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sermons set clownm for the cercmony. The nievspatper nientioned
devotes a coluns or more of its space %veekly to thc publication in
Celtic type of articles, legends.and short stories wvritteili;n Irish.

As iii a similar but a restricted attempt a half century ago,

one of the miost conspicuious figures in the novemient,-inlced its
president,-is a I'rotcstant, Dr. Douglas Hyde, who, thoughi not su
strong oppuar a poet as bks prototype, Thomas Davis, is yet a
distinguishiec mnan of letters. He is a graceful and forcible wvriter,
a frequent contributor to the leading rnagazines and the author of

-several fine %vorks, notably, ''The Literary History of Irelatnd,"
which is a mine of wealth for the Gaelic student. H-e speaks and
wvrites I rish %vith as iiiicli ease and force as Englisli. He
w'as born and broughit up iii Irishi-speaking Connaugbit, and iii an

environmcent which bhas left its impress upon his work, for of

present-day writers, lie is the most Celtie w~e have. Like Davis,

also, lie is a graduate of Trinity College, Dublin. To both, hio%-
ever, the Spiritual, no less than the literary, treasures of the Irish
lanrguage have, clearly, appealed, their vitgs sboviinga.- breadîhi
and ICatholicity of view~, wvhich are flot a characteristic of thieir
al/ma mater. Davi-:s's well-known essay on 'l Our National Lan-

guItagre, 'i and Hyde's recent contribution on the saie subject Io
Flic Pilot, London, wlherein lie argues t.bat a kniowvlezlge of the old

tongoue diffrentiates, iii certain intellectual traits, the people of tic
1Iris l-speaking &s~tricts fromn the vast majority of thleir tellowv-

countrymien in other parts of I reland, have much iii comimon. Tlie
limiits of UIl present paper forbid a formai comparison of the two
essavs, but a fev short extracts fromi Dr. Hyde's, to inîdi-

Ille grroUnds upon wvbicli lie bases his argument, are essential hiere.
There are" lie says, &' exclusive of the variations proclueed

by blood and locality, three broad classes of Celtic peasants to-day,
wvho, althoughi of thc saie stock, bistory and environient, are iii

consequence of artificial training, of 'vllollv- differeîît int.ellectual
compluxioîi and capacity.

«"4There is hrst the Celtic peasantry of the eastern counties,
mvbose na.tive, langcuagýýe bas been Englisil for twvo or Uîree grenera-

tions, anid froîn wvhose inids the schools estahlisbied by the Englishi
Govertnîent blave inlade a clean sweep of past tradition and naitive


