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in î868, supported tlîcm in the speelà îhichi ended wvit1 the
words :-Il Cut it (loNn, why cumbereth it the grouind ? "

Office came to hirn wvhen tlic Liberals carne in 1869, and
no lcss an office tlîan tixe Chanccflorship) of tixe Exchiequer.
H-is budget wvas a brilliant filire, the c "match-tax " furnlishied
mateial for the comic papers and burlesques, and MIr. Lowe
fouind hiruseif the best abuscd and most laughied at man in
England.

The wvriter re-enîbers the performance of a burlesque in
the year 1870, whien MIr. Gladstone's historical collars, Mr.
Lowve's white eyebrows, and Mr. Ayrton's fascinating smile,
wverc poxtrayed to tixe liCe in a 'pas de tr-ois..' The Lord
Chamberlain put in his veto after ail London liad crowded to
sec the performance, Finally M'ýr. Gladstone tookc the Ex-
chequer to imiself, and Mr. Lowe %vent to the Home Office,
a dificult position, %vhere evcry statesmian bccomes unpopu-
lar, and where probably it wvas thoughit that the neîv accu-
pant wvould find a congenial atrruosphere.

After tixe fail of the Liberal innstry in 1874, Mr Lowe
ceased to lie a political force. Occasionally lie spoke in thi'.
I-buse of Commons, and alwvays wvas histened to wvatli attention,
but it wvas felt that lie, at least, merited Mr Disraeli's fanions
illustration of the ''extinct volcanos," aplied to ]lis opponents
in a speech at Manchester. And wlhen once more the tables
vei-e turned in MSo, and the Midiothian canipaign broughit

in 'Mr. Gladstone at the head of a large maizjarity, only the
least imstructed of pi-ophets exp)ecteil to find Mr Lowc'sname
included in the newî cabinet. le rcceivcd a peerage, and
after that only tva events x%'ere recorded iii ]is life, qîe pub-
lication of a volume of pocrus, clîiefly translations and epi-
grains, dating frorn ]lis xuiversity days, and -t second narriage.

The wvriter of this notice rcmnembers seeing hlim in the year
iS86 on the occasion of a garden party given by Lady Dysart
at flic historie mansion of I-mm Huse. It ivas thýe first
timne iii the meniory of man that the old lîouse liad been
opemîed for any suchb hospitality, and aIl the notabilities of
London wvere present.

It wvas a most interesting siglit, to behold the celebrities of
the day, politicians, artists, actors, society beauti2s. But wvhen
a voice -,vas hecard saying, IlLook, there goes Shierbrooke,"
a vivid curiosity caused the groîîp to turn their heads. Entire-
ly blind, 'Robert Low'e -%vas gutided by bis youing ivife. Ilie
nîarkied features recalled Tenniel's frequent caricatures of the
past, and indeed no face lent itself so easily to satirie dcli-
neation. Tfle figure wvas stili crect and vigoraus, but sortie-
how one seemed to bc looking on a chai-acter of a past age.
The political excitement of that moment (July i 386) ,vas the
fail of Mr. Gladstone's third nlinistry on the rejection of his
Home mile measuire. The mnatch-tax and the reform bih 1
agitation seemed as distant as 'Waterloo and the French
Revointion. Concerning bis personal qualities there wvere
différing verdicts, but it miust have been a ver>' philosophical
equanimity îvhicli caused ififi to quote wvith, great amusement
the following prophectic epitaph upon hiruseif, written appar-
ently during the crisis of 1866-7, and even to turn it into
Latin.

- W-0

AN ELV1TAi'IL
lIere lic tîme bones of Robert Lowvc
A shifty friend, a bitter foc;
AIl Oxford (wlicn lie(lwelt thereat)
Knew hlnt n ardent IJemnocrat ;
%Vith otîxers of the self-saLnie kîdney
[le chose to cnxligrate to Sydncy,
And tîxere oui- Robert stili we kntew
A Radical of deepest hue.

Retni-ning houle to British ground
A seat iii Parliamnent lie fotînid,
XVIiere, with ani ardour unabatcd,
'Gaimxst Il nusty l)arcxnemlt ' lie dilated
Attacked withi zeal the Tory muinlions,
And still retained lus oid opinionis,

A Kidderininster ixol (howv blinl>
Both bro ke his lxcad and changed luis mmnd
No moi-e hie loved flic unwaslicd masses
(Tlien first discoveicd to bc asses)
But layin, )enocratic plans down,
Took service wvith. the f-ouse of Latnsdlowvnc.

Vet still a Liberal he stayed,
And for highi office powers rlisplaycd;
In PlIlmerston's Adlministration
])id lnuch for England's edmîcation,
Anti w\txld have donc sýtihI more, no doUb-,
But bitter Cccil drove Iiiîn out.

WhIleni Russell Mliiiister becanie
High nmid the rest stood Robert's dlaim,
But n în-reforn:ng' zeal wliicli stirred hiini
Qîlite froru the Cabine'% dcterred hlmn,
And (silice stii post lie could not carn)
le -%owved the coach ta c"e1rtun:
Jutent on blis nId ficd'undoir.g
lie constantly w'as uxiscluier brewing:
lRan hîcre anud tliere by day and niglit
Assisting the Adullamite
]iy speciouis truths and artful stories
])cco3 cd younig Whbig,; to vote witîi Tories,';,
Against extencled suffrage spoke
Alikze with argumnent and jokze
'I'len victor in the final tussle,
]3rouglit Der-by in and oustcd Russell.

licaven rest blis soul ! but whiere 'tis fled
Can't be iimagined, nîuch les said.
Should lie the reainus above us share,
N'o more -will Peace and Love be tiiere.
But, if lie's gonc to lowver level,
Lct's ail comimiserate the Dcvii

0f the Latin version, ouI>' a fragirent has licen quxuýteri.
It is as folovs :

RoIbertus 1lumilis hic jacet,
Qui nobis (mortuus> valde placet.
Amicuis minime fidelis,
Amarus hostis et crudelis.

Qu.-enani coaditio sit futura
Ambigitur, sed spero dura
Si Coelumn scandet ista pestis
Vale Concordia Colestis 1
'Si apud inferos jacebit
Diaboluru ejus poenitebit
Et nos Diaboli nilserebit."

H1e wvho could relish suich pungent humour at his own ex-
pense must have liad a vcry philosophical mind. His place


