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Our Contributors.

CHEAP AND MEAN.

BY KNOXONIAN

In his opening address as chalrman of
the Home Mission *“Rally” which took
place in New York the other week President
Cleveland made a few practical remarks
about tbe moral conditlon of some of the
new towns aod cities In the ** wild and
woolly West.”

The President is a strong speaker. In
{act strenpth is the main charactesistic of
his style as a speaker and writer. He knows
perhaps as weil as any mao in America how
to manage his matter lo orderto mokea
strong impression and he arranged it ac-
cordingly. His Venezuela message madea
great sensation, but considered as a mere
piece of literary work it does not rank with
some of his former efforts. The subject was
so interesting that he did not need to put
apy striking work on the message, in order
to induce people to listen to what he had to
say to congress.

Belng a skilful speaker, the President
koew instinctively that the right way to
begin a Home Missionary meeting was to
say something about the necessities of the
field. As a business man he knew that there
was po sense in asking the business men of
New York for their share of a million dol-
lars for Home Misslons without telling them
why the money was wanted, and what the
Church proposed to do withit. So hegave
a brief description of a frontler towa with
its saloons, gamblicg houses and other
frontier institutions. It was a rather mod-
erate description. Our Dr. Robertson could
give oue just as strong.

As soon as the President’s little speech
arrived io the West, a storm burst, A lot of
men performed that peculiar operation call-
ed °* standing up for the country.” They
seemed more concerned about standing up
for the country than about standing up for
the truth, They accused the President of
¢ yunning down the country,” especially
that part of it which lies on the Pacific
Ocean. Sensible people would have said
¢s Well, there is too much truth in what the
President has said. The worse we are the
more weneed Home Missioparies. Raise
the milllon and send on more missionaries
to make us better.” But when did anybody
ever do or say a sensible thing whep he was
trying to manufacture a little popularity or
notoriety at the expense of truth ?

There is a class of people in this world,
and unfortunately someof them find their
way into the Church, and even into the min-.
1stry, who are continually on the watch for a
chance to make a little nasty popularity at
the expense of any man who does his duty
by telling unpalatable truths.

Some years ago a minister began an ad-
dress at a Sabbath school anpiversary by
telling the boys that they should act respect-
fully towards people older than themselves.
A few minutes before he had seen some ot
the boys snow-balling an elderly woman on
the street, Naturally enough he said that
Canadian and American boys ware some-
times accused of lack of respect for superiors
In age and positon. As soon as the speaker
took his seat a minister of another denomina-
tlon gotup and gave the boysa lot of
haflg,” and then asked them to vote that
they were just as good as any other boys.
Ot course they all voted yea, though it is to
be hoped some of them bad sense enough
to see through the misersble attempt to
manufactare a little transient popularity.

Not long ago a Sabbath school conven-
tion was being held in a locality we need
not name. Ope ofthespeakersmadethe most
common of common place remarks, tbat if
parents would see that their children attend-
ed Sabbatb school more reguiarly and pre-
pared their lessons at home, the work would
go on more successfully. As sooz as the
man who made this innocent observation
took his seat, a minister of another denomid.
natlon rose, stracka mock heroic attitude,
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and with pumped up Indignation sald— 1
hope that no attacks on the people are to be
made here. Tprotest against these attacks
on the people 1"

Is there a half decent man in any other
professlon who would try to make popularity
in that way? Would any respectable
doctor? Any kind of a lawyer would scors
to do it. Are the meanest and most unpro-
tesslonal practices in the countryto bein-
dulged In by ministers glone ?

These little people who are forever
*“ standlog up " for big pcople and big
causes that nelther want nor thank them are
becoming a nulsance. For the friend who
stands faithfully by you when your backis
to the wall ever cherish feelings of gratitude.
Dle it you have to, but never go back on
that friead. The little fellow who is always
¢ standing up for the country,” or for the
¢ Empire,” or for the * flag,” or for the
¢ people,” is a very different kind of man.
Beis a twin brother of the man who
¢ stands up for the West,” because Presl-
dent Cleveland said that some of the frontier
towns are rather tough places. Don’t we
all kaow that is true ?

SEEKING A4 CALL.—1

Y WANDRERER,

Having for some time past felt that the
system at present in vogue inthe Presby-
terian Church for the settlement of pastors
is far from satisfactory to all parties concern-
ed, and, moreover, being at hearta loyal
Presbyterian, the writer proposes, in the
following sketches to attempt to glve ina
readable form some of the information,
gleaned from various sources, regarding the
trials of the man who 1s so unfortunate as
to be ** seeking a call.”” Our desire in so
doing is to call the attention of the proper
authorities to what many coopsider a grave
defect in our Church organization. And lest
there should be a slight misunderstanding
on the part of any, we wish to assure all
concerned that we bhave not attempted to
describe in detail any one particular per-
son or place. We entertain the highest re.
spect for all our probationers, and sym-
pathize deeply with them, although, like
many otbers, we may speak of them at
times as the men on ** the merry go round.”
With this introduction we will ask our
readersto accompany us to a prayer meeting
in a vacant charge.

NuUl A MUDLEL 1 KAYER MLELING.

One day in our wanderings we came to
the thriving little town of Sand Hill, aicely
situated in the midst of a good farming com-
munity. Although the town could not boast
of more than fifteen hundred of a popula-
tion, the number of separate churches and
mesting houses was more thao ten. It was
‘Wednesday evening, and when the church
bells began to ring, we enquired the way to
the Presbyterian Church, and from the
directlons given we had no difficalty in
finding the neat brick structure, in the base-
meat of which quite 3 number of people had
alteady gathered. Io obe cormer, a little
apart from the others, siood some five or six
men earnestly conversing together {n a loud
whisper. It was easy to Itarn from the con-
versation that the congregation was at pre-
sent without a settled minister, and the good
people were taking this opportunity to dis-
cuss the merits of the different candidates,
who had already preached for a call.

% We bave fifty-four names on the list
oow, and it Is scarcely two months siance the
pulpit was declared vacant,” said one of "the
group, speaking a little louder than usual.

¢ Yes, we have names enough® was the
rejoinder, *° but thirty-three of that number
are applications from settled ministers who
would like to have a change.”

¢ Aye ! Aye ! said a third, ¥ taere are
far too many of that kind now-a-days. A
minister is no sooner nicely settied than be
hears of some other place he wonid rather
bave, aud he is willing to flit the next day.”

* They are aot all that bad surely.
What do ye think, Davie "

¢ Deed ifa’ maun tell the truth, a' ken
quite a wheen o' them like that masel
Just take thenames afore usth' noo, There
Is the Rev, Maplegrove and he hasbeen in
his present charge twa years to the montb,
an' folk say that he doesna like his hoose,
an’ a’ ken he wud be verraglad to come here
for less stipen,  Here againis Mr. Beech.
hill, who is noo " his fourth charge an bas
three sturdy boys, snd he wud like awfu’
weelto comehereforthesake o’ oor big schule,
A’ cud easlly gle ye the pedigree o half
o' the lot o' them, an' gle ye the reasonas
well why they want to settle amang us,”

One man who had thus far remained
silent, yawned, and stretched himself and
then blurted out : ‘¢ To change the subject
a littie, how did you like yon man on Sab-
bath "

 Very well, indeed,” wasthe reply. ¢ He
has has a great volce yon man, and did you
notice how nimble he was on his pins 21 tell
you he will not wear a bole in the carpet in
any oue place, and then to see how he
thumped the book was simply very little
short of maguificent.” .

It was now past the bour for the service
to begin, and one of the elders took charge,
and in his opening prayer he described at
length the kind of man the congregation
wanted {or the position. He was to bea
man * fully qualified and sound in the faith ;
strong In body and in mind ; a man young
in years but old in wisdom.” He was to be
aman ** of large intellect and great freedom
of speech ; a person who would draw the
young people closely around him, and at the
same time, be a leader and guide to whom
the aged in the congregation counld look up
with confidence.”

When the service was over, a prominent
member complimented the leader of the
meeting on his beautiful prayer, and added
‘“that he hoped they would soon get such
a miaister as the slder had described " We
enquired what salary the congregation ex-
pected to pay, and ventared humbly to sug-
gest that possibly such a man could be found
in some of our large cities, We added more-
over that the congregation would require to
make outa very strong case, in order to
persuade a man who now received five
thousand dollars, to come to them for saven
hundred and fifty and a manse. The con-
versation at this point was brought rather
abruptly to a close, and all separated for tke
night,

THE ELDER-MODERATOR QUES-
LI0N.

BY A NEW TESTAMENT RLDER.

The Synod of Hamilton aud London will
be called op soon to deal with this guestion.
As a member of the first Canadian Presby-
tery appoiating an E!der-Moderator, and as
one who has glven some thought to the
question, I would like, withoat attempting
to discuss the letters of former correspond-
ents, and at the risk of making agaln some
points that have been already made, to re-
state the case as briefly as possible.

The question for the, Synod is, whether
the principle involved is of such import-
auce, or the departure from the use and
wont of the Church in such appointmeants,
is of such serious import, as to call for
speclal notice or censure. The question
cannot be answered by appeal to the Rules
and Forms of Procedure, for they were
adopted, as is explicitly stated in the pre-
fatory note, “asausefolguide . ., . in
the transaction of ecclesiastical business,”
which seems to imply that the inferior
Church Court is to be the judge whether
aoy of the rules may bs suspended or de-
parted from on occasion and for sufficient
reason, subject, of course, to the review of
the bigher judiciary. Sec. 78, p. 21, “the
Moderator is a minister,” simply states
what the use wont of the Church bas been
and is. Itdoes not enact, or wnecessarily
imply, that under no circumstances is a
Presbytery at liberty to appoint, as its
Moderator, an ¢lder who is not also a minis-
ter, Which of the dutles of the Moderator,
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specified in Sec. 79, p. 31, I8 not competen
to an elder, who has not been orduined o
fabor in word and doctrine. Many eldws
can lead in prayer, can preserve order, pu
motlons, sign minutes, and even * lnstrug
parties at the bar.”

In the Form of Church Goveramen,
adopted by the General Assembly of the
kirk of Scotland, Feb. 1oth, 1645, the ques.
tion is regarded as one of expediency. Re
ferring to meetings of elders and deacons,
it says, ‘1t is most expedient that in these
meetings one whose office is to labor i
word and doctrine do moderate their pro
ceedings.”” Ifin asesslon, then in & Pres.
bytery certainly. It is doubtless ¢ most ex
pedient,” as a rule, but the Form of Churct

Government wisely and rightly reframs
from affirming it as ‘‘the Jaw of 1he
Church.”

That every officer in the Church should
have scope for the exercise of all thelr gilte, *
atthe call of the Church, aund that tle
Church should be able to ayail itself of
thelr services, in any position for wheh
they are found to be qualified, will be gener-
allyadmitted as sound principles. Presbyter.
ian polity Is as Scriptural as Presbytenal
doctrine. The Scriptural priociple o
Church Government is ¢ government by,
Presbyters, of the same order, meetingon
equal terms, in local or larger Presbyter.
ies” The details are involved in the prin.
ciple, as much as a conclusion is lavolvedis ‘
its premises, Neander says, * The ideaal
superior and inferior bishops is altogetber
inadmissable.,”  That New Testament
elders were of one order, Schaff says
‘“ may be regarded as settled amoag schol-
ars.” It was the Council of Trent that fiest
anathematized those who held that therz s
but one order of bishops in the New Testa
ment, but its anthority is not generally r-
cognized by Presbyterians.

If, theo, all elders are of the same order :
an) equal ravk, with (so-called) ministers, |
they have surely, ex-officlo, a right t1 th
exerclse of all the functions of their office,
for which they are found qualified, and to
the exercise of which they are regularly
called, by the Church Courts.

That the rule, requiring a Moderator to
be a minister, is regarded as based on con-
siderations of expediency Is evideat, from
cb. lv., sec. 3, of the American Presbytetiae
Form of Government, which provides that
the pastor, or some other minister, shall
always be Moderator of session, *unlessit
is highly incoavenient.” 1f Moderator of
session, then, certainly of Presbytery. The .
Cumberland Presbyterian Church, which
originated in a protest of Cumberland Pres.
bytery against the arbitrary refasal of the
Synod of Kentucky to aliow the ordinatio
of elders, who were judged by the Presty
tery to be qualified to labor in word and
doctrine, and to be urgently needed forits
destitute home misslon fields, and whichis
now a most vigorous branch of the great
Presbyterien family, almost as large as our
own, quite logically, elects Elder-Maden:
tors, even of its higher Church Courts.

Elders have been eligible, by enactmeat,
for appointment as Maderators ot Presby-
tery, in the Southern Presbyterian Church,
U. S. A,, since 188s.

Those who may be regarded as authori
ties in our own church differ in their view,
on this question, but it is encouraging fo
koow that some of our coliege professors
hold firmly by the simple Scriptural form of
Church Government, and favor thke full re-
cognition of the rights of elders. The Prin
cipal of one of our colleges when appealed
to wrote, ‘¢ The Presbytery is on saft
ground,” ie., in electiog an Elder-Moden-
tor. Another Principal wrote, I quile
approve of :he actlon of your Presbyiery.

"Custom is agaiost you, but not law—so far

as I know—and common sepse is oo you '
side. . . ., And the law is commoo

sense.”

In view of the foregoing considerationt,
and others which might be urged; if ther
were space, it is to be hoped that Synods-
will hasten slowly in dealing with Preshy
teries that have ventured, for good causs, 10




