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and perhaps the most efficient of all by congrega-
tions maintaining district jnissions, The clamant
demands of densely.crowded populations have far
outgrown the resources of these institutions, They
have neither been mult’plied nor sustained in a state
of efficiency to cope with the werk on all sides of
them.

When noted evangelists arise and go from place to
pfce vast crowds gather round them, Many of
them are gifted men. The people, a large propor-
tion of them ULelonging to the churches already,
hear these unconventional speakers with pladness,
and many are savingly benefited by the truths they
precaim.  The interest awakened bylthese visits sub-
sides, and the great optlying mass remains compara.
tively untouched. [t is oft2n enough debated at con-
ventions, What ate the best means of conserving the
results of revival services? The adequate answer to
the inquiry is yet waited for. According to all ac
counts Chicago was moved by the direct and car-
nest addressess of Moody, Sam Jones and Sam
Small; but of the thousands who attended the num-
ber who have since found their way into the fellow-
ship of the churches iscommented upon as dispro-
portionately swall. Sp: nodic effort is generally
very striking, but, unless . Jowed up by systematic
and steady work, from the nature of the case, it is
evanescent.

Over a year ago Messrs. Moody and Sankey held
a convention in Pittsburgh. The Churches there felt
that something was necded to conserve and deepen
the religious interest awakened in the community, and
to take steps with direct reference to the aggressive
work so greatly needed in the way of city evangeliza-
tion. Thereupon the various congregations appointed
a representative committee. This committee ma.
tured a plan for a year's special evangelistic work,
and a series of union meetings was held in Pittsburgh
and Alleghany. During the summer months open-air
services, largely attended, were convened in various
districts. The cities were portioned into convenient
districts, and Christlan workers visited the people,
and invitations specifying the various churches with-
in these districts were widely distributegd.

The experiment has been found encouraging and
satisfactory. There was cordial co-operation on the
part of the difierent churches engaged in the work.
Numbers willingly undertook to visit the Wistricts.
Direct results have not been wanting, The year’s in-
crease in all the churches is above the average of for-
mer years. Many who were outside the churches
have been induced to come in. The indirect results
have also been valuable, A spirit of greater cordi-
ality among the members of different branches of
the Protestant Church has been visibly promoted, and
not less important, a deeper sense of responsibiilty
“as to the claims of the multitude on the Church of
Christ. In the beginning of the present year it be-
came apparent that for direct and lasting worl *t
scemed preferable, without any diminution of ccawial
feeling, that each denomination should undertake its
share of the work and devote special attention to the
districts adjoining individual churches. Th'- seems
to be in the right direction. A congregation’s re-
sources can thus be better concentrated, its organiza-
tion more fully utifized, and the working capacity of
‘its members made more available. From these be-
ginnings great things may be expected. It is God's
work for man’s highest welfare; the divine Spirit's
power is promised, and the Saviour's blessing is
vouchsafed—* Inasmuch as ye have done it unto the
Ieast of these little ones ye have done it unto Me.®

HEART RELIGION.

+INTO the recesses of personal spiritual life it is diffi-
cult to enter.  The chamber of the heart is | sacred
enclosure. The deeper joys and sorrows of spiritual
experience are sacred things. Christians feel that
they are not matters ‘for free and familiar converse.

In every human soul there arc depths that no father

confessor can sound. Only by quiet meditation and’
secret prayer, by a devotional use of the Word of God,
can the divine life be maintained in the pious soul.
Mere registering of evanescent feeling and changing
emotions on the pages of a diary, not of course meant
for publication, -canniot be a. safe guide. .Earnest
dmly communion with God without human interven-
tion is to true spmtual health and progress a felt ne-
‘cessity,

Is this direct and- immediate ewdeavour after a

higher, fuller and larger Christian life as gencral
among pi sessing Christians as it ought to be? Are
existing conditions favourable or unfavourable to its
prowoticn 2 Our age is one of boundless activity in
every direction, Ordinrry pursuits are more relent.
lessly sngrossing than ever before. The value of
time for worldly business was never so fully recognized
as it is to-day. Stcam communication even is chided
for bLeing ton slow; science and engineering are
eagerly scekiug appliances by which speed in travel.
ling by land and sea may be accelerat ', In reli.
gious, social and pbilanthropic wovements there is
restless activity and ever new organization, in many
cases admirable in design and reeult ; in all most ad.
mirable in intention, The time left for calm retire-
ment, meditation and self-examination has been
greatly abridged. With iading opportunities has
there been a corresponding desire to strengthen those
that remain? This is a matter that does not admit of
siatistical tabulation. It cannot e represented in
periodical returns, yet it is of transcendent personal
importance.

Between carnest, direct and immediate personal
communion of the soul with God and the dreamy
vagaries of a luxurious mysticism there is a wide dif-
ference. In the onecase you breathe the pure, health.
ful, bracing air of heaven ; in the other spiritual tone
and yigour a.e cnervated by the sickly and heated
vapours of a lazy sentimentalism. The claims of duty
are too urgent in these days to afford opportunities
for such purposcless trifling ; all the more reason,
therefore, for the diligent and conscientious use of the
means at disposal for the continued and regular
maintenance of a living, personal piety.

Secret prayer has inevery age been commended as
a necessary part of religious life. Not merely the
spiritual heroes and heroines of past times, but count-
less thousands of busy hut obscure men and women,
engaged in the commonplace duties and drudgeries
of daily life, have found it an unfailing solace and
source of strength, bringing courage and hope to the
heart in troubled moments, and filling their serener
hours with a rare joy. The most impressive of all
teaching is the tecaching of example. He who continu-
ally went about doing good, who was always about His
Father's husiness, spent many sohtary hours in fer-
vent prayer on the lone mountain side. .

Greater cultivation of the devotional habn would
lead to m~rvellous results. It would develop personal
elevation o, character and influence. Home hife would
be made sweetsr and brighter by its presence. The
bitterness and rancour so painfully apparent in the
cager race of cor.petition would be greatly lessened.
Things seen and temporal woulc assume their relative
proportions, and the unseen and eternal would increas-
ingly become present realities. It is told of Sir

" Robert Peel that, no matter how late the sitting in the
House of Commons, it was his regular habit on return-
ing home to spend -ome time before retiring to rest
in the perusal of works of dzvotion. No matter how
exciting had been the debate in which he had pre-
viously been engaged, the devotional hour always
had a tranquitlizing efiect on his moral and spiritual
nature,

Books and Magaszines.

DREW DRAKE AND H:s Ners. (Philadelphia:
Presbyterian Board of Publication ; Toronto: James
Bain & Son.)—A good, robust and healthy book, con-
veying’to the reader’s mind high-toned moral purpose
and kindly feeling.

MABIL'S SUMMER IN THE HIMALAYAS. By Mrs.
Hclen i:. Holcomb, of Allahabad. (Philadelphia :
Presbyterian Board of Publication ; Toronto : James
Bain & Son.)—A simple, natural and well-written
story of life in India,

GRIFFIN ALLEY FOLK. Or Pearls from the
Slums. DBy Emest Gilmore. (Philadelphia: Pres-
byterian Board of Publication; Toronto: James
Bain & Son.)—A thoroughly interes. ng story for
roung readers, written in a lively and natural style,
showing the wretchedness and misery inscparable
from wrong-doing and also showing the saving power
of true religion. '

GATHERED JEWELS. A collection of Sunday. School
Hymns and Tunes. Edited by W. A. Ogden. (Toledo,
"Ohio: W: W. Whitney.)—In addition to alarge selec-

.tion of Sunday school hymns with appropriate music,

.
.

this neat and moderately priced little work contains
also a number of well-known hymns and tupes classi
fied as Christian Heant Sonygs, and a goou selcction of
Standard Hymns of the Church with their familiar
tunes.

THE CULDEE Cuurcil, By Rev. T. V. Moore,
D.D. (Richmend, Va.: Presbyterian Committee of
Publication.)~ This1s a neat httle tractate in paper
cover. There are seven chapters, wntten ... a popu-
lar and pleasing style, under she following titles . lona,
Apostolic  Succession, Plantng of Chnstianity in
Scotland, Culdee Preshyteranism, Reign of Popey in
Scotland, the Reformation in Scotiand, and Conclud-
ing Reflections.

FickLE FOrTUNE. 3y Robina F. Hardy. SUN-
DERED HEARTS. By Annie S, Swan, (Edinburgh:
Oliphant, Anderson & Ferrier.)—"These two voluraes,
neatly printed ard in paper covers, form  Nos. 2
and 3 of an attractive popular shilling scries issued
by this well-known firm of Edinburgh publishers.
Readers of Annic S, Sivan's and Robina F. Hardy's
works do not nced to be told that they are churmingly
written and elevating in tone.

THE O1D ‘TesTaMeENT STUbENT.  Willlam R,
Harper, Ph.D., Editor. (Chicago: The American
Publicution Society of Hebrew.)- The dr  :n of this
able monthly is to promote a profound ai schularly
study of the Old Testament Scriptures. It is not the
organ of any particular school' of thought, and the.
editor intimates ihat cach contributor has to be re-
sponsible for his own contribution. A number of
scholatly divincs of various shades of opinion con-
tribute to its pages.

WosmaNHooD. By-the Rev ] H. Worcester, Jun.
{Philade!phia * Presbyterian Board of Publication;
Toronto* James Bain & Son.'— This is a neat little
paper-coverea publication under the name of the
Westminster Chcap Series. Rev  “dr. Worcester
preached a scries of sermons in Sixth Presbyteriun
Church, Chicago, on ldeal Womanhood, Purpose,
Occupation, Adornment and Influence. They are
good, sensible and Scriptural sermons, now repro-
duced in this cheap and handy form.

HINTS AND SUGGLESTIONS ON SCHOOL ARCHITEC-
TURE AND HYGIENE. With plans and illustraticns.
By j. George Hodgins, M.A,, LL.D., Deputy-Minister
of Education. (Toronto. Printed for the Education
Department.)— This useful and convenient manual
has been prepared under the direction of the Hon.
Minister of Education for the benefit of school trus.
tees throughout the Province. They will find that in
brief compass most valuable information on all that
pertains to the neatness, beauty, aaaptation, comfort
and healthfulness of school buildings and their acces.
sories is presented. Dr. Hodgins has done his work
admirably.

PLATFORM AND PuLPIT AIDS. The Clerical Lib.
rary. (New York . A, C. Armstrong & Son.)—This is
a handsome and useful addition to the valuable series
comprising the Clerical Library. It contains speeches
by the most eminent Christian orators of thegpresent
and recent times, and a selection of fresh, pithy and
occrsionally humorous illustrations. It includes a
varie.. series of strikivg extracts from addresses on
Home Work, Foreign Missions, Bible Distridbution,
Tcmperancc and miscellancous subjects. The work
gives an excellent idea of effective platform oratory,
and is fruitful in suggestion to the public speaker on
religious and moral themes. o

JoHR BRIGRT, though now advanced in years and
in indifferent health, has lost none of the clearness of
his keen moral perception. This is shown by the
estimate he places on the usefulness of Sabbath
schools, as expressed on a recent public occasion.
He says they contribute much toward the develop-
ment of the moral feelings, and that the work per-
formed by them was of more importance at the pre-
sent moment than it had been at any previous period
in English history. The powers of monarchs wére
lessening, and the influence of the aristocracy was
fading away. The only power that was growing—
a power that would never henceforth be limited—was'
the power of the people. He claimed, therefore, thav
the most pressing need at the present time was politit
cal education, by which there could be cultivated in

the minds of the ﬁeo;l)lc a sense of their moral respon-
sibility. They should be taught that labour ‘would:
have its just reward, and that the wealthyshould be

permitted to enjoy their riches in security. e s



