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good in moulding tht character cf this DonMinion,
xhile retainiulg its substancç, must, by fret discussion
and being looked at frem ail points, be ready te
adapt itself te new phases cdf thought and new con-
ditions of lite. For such xorkc the press and net
the pulpit is the appropriate vebicie. Ne branch cf
tht Cburch is more highly favoured than eurown with
pieus, educated and tvet-informed clergymen and
laymen, and at the beginning cf another year we
optn our colunins and again invite the best men te
give their bcst thoughits for tht benefit cf tht
Church and of ail the manifold, important interests
inseparably botind up tith it. And se tht close cf
ont year and the beginning cf another presents a
fresh cali for strenueus labour ia the noblest of al
fields. Let us by a calm, patient and comprehen-
s ive study cf tht past, stuive ta reach te nebler
and higher achievements in tht future. In tht year
xhich lies before us every departmient cf our work
is capable cf expansion and improvement. For this
we invite ail who love cur Church te strive and lab-
eur together. Let thîs be a year cf manful, carntst
tvork in her service and constant prayer, se that al
whio arc spated te ste tht end cf 1894, miay flnd lier

j individual members and thte vbole body cf the
Church stronger, purer, more consecrated te tht
noblest service gîven by God te man thain they
mere at, the beginning.

SHALL WE HAVE A DEFICIT?

IT is ith real concert, that we learn there is
great fear feit by thte ficers of tht church

and conveners cf our large committees xvho are in
tht best position te judge, that this year's opera-
tiens cf eut churçb are likely te close with a large
deficit in sorne important dtpartmerits cf aur %vork.
It may be said this is an oId story, but tbough in

the goodaess cf God, tht feari ef the church in this
respect have often been disappointed, those at al
aware cf tht state of business cf alrnost ail kinds in
tht country generally, knoiv that this year there is
miuch beiter ground for fearing that these anticipa-
tions cf deficit will be realized than there has eften
been. This, therefore, is ne cry cf " waif, ivoif."
We wouid ask aur readers te devote a fexv minutes,
quiet, grave thought te vhat a deficit means te our
church, and who they are that will be rnost dteply
affected by it, They art, for tht mest part, the
aged 'and in'frm'fathers and methers- in Isratl, who
have borne tht burden -and heat cf tht day, until
they ceuld bear it noe longer and are now laid aside.
They are those wvhorn the hand cf sickness bas en-
feebled. They are thtexives and families cf eut
hard-toiling home and foreigo missionaries, laboring
in isolation, in stason anid eut cf season, among
their flacks scattered in distant lanuds, on our frontiers
from the Atlantic te tht Paciflc, ia tht woods, on
the prairie, and in the mountains and gîtas ai
British Columbia. To ail these a deficit, even
should it be but small, means something very stnious.
It doesnot mean tht cutting off cf luxuries, for ofthese,
in vers' many, cases, they have net any. It means a
littît mort pinching, a littît more cutting down cf
thîngs; whicli to a ministerand his fauxily are abso-
bite necessaries, decent ciothing,a sufficîeney cf nour-
ishinïg food for thereseives and wherewith te exen-
cisc hospîtality, fuel, dcing without bocks, mag-
azines and papers te keep thenn in teuch with tht
thaught and doings cf thé day. It.means anxieties
htavy -already, pressing a littît more heavily, sleep-
less aights fer fathers anîd mothers cf littît families
wbose:wants corne with every day and every haut.
It means, discouragement added te touls cf tht wife
and mothet at. home, and of tht father in bis mis-
sien fild, wbich are already, ia many cases, aven-
taxing. There is another side te this, but ont
wich we ne ne right 'te lay upen aur brethrea
unntcessarly, faith strengthencd by daily anîd
hourly'exercise untîl it is triumphant, glorying ex'en
intnabulations, and tht joy cf unlcoked fer deliver--
ances 'in, tht providence cf God. TD eut tverk it
meaps 'an arrtst te an extent tvhicb it may take
years te, recover, aini the weakening af eut hands
for i.âbôr iiiai1l directions; t means unfaithfuiness
te duty -and te eut privileges, and'dishonor te
Christ

Caàneut. church -possibly avoid al thisP If ih is
possible it 'àuièly ouÈhitàt be avoided. We ýbe-
lievetb'athàtneoont acquaitited wvith tht reseurces of
cuir ëhtirchý'Will say* that te avoid a déficit cf a fetv,
or even a -ôpd many thbusands cf dollars is an iire-
possibliti. It iý,.possible -by tht exercise more
geaerally cf a Véry siip'le*, b ut Most Christian'
gradce,,seif-enial, after thte xamiplecf and flowýing
frinm lovè toChiiisti,Whô,hàsdid for us'. Mànxycf
thetimot1iberâl giîýcrs cf. eut cliurch in prepertiàn
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te thcir nitans, tht wage-earners, are already exer-
cising a large amount cf self.deniai, se that if a
deficit, tvhicli means se much that is most painful
te coritcmplate, is to be avoided, it must be mainiv by
the extra givinigs of those xvhom God has blesseci with
abundance. A party or two less by ail such, or an
entire abandennient of them over tixe church for
six nionths, without any sacrifice cf real hespitality,
woulcl save thousands cf dollars. Less costly
arti' of dress and furniture for the saine length
cf tiro- would save muchi. Scîf-denial in some book
or b-,jks, or other articles cf fancy or taste, and the
cutting off entirelv cf some altogecther unnccessary
indulgences which tve vouid net merely bc as xvell,
but better witbout, effets a wide field for self-dt-iial,
sufficient of itseif te guard against ait fcar of a de-
ficit. Let every ont look at this matter honcstly
in tht light cf dîty and priviiege and .ask, 'IWhat
shall I tender unte the Lord for ail His tobefits?'
and if we listen te and act accordiuig te the prompt-
ings cf the Spirit~ ive shall have ne defitit.

We publish in another column a letter from our
supeintenident cf missions i the North-west, from
ivhich lie has just returncd, ivhich we commend te
th-' most serieus attention cf ait our readers. We
have heard froua bis lips tales cf anxiety and
struggle, and dark prospects cf some cf aur self.
sacrificing missionaries, because tht misfertuncs cf
their people have stripped themn of their means te
give, which are indeed distressing te listen ta. Let
al in the church whe can in any way find the
means corne forward and share the burdens cf these
brethren by sending themn timely relief. With tvhat
joy, wvhat comifort, what encouragement, wil it f111
the hearts cf ail our laborers, at home and
abroad, if the sincerity cf our interest and eur
prayerc, is at this juncture attested by such a mea-
sure of self-sacrifice and liberality, that ne ont of
them %vil need te suifer the lo:às, for want ol funds
in the church's hands, cf what they have been pro-
mised and have a right te expect. It is aise cf the
utmnost importance that work, upon which the
church bas already spent se much nioney and in-
terest, and tvhich is sa ful cf promise for the future,
should nlot suifer any arrest f;or tht want cf funds
which are in the chunch's hands, and tvhich as good
stewards we ought now te came forward with and
wiseiy invest iii the interest cf Hire for wvho e v
hold themn in trust.

A CED AND INFIRM MlINIS TERS' FUND

(The following circular from tht Convener and
Sccretary cftht Aged and Infirm Ministers' Fund
malces very plain tvhat urgent necd there is for its
generous suppert, as peinted eut in eut editeral
colunins iast xeek.-ED.)

REV. AND DEAR SiR:-The 'conr.-,ittee on the
Aged and Infii-m Ministers' Fund desire te cill your
attention te the necessities cf the Fund, and the
strong dlaims which it presents for the warm sympa-
thy and support cf the cengregations cf the Church.
During the last ten years tht number cf annuities
has incrcased frore thirty-three te seventy-six (tht
présent number on tht list> much more than double,
an increase whicb has been geing on steadily with-
eut an adequate increase in the congregational
collections. Ten years ago the incerne frocm this1
source wvas about $6ooo, last year it did net reach
quite $8,600, whereas, te' have been in thte saine pro-
portion, or sufficient for tht annuities, it should have
been about $14.000.

It must be remembered in conriection with this
question cf incorne, that this year the committet
%vill neot have.much, if any, help frcm tht Hymnal
Committee. Last year tht income frein this source
was $950. Phen thcre wvas, last year, an extra
amount from arrears cf ministers' rates whiclt can-
net be expected this year.

Taking these things into account tht necessitiy
for an increase in congregational collections is very i
obvieus. It is scinetimes tht case, that tvhile tht
schennes. ccnsidered more important -obtain a fait
aniôunt cf attention, the AgZed Ministers' Fund bas
been put cff with a-srnall trifie, after thet main divis-
ion of tht îunds bas b en imade; or from- tht sup-
position that its necessities were net gréât, a smaU
Èum bas*been deemeëdsufficient.

WMère m'issto-naryý associations exist the-presen-
tation of,. tht facis, ne doubt, will lead te a, better
appo tioret and À 't is hoped this ivill. very gen-.

erlybe' the case. WMère neiniissionary associationc
exists iht collection is- appeinttd,,for thèýthird-Sab-i
bath i1n' Februa;ýry, a tirn'et -vhen, fror the iniclerten
Weather .and bad rea ds, smàll :audieïi ces are fotind
in the-rural distri:_ts, andcensequen-tily sm-ahl' collec-ý
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Last year over twvo hundred and fifty congrega-
tions gave noc collcct .j. Surcly it is flot asking toc
mucli that each congregation be requcsted to contri-
bute sometiîing to this wvortlîy fund.

The committce appeals to you to make such
arrangements as wvill mcdt the requirernents of the
case, and save the cornmittee from the neccssity of
reducinrtlhe annuities.

J. K. MACDONALD, W. BuîtNs,
Convener. Sccrctary.

1,0oohs anib (ibag1a3înes.
THE COVENANTERS 0F THE MERSE: THEIR

HISTORY AND SUFFERINGS, AS FOUND IN
THE RECORDS 0F THAT TIME. By the
Rev. J. Wood Brown, M.A., Gardon. Edinburgh and
London:- Oliphant, Anderson & Ferrier.

This compact le volume of somne two bundred and
flfty pages its a much fuller notice tban we are at present
able ta give it. It is an exceedingly interesting and valt'able
contribution ta Scottisb Church histary and ta the bistor-, cf
the time to wbich it relates. We may bereafter give a more
comipréhensive review of «% book which we can o n ly cam.
mend. "lSons of the Croft," by P. May Hunter, Edinburgh
and London: Oliphant Anderson & Ferrier. This is a stoty,
as thetittle indicates, of Scottish peasant life,wbich will amply
repay persual. Il 'li Mystery of North.Fortune," by George
Dauglas,from the saine publisherls a stoty in quite a différent
kcey, but is no less interesting than the IlSons cf the Crofî."
"Golden Nails,and other Addresses ta Cbildren.by Rev.George
M illigan, D.D.,Munister of St. Matthew's Church, Edinburgb.
Edinburgh: Oliphant, Anderson & Ferrier. A score ofexcel.
lent short addresses, beautifully printed and most attractively
bound. Frein the same bause,so well and favaurably known for
the number and menit cf its publications, we have a1sa received
the following books, wbîch we must content curselves with
rnerely mentianing . IlSwivelborougb Manor," by Sarah
Selina Hamer; IlSifted as WVheat,' by Elizabeth Neal
"lBush and Town, a Haînelv Storv cf the Pacific Coast," by
Catherine Kirby Peacack ; "The Musgrove Ranch, a tale of
Southero California," by T. M. flrawne ; IlAfter Long Years.
or Narman's Vow,- by Zlla Stone ; "For Sake o' the Siller; a
Fifeshire story of forty years aga," by Maggie Swan ; IlIda
Carneron,"' by Margaret Parker; "lPrince Rupert's Naine.
sake, or, After the Restoratîo," by Emily Weaver; and IlThe
Wilful Willougbbys, a Cathedral Story I and IlLittle Miss
Vixen," botb by Evelyn Everest-Green. Many of these stories
have appeared as serials in the Quive- and other magazines.
Ail are excellent cf their kind, well printcd, handsomely
bound and abundantly illustrated.

THE UNITED STATES. Au nditlne of Political Histary,
1492-1871. New York - Macmnillan & Co. Toronto:
Copp, Clark Ca. 189,3.

Ne living English writer attracts searnany various classes
of readers as Mr. Galdwin Smiith. Mis ackncwledged mastery
cf literary style challenges the attention of everyane who bas
any pretensions te literary taste ; and the announcement af a
new work froin bis peuu, especially if its subject matter is of a
political nature, is reccieuvd with eager and impatient curiosity
Soine read hum only ta admire, saie ne 00 ta revile bath the
man and his opinions, but ail are charmed with the grace and
vigour and incusiveness cf his work. We have fnequently
heard niany people lamnent almost pathetically that on.- wbo
wites se admirably should write so little cf permanent value;
but the fact is that a great many of bis so-called ephemeral
writings have been mene pneliminary studies for ivorks cf en-
during value as us abundantly shown i bis "lCanada and
the Canadian Question " and in thte xcellent volume ncw be-
fore us. In these volumes bis studies for a quarter cf a cen-
tury are gatbered tagethen and moulded ioto fiished and
permanent forin. 0f the latter work little need be said.
Lengtby extracta from it have appeared, in the daily press
and it bas been reviewed at lengtb by all the Ieading petiodi- -
cals cf two continents. Na one wbo wishes, ta learn the poli-
tical histary cf aur neigbbours and cousins ta the south of us
can aflordto neglect teading it in the tbii, cdean and fascina-,
tmng pzgcs cf Mr. Smith's masterly book.

JOSIAH IN NEW YORX; OR, A COUPON FROM
THE FRESH AIR FUND. By James Otis. Boston,;
A. I. Bradley & Company.1 ..

A tmmiely 3tory, well printed,neatly bound and embellished,
with rather stiking illu.stations.

With the December number the eigbteenth volume cf the
Presbylerian Recerd is completed. It bas run'a long and use.
fui course and it promises well for the cburch that its -cula.
tion continues te advance. It bas now a circulation cf So,oo
copies montbly, a factveiy full cf-meaning for- the uselulness
cf the Record and its acceptability in the families cf the cburch.
It is a live publication and well deserves thc large support it
gets. Many thousand families in Our cburch do not yet get
the Record andwe hope its circulation will goon ro*ing
untit it reaches every family, as it ougbt ta do. Tht Chiidren'
Record is in its eigbth volume and is always attractive. 'Tbis
montb's number contains a likeness cf two cf aur well.kdown
and leveà Trinidad missionaries--the Rev. jobn Mcrton,D.D.,ý
and Key. J. I. Grant, D. D., whe bbàve bothlabourêd for over
twenty ycars in tht foreign field.

The Way inte Holiest is au exposition of the Epistîs to;
the Hebre "ws, by the Rev. F. B. Meyer, B.A. The oblect of
tht author beiog,,as bc says, Ilta derive 'l those great sp irit'ual
lessoos wbucb are erusbined in tbe sublime, words cof the
epistle, he dots flot spenïd* ture in discûssing i, bé aîorsbip
of thé ep'il i otberdispnted points. Thtle iseay anld;
attractive and, tht trèatment cf thc'snbject,'thoughtfnl, suÉges..-
turc and' 'spiritual. This bock will bêat. ont.'Mr. Moadrs
verdict IlFewibooks éf receàt years are better adapié'ted ' i.-
struct and:bepr Clir«stiansthiinthosecOf thi's -altit et." gFleI-

iog. RvelCe., Toroàato.,


