816

fHE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN,

[DrcrMBER 21st, 1492,

- The Canadian Publication
OF THE SEASON.,

o

AN ISLAND PARADISE

¢ 9 (THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS) ¢ ¢

anD REMINISCENGES OF TRAVEL

———By H. Serxcer HowkLl,——

Ilustrated with 18 Photo-Engravings,
Wood Cuts, printed on extra heavy
paper, large type and gilt top.
Price $1.50.

A beautiful work; well written and hand.
somely bound, It is a pure product of Canadinn
skill and ability, Written by a native of Canada,
publishéd by a Canadian firm, the boak does credit
to those concerned in its compesition. From a
purely literary standpoint, it is interesting and at.
tractive, . 'The descriptions are good ; the
reminiscences most interesting, In a book of this
sort that means success, and we can heartily come
mend it to our readers.” —The Empire,
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+ Preshyterian Hymnals

PSALM BOO0K

In Fine Bindings for

HOLIDAY GIFTS,
TWENTY - TWO DIFFERENT STY.ES.

‘This is the only fine }jnc of the Presby-
terian Hymmnals and Psglm Books in fine
Bindings, surpassing in glegance the scries
of any Church publicatigns, and consists of
the Hymnal and Psalg Book in separate
volumes, in one volume; Hymnal and
Psalm Bookiin Combitation “Slip” Cases
+ "in two volumes ;ywpal and Psalm Book
in handsome * Dropf Cases in two vol-
umes.  All jnefine leathers;
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CHRISTIANITY AND THE SUPER-
NATURAL,

The spirit of the age is very dubious in
regand to stories involving the supernatural,
It, is disposed to take with a great many gining
of allowance any assertions that invalve the
knowledge of invisible personal agencies. It
has settled down into o chronie cate of scep-
ticism so far as it involves an experimental
knowledge of unscen personal beings, 10 iy
the pride of this age that the ideas wo receive
a8 valid aro the prduct of dotite and pusitive
expuerience.  Weo relegate to the vegion of
supenstition notions and ideas that caunot he
subjected to the test of a clear and positive
verification.  Wo believe only the things wo
sce.  And the things we see are chicfly only
the thines concerned with the material sido of
life.  This is an intensely practical nge.  We
do not. waste thought or energy on the.illimit.
able or unattainable.  Definite results measure
our endeavour. Wo have no patience with
uebulosities and shadowy infinitics.  Wo prefer
to stand upon the solid ground of well.detined
fact, and verifiablo proposition.  But at the
same time we are obliged to recognize the fact
that the Bible and Christinnity ran counter to
this spivit of the age.  Religion requives belief
in the snpernatuial as its foundation. Chris.
tianity stands or falls with the truth or falsity
of this assertion.

If there is no possible relation of human
life te o higher unseen personal life, by contacy
with which human life may be uplifted and
regenerated, then the message of Christinnity
has no meaning for men. It we rejeet belief
in the supernntuminl beeause of its inherent im.
probubility, then wo must also reject the Bible,
for they are essentially the same. I enlight.
ened intelligence and the illumination of sci.
ence compel us to placo the belief in com.
wnion  with  supernatural life amony  the
superstitions and the myths of sami-civilized
ages, then we must diseard the religions con-
victiony that have come down to us from the
past. If we are shut up in this life to com.
miunion with visible outward things alone: if
the human heart can be touched by none exceept
human companionships ; if there is no hope
from a superhunmin source for the heart that is
exhausted of 1ts better impulses—for the spinit
caitt is broken through the defeats of life : f
there i3 1o God. to whaem the bruised and baf.
tled life mny go for sympathy, for renewal, for
enhightenment. then the stay and soluce of
religion must be taken avway from hunanity,
and the teaching of Christinn philosophy must
go dawn ina conmmon wreck with the super.

stitions and traditions of a credulous past. |

Methodist Recorder,

PEN PICTURES OF MOLTKE AND
BISMARCK.

Who is this senior for whom the throug
mnkeswayreverentially—hewithlean, wrinkled
face, set mounth, yet with something of o haif
smile on it, ever with downeast abstracted eye
and stooping shoulder, with hands clasped le.
hind his back and with listless gait—this flesh-
less, tough-looking man with the bushy eye.
hrows and the long, lean throat ¥ Heis worth
louking at, for heis the greatest strategist of
the age, and has heen the ruling soul of the
victorious cumpaign.  Moltke, for it is he, hag
been with the Emperor, and is probably on his
wity home to tinish Miss Braddon's last novel
for when he is not devising strategy ho s read.
ing scnsational novels ; and his abstraction, as
like as not, is caused by speculation as to which
of the two aspirants to her hand the heroine is
ultimately to marry. A tall, burly man swings
round the corner of the Friedrich Strasse, his
loud “Ha ! ha !” vinging out above the noise
of the strect as he strides down the Linden.
The crowd makes way for him when it will for
few others, and in truth he is the stamp of man
to drive x path for himself even through an
obstructive crowd.  His step is firm and mas-
sive, his shoulders are broad and square ; the
undress cuirassier cap sets off well the strong
face with the heavy snowswhite mustache and
the terrible under-jaw, massive yet not fleshy,
full hut not exuberant, which one never looks
at without thinking how symbolical 1t is of the
“ blood and iron’ dogina which the stern but
hearty inan once so frankly envnciated.  When
last Thud scen Bismarck he was sitting on his
big horse under thestatue of Strasboury, in the
Place de ki Concorde, on the day the German
troops marched into Paris, glowering down
scornfully from under the penk of his metal
helmet on a group of Frenchmen who had
identified him, and were shrinking as they spat
hissings upat him.—From ** Historic Moments:
The Trinmphal Entry into Berlin,” by Archi-
hald Forbes, in the Christmas (December)
number of Scribner’s Magazine.

Whoever is satisficd with what he does,

has reached his culminating point—he will
g 1 I

rogress no more. Man's destiny is not to he
dissatisfied, but forever unsatisticd.—F. W,
Rabertson.

Brow, blow, blaw! Tha: disagreeable
catarrh can be cured by taking Hood's Sarsa.
parilla, the constitutional remedy.

WE HAVE BOOKED

this December, 1892, some of the heaviest orders
for Diamonds, Jewellery and Novelties received

during the many years we have been in business.
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Our Goods
sheer merit and lowness of Price.
you a Solid Gold Lady’s Waltham Wafch for
$18.00.

and ‘Prices win their way thyough

We can give
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GOME T0 US FOR YOUR CHRISTMAS CIFTS.

JoHN WANLEss & Co.

172 YONGE STREET, TORONTO.
(ESTABLISHED 1849.)
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