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When. the Lord Jesus was made man, He became entirely dependent
upon the Word of God, He submitted Himself wholly to it. His mother
taught it Him. The teachors of Nazareth instructed Him in it. In medita-
tion and prayer, in the exercise of obedience and faith, He was led during
his silent years of preparation, to understand and appropriate it. The Word
of the Father was to the Son the life of Hissoul. What He said in the
wilderness was spoken from His inmost personal experience : ‘ Man shall
not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth
of God.” He felt He could not live but as the Word brought Him the life
of the Father. His whole life was a life of faith, depending on the Word of
God the Father. The Word was to Him not instead of the Father, but the
vehicle for the living fellowship with the living God. And He had His whole
mind and heurt so filled with it, that the J .oly Spirit could at each moment
find within Him, all ready for use, the right word to suggest just as He
needed it.

Child of God! would you become a man of God, strong in faith, full of
blessing, rich in fruit to the glory of God, be full of the Word of God. Like
Christ, make the Word your bread. Let it dwell richly in you. Have your
heart full of it. Teed on it. Believe it. Obey it. Ii is only by believing
and obeying that the Word can enter into our inward pavis, into our very
being. Take it day by day as the Word that proceedeth, not has proceeded,
but proceedeth, is proceeding out of the mouth of God, as the Word of the
living God, who in it holds living fellowship with His children, and speaks
to them in living power. Take your thoughts of God’s will, and God’s work,
and God’s purpose with you, and the world, not from the Church, not from °
Christians around you, but from the Word taught you by the Father, and
like Christ you will be able to fulfil. all that is written in the Scripture
concerning you.

In Christ’s use of Scripture the most remarkable thing is this : He found
Himself there; He saw there His own image and likeness. And He gave
Himself to the fulfilment of what He found written there. It was this that
encouraged Him under the bitterest sufferings, and strengthened Him for
the most difficult work. Everywhere He saw traced by God’s own hand the
divine waymark: through suffering to glory. He had but one thought: to be
what the Father had said Be should be, t» have His life correspond exactly
to the image of what He should be as He fuund it in the Word of God.

Disciple of Jesus, in the Scriptures thy likeness too is to be found, a
picture of what the Father means thee to be. Seek to have a deep and clear
impression of what the Father says in His Word that thou shouldest be. If
this is once fully understood, it is inconceivable what courage it will give to
conquer every difficulty. To know, it is ordained of God; I have seen
what has been written concerning me in God's Book; I have seen the image
of what I am called in God’s counsel to be : this thought inspires the soul
with a faith that conquers the world. .

The Lord Jesus found His own image not only in the institutions, but
specially in the believers of the Old Testament. Moses and Aaron, Joshua,
David, and tlié Prophets, wers types. And so Be is Himself agair the
image of believers in the New Testament. It is especially in Him anw His
example that we must find niir own image in the Scriptures. * To be changed
into the same image, from glory to glo.y, by the Spirit of the Lord,” we
must in the Scripture-glass gaze on that image as our own. In order to
accomplish His work in us, the Spirit teaches us to take Christ as in very
dea% our exampie, and to gaze on overy feature as the promise of what we
can be. :

Blessed the Christian who has truly done this : who has not oniy found
Jesus in the Scriptures, but also in His image the promise and example of
waat He is to become. Blessed the Christian who yields himself to be taugh$
by the Holy Spirit not to indulge in ®uman thoughts as to the Scriptures




