
donce, which ought te be foetered. Soma
borrow tools sud implements who can well
afford to own them, and ought to do Po. In
like manncr, some borrow newepapers and
periodicals who cau, and thoroforo should, sub-
scribo for them. The COU71try G6ntl6M*ra8
correspondont referrod to abovo, state8 that
the Elmira Farinera' Club has bean discussing
this subject, that saveral inembers complained
of having 8uflbrcd inconvenienco and low by
lending, and that the opinion was expressed
that some parties could, and would, paya fair
price for the use of an imploment or machine
which theyfttunablo to buy. The resultvf
the discussion was that a~ proposition was
madie te post up in large 8ign lotters on tho
barn a notice liko the following:

Il imIixG =OLa To "'f.

For roller ................ 50 cents par day.
l lnber wMgon ......... 80 44 &0 44.4

'« grai drill..............25 *<48 tg di

Icultivator ............. 12& - 64 4
dplaugli............... 12 t« 4 dé 44

and similar rates for other things, the clsa te
count froin the timo the article is taken tili
its roturn, and to be returned in as good order
as when lent, natural wear excepted2'

This appears fair and equitable. It i8 a
fav our often te get theo ban of an implemont or
teol, even if a moderate charge be paid for it.
use. An arrangement of this kind would be,
highly satisfactzry te those--and there ame
such-who.feel a delicacy about borrowing
an article which thoy noed occaeionaily, but
di> net possess, No doubt some would object
te paying for e thing borrowed, but it would
be the mean clas of people who are always
wanting something for nothing. Owners
could of course use their discretion, and not
exact payinent froin worthy neiglibours who
aro'unable te pay. The principle itseif seems
so manifestly ju8t, that, the wonder is it la
not more generally acteti on. It is not oniy
just, but there la this advantage about it, that
were it, adopted, borrowed articles would be
much more ]ikely 'te be returned promptiy.

BEZNEFITS 0F A FA RMERS' CL UB.

Some of tho many ativantages growing eut
of attendance at these useful institutions are
forcibiy stated by President Ferris, of the
Onondaga Farinera' Club, N. Y., in an address
from wbich we take the following extracts:

'< What have waleazned Tooaty on ourfarm.mad 4-
tend to our own butinu. W. haye lern.da to ammer.
fallow wiLb a good trop ofocorn; to take off tvoocropeila
plaieé of orne, ai double the profi-neberu of 1h!. club
are doingi-forty. bushela of barley, maa Utbuabae of
whett to follow, to the amr. W. bave iue that utrav
ia worth tram 38 to $12 per ton; that phosphates ad
commercWa frUlizrs have been ci great boni insnome
Iac&Uuie, and ini others wortbloas ; tbat a gooa sod, ba.-
yard mnanure and wood »ahe ae truolri.ndu of th. farmer
,whcn rightly applioa. W. have 1earnea to pluie the oye
raiher thbm tbe late; W$ have lott thouzands of doUais
ins b7izlg to ple the Ita,h«beor vo vii try 10 get it,
back by plmdang th. cyo.

"4W. leared froma discussion cf 1h. vaterquebiors, thâi
to put wood azlie in abag and put itm ano ur cisteras,
vii pury ihewater; &110, th e B.erms o! dise.. ihich
axe hrcown mbt the cesspaclà ci city or cauntry, ulnk mbt
tb. grossiS and are carrIed long distanes in veire cf
vawe, which la one greéîl cause cf upreaing typhoid foee.

otI nov orne ta the luai question: *WhMIboneitha,;

yors been to te ocnntry, orIao youmevm.' Therelas a
great etrite among the members of tbis club to get to the
front ; tbey are taking &Ul 1h. noied agrieultuul papeof
the couiby; tbey are vabobins every experiment mao by
ther nelghbcnrs, bo seize upan cvrything "1m ia suce..-

.l Md Ptl aSl lbe, gr axaS Ail1h. imon.y ày ouontm
of1i1; amS by sodo 7g iey vea benest to the country
ana 10, lbens.1v.. The club deserves the support cf evéty
furmer vho voula b. progressive."

A BExEB Association has been formed
,at Bloonssburg.

BIRDS.

BY WILLIAM L RELIS, LISTOWEL, ONiT.

THE BILUE JÂY.

The blue jay is a large and beautiful bird,
but rather noisy and marauding. It gencrally
frequenta ail parts of our wood8, but ie more
partial te the low, suft wood lands than te
the rolling bard wood tracts. WVhen the
stormy winds and withering frosts of autumn
indicate the approacÈ of wintor, it generally
retires into the densest woods, particularby
the ovorgreen ewamps, where it je chiefiy
found during the cold season of the year-for
it 18 net niigratory, but romains in Canada
throughout the year, enjoying the luxury of
our summner and autumn with delight, and
sustaining -the severity of our wînter 'without
liarm. The bine jay hea no song, but utters
various notes, the mcaat common of which, re-
sembiing the words I Pay-up, Pay-up," uttered
ini a loud, barsh and scraming tene, may be
heard ini our Woods at al seasons of the year.
The blue jay is twelve or fourteen inches in
length; its plumage is a beautiful blue, mingled
with white and ashen colour; its wings and tail
are crosea with bars of black; its neck is
encircled with a ring of black, ana its head
is ornamented with a crest of loose, silky
plumes, which it can ereet or depress at
pleasure, but it i8 mostly erected when the
birdis8angry or excited. The bhuejay builds
a large nest of brambles and fine roots. The
eggs are five or six in number, o! a duil green-
ish hue, mottled with pale brown. The nest
18 piaced ini varions situations:- as in the root
of a fallen tree; among the thick branches of
baisam, cedar, or' hemlock; ana ini the forks
of high treem It 18 an omnivorous bird, and
readily devours anytbing eatabie that coules
in ita way. During the winter it subsiste on
mess, buds, the seeds of evergreens, and occa-
sionaily on nuts and grain. The nuts it often
finds in the rough bark of trocs, whero they
have been deposited by nutcrackers and
Bquirrels. When it bas found a large nut, it
cardes it ini its beak te a branch, 'where it
hoids it down with its foot and breaks it open
with its 8trong biIL It sometimes makes a
xnarauding visit to the barns of the bac
Woods settier, where it feeds upon grain, and
wheu disturbeti fies off with an ear of grain
in its beak, or uttening loud screams. It bas
soinetimea been. caught in a trap set te catch
squirrels. XI the early spring these birds
wiil sometimes coileet in large flocks on the
bordera of the Woods, and devour the grain
left uncovered by the harrow. At other times
parties of thein wil visit the gardons and
orchards, but they meet with little welcome
from the fariner or his family, as plunder is
wêlb known te be their objoct. Thoy wibb
aise- attack and destroy the oggs and young
of ail other bitds that are tee 'weak te defend
their neste, and while thus plundering, they
'will lift up their heads aud ini xncking tonos
mimeni the distreas o! the parent birds; and
whcn the work of spoliaion 18 complotle, they
fly off te the Woods uttering bond screanis, as
if exulting over the inischief they have doue;
'but when diaoovered by tihe king-bird, robin,
or bbaekbird ' u the vicinity of their nesta,
they ame soon causeti te retreat with 1precipi-
t&tion ana disconoerted notes. The blue jay

18 a keen-sighted, ahy, and cunning bird, and
it 18 not always easy for the hunter te corne
within gunshot of it, as the smell of powder
or the sight of a gun will solid it, tittering
defiant notco, into the tops of the highcst
trocs or the depth of tho densest wvoods. Yet
it 18 an aifectionate bird, and wviI1 defend its
cggs and young with boldness and sagacîty.
Its progeny are ofton destroyed by owls,
hawk8, and noctumnal animnais. The blue jay
18 abundant in the new sottiernents; but as it
prefers the wild frccdom of its native woods
to acenes of cultivation, and loves net the
pro sence of man, nor the sound of the woodb-
man's axe, it 18 yearly driven further inte the
wildcrness by the onward progress ef civili-
zation.

IlThe blue jay 18 of ail birds the xnost bitter
e.neay ot the owls ef this country. No sooner
bas ho discovered the retreat of one of them,
than ho will summon the whole featlaercd
fraternity te bis assistance, who, ourrounding
the 'glimmering aolitaire, and attacking hlm
fromn ail aides, raiso such a noise as xnay bo
board hait a mile off, the owl meanwhile
returning every compliment witbi a broad,
guggling stare. The clameur becomes louder,
until the owl 18 at length forced te betake
hirnself te Ilight, and is followed by his ýtnpu-
dent persecutors until driven beyond their
jurisdiction. The bine jay is net only bold
ana vociferous, but possesses considerable
talent for mimicry, and seems te take great
satisfaction in mocking and teasing other
birds, particularly the sparrow-hawk, imitat-
ing his cry whenever bie makes bis appearance,
and squealing eut as if caught. This soon
brixags numbers ef bis tribe around him, who
ail join in the frolic; darting about the hawk,
and feigning the cries et a bird 8erely wounded.
But this ludicrous farce often ends tragically.
The hawk singles eut one of the meet insolent
and provoking, swoops upen bina in an un-
guarded moment, and offers him as a sacrifice
te his hunger and resentment. In a moment
ail 18 changed; the jay's buffoonery vanishes,
and loud and incessant screams proclaim. the
disaster."

M. HENRY GaAÂY bas seld bis fifty acre lot
in Hibbert té M. W. Delaney, for thse suni of
$2,800.

SI:NcE the Ist of January 31r. Andrew Bur-
rows, Carleton Place, bas purcbased 120 tons
of pork frona farmers in the counties of Lanark-
aud Carleton.

TiE County Councils of Peterboro' and
Oxford bave passed resolutions recomuseuding
that the grant te the Agricultural and Arts
Association of Ontario be continued.

Ax Arnerican ba-, been defrauding farnons
throughout the county o! Oxford, by purchas-
mng turnipa for shipment, paying thereen about
twenty per cent., and giving due bibis for thse
balance. The due bibis are now found te be
worthless.

Mit. SoWoo CRossEN, of Enniskillen, bas
sold bis farm te Mr. Joseph Bostiec, of Plymp-
ton. This fanr, botter kuewn as the Stead-
maxn farni, consista o! 200 acres, 100 cbeared,
with good buildings. Thse price paid 18 $10,-
000,ôr $50 per ace. Eigbteenyearsaotis
farmn was ai dense forest, and a frog pond, and
a person could float a canoe over the greater
part of it.
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