te the question of value also, ii i8
not easy to saîisfy the judgmeut, sud no two per-
sons, I arn sure, would bu likely without confer-
ence or inter- communication, to arrive at siinilar
reauits even upon sirnilar material. Iu pont of
education. lu sondness cf judgmuut, aud iu
fitnees for the dut>' there musit bu a great divursity
amongst the àscssors.

The law net providing for the assessmeut for
the whole caunty b>' s lirnited number of moen,
acting together aud gnided and goverued by uni-
forin principles, but by separate sud independeut
fel',ators, it was obviolis that great injustice
might bu wrought if every muuicipality was lu
efflect, allowed te s>' bow much it would contri-
bute ta a couuty rate, and so doubtless the pro-
vision in sec. 71, was macle te enable the County
Oouncil su to deal with the valuations made b>'
individuafl Assessors, as te make themn preseut a,
just basis lu spportioning a couuty rate.

1The section referred te shows how this lu te
bu accornplished.

Fir8t. The reils for the preceding year are
teube exarnined by the Council cf the Count>' "for
the purpose ef ascereaining 'whethor the valua'.
tiens macle by th.e assessors in each township,
town or village bear a just relation te the valua-
tien so madle lu aIl such townships, towus sud
villages."

ýSecond. The>' muet, accordiug s justice
niy> require, iucrease or deerease tic aggregate

valuations of property (of real and of personal
property) in any townîship, town or village, by
adding or dîdneting s0 rnuch per centum as may,
iu their opition. be necessary to produce a just
relation between ail the valuations of real and
pergonal estate throughout the cnuttY.

This dut: itý is made incurobent upon Couuty
Councils to perform, and the object to be accom-
plished 18 llainly indicated, viz :-That property
met down imoue or more townships or towns at liait
or one-tentri it rnay be of its value,-the valua-
tions iu ot her towns or townships being but 10 per
cent, or so-ne other figure under actual. worth-
mayuot be illowed to --o remain, but by deducting
from sOme, or adding to others, or otherwise by

levellrng up or down to some one standard, ail
rnay be brcught into just relations of value over
the whole County. In doing this, bowever, there
18 a restriction in the latter part of the clause,
That the aggregste valuation for the whole
couuty is flot to be reduced ; the figuriug
uiay be increased, but is not to be broughit below
the sum of the aggregate values on the rolis;
the just )elation in value spoken of in section
71, bleiug produced by the action of the Councl
as statted hberein.

Sub-settion 2 discrirninates between towu snd
cofutry property, declaring as I understand it,
that towu property as conipared with country
property, shall be arbitrarily reduced to three-
fiftbs.

I arn Ptessed 'with the diffeculty of recolicilit2g
the language in the first and second sub-sections.
But when I look at the obvious intention of the
law, 1 cutnot think the legisîsture invited aud
directed the Councils tri do that 'which in the
next lino (if the sub-section is to be coustrued as
leaving tlier, the County Council, offly a minis-
terial dut>' as regards towns) the>' are prohibited
from coing.

B>' the first sub-section, the council are to,
"1examfipt the roîls of lown8, villages, and town-
shlps. " Why examine the roils of towns, villages,
aud townships? Why eximine tbe roile of towna
uuless for the purpose sfter-meutioued ? They
are to see wbether the valuations in the towns
and villages (iowns again) are in just relation te
the valuatious lu ail the town8 and villages
alid townships in the count>' aud the>' msy ti-

crease or deceaqe the valuations in any, flot a
township only, but in an>' toivs, village or town-
ship adding or deductiug, &o. Towns and vil-
lages are mntioued no less than four times in
the clause, sud in direct connection with town-
ships, sud the power of the Couuty Council to
deal 'with theni. If it was intended that County
Councils should have no power to ceai with townsu
and villages, I canuot thiuk the language refer-
red te wiould have been used. A strong îîrgument
against the construction conteuded for by the
appellants, lies in this, that if section 2 is to bu'
Bo read as to disable Councils fromn doiug ûny MOr"
towarda equalization than taking the interest OS

the amounts at 6 per cent aud capitaliziug SC 10,
per cent as the aggregate valuation for townu, il
wouid be in the power of the assessor Of ànY.
town or village, te fix the proportionl ,pSyablG
b>' his municipality on a count>' rate, sud the
CountY (ouncil would be bouud simply to regis-
ter the wroug. I can see neither reason nov
justice in allowing oouncils tri decrease or in-
crease the aggregate valuations of township a-
setzsors, but disabling thomn fron 'doiug 80 in1 the
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