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MOLIÈRE.

'Rien ne manque «à sa gloire ; il mnquait à la notre."

T is Molière ". ansivered Boileau, the great critic, whicn
Louis XI\T, thxe Augustus of France, asked hinmLIII "Who is the greatest poet of the century ? "Consid-

-ering the brilliant g-alaxy of poets lhat were his con-
tcnmporaries, looking at that plelade of literai-y giants: Corneille,
Racine, LaFontaine, and B3oileau himself, who have %vorn foar their
age the name of Le Grand Siècle, what reater glory could be his,
what loftier pedestal of famne could hie be placed upon ilhan that
fi-rn whose heitght lie cati look down on those xlio themnselves
xvould have crowned axîy age Nvith imrnortalityP And tlîis from the
lips of the legisiator of the Frencli Farnassus, the Horace of tlue
scventeenth century.

Many wvlo prefer the tragic to the comic art, or wvho are dis-
posed to favor the simple tales of La Fontaine, may find the eulo,-y

unnîerited oeagerated, rnay say witlî the the king< 1 did not
think so." I-lowever this nîay be (it is a niatter of taste), onîe
thing is certain, and it rests not on the authority of 0one mian, but
on the unanimous verdict of the literai-y world, Molière is the
greatest comic poet, tuot of France, flot of the sixteenth century,
but of ail countries and aIl ages. Whilic Homer, Virgil, Dante
aîîd Milton dispute the palmi of rpic poetry; wvhile Shîakespeare,
Racine, and G3oethe, are placed on an equal footinîg in tragedy;
wlhile it is a question as to who among the lyrie poets deserves
to be crowned king of the P.-indarie i-e lm, Molière stands aloft on
his pinîîacle admittiîîg of no coniparison, sufferin- no rival.

In a stud) of tlîis kind it would not be more pertinent to
give a biograplîv of Molière tlîan for any modern essayist to tel]
us that Shakespeare wvas born at Stratford-on-Avon, Napoleon in
Coi-sica; thiat Alexanîder was a Macedoniani, and Caesar a Roman.
With these mii the details of their private life are hidden, wve
might almost say forgyotton, in the contemplation of thecy great wvorks
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