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"Thit girl %vill icvcr îîîalc n sensible waîîiaîil." saYs
the propibet ai evil. MNiss Ilcliîida 1Frisky. oi wvlîoîi
this was saiti, quicteti clown as site caille titan twvclty,
inarrieti a sensible yaung nin, tock gondi care oi lier
homte, trainct i er ianmily well, leniinc an excellent
memiber of tht Churcli, a useful mîîciîber ai society, anti
in aIl respects anc ai tlîc înost wvortliy anti respecteti
womeninlichtcomiluiinity. ''ieîoht n viwr
wrong in thecir ;îrcdictions.

IlTîtat boy will neyer amutnt ta anytliing," says the
prophet of eii wiîh no air ofniçckdoîn iliit nestheî qolo.
mon, non Snloii. nor Sncraie% evrr danrel in nsunie
That boy gocs ta school, warks liard, studicsa praics.
sian, andi nt fiI'îy i noir ni thetrlading meni ai the
country. The prophiet oievil wa.t. Ivrnng.ig.,iin

"That newv firnit wnn't çtand lnng." says olul Shylnrk,
w'ho tlîinks uit youag mîan shinuld <lare ta start in bîusi*
ness withîout askiag luis lcavc. Pui andi pull, wîork
liard, live econotilienlly. trcat the pîublie wveli, anti in
a iew years beconie anc of tht leadu:îg firnis ai the
towa. Tht prophiet ai evii wvas wnong agaiti.

Prophets ai poil aire just ais likcly ta ue wvrong as
prophets ai evii. The nian wvhn predic'ts goond tliings
la a mucli iiornanîable man titian the prnlihets ai cvil,
but bis predictirons arc just ras liable tn lic u'rnag. la
fact, prophesyiag is the niiosi unrertain btîusincss ia tlîk
country, anti tliat is saying a gindt cItai If the list nf
unfuiilîcti predictions madie in Canada at in the
hast twcnty ycars by nour wvisest mea rouult lu %vritîcui
011t. tht volume %votihd prnhahlv he the lirgest one in
ti -iuntry. Ifitle list afiltîtse mande by fili1s <'oulti
bc publisheti, tht country wvould scarcely contain it.

Twenty vrars :îgn aur politirians brntîglt tle poli
tical afl'airs ai aId Cnada ta a dcachlock Ta put
martcrs right they dci'ised the preent Cnnfetieration
Schemne. The air ~'sfilied %vith glowving prcdictions
about tht marvellous nesults that Conicdcration wvould
briag about in a fcwv years Thtre wcerc also predir.
tions on the othier side. A 1lrcat many people pre-
dicteti that the \'nva ;cntin wntd figbî if they iVere
forcecl ifito the Coîîfedrracy The lirnplhetç on bath
sides were wvrong. Confieratina dit îlot brng hall
ai the benefitq thnt were predirteti, andi the Illue N'oses
didn't figbt. A gond inany penple, vnt Ily nny means
fools, have grave tinubts a- in wlittlher Cnictieraitin
tee will acconipliqh the liutiIredth of what its lon
moters predictedti îenty att ycr<r agn

lIfanybody îi'isius in se'r a slrntlhc illustration of
how really great menta il in the realut (oi pnnphc.ry, let
hiai read the speeches macle in the Brnitislh House ai
Cammons during, atîcia iew years prior tn, the Amnr-
can Revolution. 110% înany of the prcdictions malle
about the rcvolting colonists have bcen fulfiled ? Thte
neighbouring Republic, tîte secondi grnatest Englisli
speaking nation in tIe %vorld, gives thle ansver.

Years aga, ane ai tht bcst poublir mna that ever
:erved in Cnadca, the lion. Robent B3aldwin, deviseti
a systet ai local government for the peopile. It was
predicteti by sorie ivise ina ai thnt tume thai this
municipal systeni wvould tring turc cahainities upon the
country Thc municipal cnunrils %vert calîcti IlSuLk
iag Repubhirs." What onet hng ;n elntanlýo ta day
wonksbettertban aur municipa-l s"ystem> The prophets
wcre aIl wvrnng.

Pmopheus ahound inl tht Churrît as îî'ell as in the
State. We have more propîtets nov tItan wenc faunti
in the Jcwish Churcb ai any given time Thîey pre.
dict more thiags ilian the Jcwvish prnphrts titi Usu-
afly they resemlo~ Jeremiali more tItan Isaiah.

In 1861 a union took place hertwtea the enc andi
Unitedi Presbytenian Churches ia tlîis country. Pro.
phets ahways flourish when titre kç union in the air.
Sanie ai tiiose î. invoun ai union mate most glao'ing.
predictions about tht marvchlous uliags that union
would bring about- Tiioseoiposet in union prcdicted
dire calamities Very fi-w ni the bleIssings andti fanc
ofithe calamities even came.

In 1375 we hîni ailler ant i uch langer union.
Tht p.'ophets an bath sides bac]i another gondti tre.
Wha docs flot remlember the glowiag prctiictions about
the Chiurch thiat usas .ta extend frait the Atlanutic ta
tht Pacific? They %vere twin brothens ta the Confedena.
tion epeecheï %bout the country that was ta extenti
frorn-wel> we needr.'t say whcre. The prophets an
tht unian side titi their work weli. Tîjose opposed ta

tht union put la sanie lively wotk. Nat anc out ai
fîfty ai tht predictcd blessings or calaniltici ever yame.
Plerhaps soaine ai thîcîn înay camte le% but flot very
likely Tue p)rophets onbath aides werc wratg agaîin.

lit sSo anti s8li we biac! a lively tinte aver tht
-irgan Tht prophets were ln claver ta the cyez. The
lîrîlîirries caine thick anti fast. Glowing predlctiails
sent mtalle about tht power oi the Ilkiat" nIù builti up

anti destray. On tlîc anc side sue werc talti that the
" iat " liant marvollous puower ta draw ; an tht aother
ilînt the "lkist" wauild acatter likt the Riot Act. Tht
Ilkist"I caîlît, but it Iid flot do either 'tht ont orn the
atîter. One very sanlguine individual salit: Il c miust
have muusic ta mnove tllt miasses." Others declareti
Ilînt the mtontcent the use ai the "lkist " was sanctioneti
the lighilaindersilaGlengarry, Huron anti Bruce would
boit ta a main. Tht Ilighlanders didn't boit. They
stocti tht Ilkist " as bmavely as theïr cauntrynten stand
the ltussiaa horse at Bialaklava. A Iliglilancinian
rarcly Iives his Church, ifhe la let alone. Itilaneeti.
lcs ta say the music didn't niave the masses ta any
great extent. The masses neeti sometbing more power.
fi titan a meclodean ta move tîcîn.

About the sanie tinte thent was a lively discussion
an thc use ai lynias. Tht prapliets were again ta tht
front.,. As usuial tbey %vert wrang. Tht hynins diti
saine gondi but no hara.

Modern prophets, like thuose ai the oltien tume, nsay
be divitiec into tht major andi the minor. Tht major
propliets foreteil great national andi great ecclesiastical
events. Tht minor deal wîth amaîl maiters. Minar
* propluets are found in most cangregatians. Thein forte
is ta pncclict that certain thinga will "asplit the Churchl
Witb an air ai wisdlom that Solomton never assumeti
la his palmiest days thcy pretiict that if you don't do
just u-hiat thcy atvise, dire calamities wili be certain
ta cone. The cahamities rarely camle.

Tht predictions ai tht icir praphot would be coin-
panativcly lnnmless uvzre it nat that lie toa aiten feels
utier obligations ta try ta iuilfil bis predictions. If
hie is a real gondi man, if lie lias enough ai grace anti
is thoroughly loyal ta bis Chunch, be will try ta avent
the calatuities hic predits. Site ai tht mea wlio
predicteti tlîat peoplt would boit on the ongan question
diti noble service in keepiag them front bolting. AIl
hianaur ta tht ian who warks ta prevent tht fulfilnient
ai lis awn predîctions. l'e is a noble specimen ai
huian niture. Hte is a man. But there 'la always a
danger tbat if a nman predtcts the Church will split, hie
nîay icel bounti ta tnt' huis best to split it. Iflie pre-
dicts Ilthe munister vill fail," lie may do ail lie can ta
make hiiuî fai. If le prducts tht maney cannot be
raiseti, lit may bc tempteti ta hinden, sa far as be can,
the naîsing afiut. In tdits way prophcsysng becames
a tiangerous business, cspecialiy ta tht praphet.

Moral :-Never prophîcsy. Tht futurt is la God's
hantis-uat ours. WVe kruow notbing albout it. Pro.
phecsying never proves that a mna is luise. Usuahhy it
it proves .ex.-ctly tht reverse. Therefore-ctveroa
phery. _________

TH1E ORIGINV 0F RELIGIONS.

P'ROF F. %IAX %IUt LER'S 111DIIERT LFCrURES.

liI' DR. F. R. IIKAMnI, BlRANTF'ORD.

At the prescrit day mental activity is flot content
ta move .ilong the oId uines. Everyuhere the
fouadations ai things are subjtc.ted ta carefut
scrutiny. Event in the important malter ai religion
we fiat that flot oaîy its credientials, but also its tua-
tameatal grovnds ane undergoing nigiti examination.

Tht study ai comparative religion bas brouglit ta
liglut many interesting facts. Tht work ai sucb mca
as MüllIer, Birch, Sayce, Rawlinson, Stanuley, Jawett,
Seelev anti Rhys Davits is ai immense value, alike la
its relation ta literature, and in its bcaring an the ques-
tion ai tht anigin ai religion. To give a broati, fain anti
scientiftc interpretation ai tht vast amray af facts which
have been set forth during tht hast twenty-five years,
and ta determine tht relation ai Cbiatianity ta tht
great histonicai religions ai tht world are subjects
worthy ofithe most careful study. Are we ta bie con-
tent with the histonico-evolutionat'y anti naturalistic
explanations oi tht llcts whlch, in certain circîts, are
very popular at tht prescrit day? If we are con-
viaceti ofthe iasufficicncy ofithese explazuatians, satfar
at heast as Chnistianity is conccmned, how ame we ta
proceeti ta establish tht peculiar dlaims ai Clinistianity
tcî be the onhy truc religion, anti, as sucb, couning
ehemtnts that tranactnd the natural i

That religions existeti before ity part of the lBie
wam written, at )tait in its present forai, in evident.
That religion existeti prior to sorce kinti of reveIation
from Goti ls scarccly îilccly, cvcn thougli we holth lat
man trom the first possesse in la is nature ai religlous
faculty. Two views ire taken of the nature of the
gret historical religionst, including Clîristlanity, both
o(which place them MIi blc sanme catcgory. Sornie
maintain that they ail contain, in greatcr or less de.-
grec, supernatural clemnts; others argue that they
are ali capable of natural explanations. The latter
vicw lias rnany ativocates nt the prebent day.

Two inethotis are also adopted inl dealing with the
whole sublect of comparative religion. Accasdling to
onc methoti the contents af the various fornis of
religion are carefially analyzcd, ani the results of the
analysis comipareti. The conclusion gcnerally arriveti
at la that the vatious religions ire found Ia differ In
degree, but flot in kinti. It is proper ta remark here
that, in the comp.lrison of Christi-inity with ailier
religions, there la à gootidecitai what may be called
special pleading an the part of Ille ativocales of natu-
ralism, inasmucli as Christianity is cither inadequately
describeti or its points of resenibiance with other
foais af religion are emphasizcd, andi its icatures af
difference amînirnizeil, by thent.

The other niethoti nay be called the historical.
According ta this niethoti the streamn af the history
ai religion is followed up its various bran rches toward
their sources. While this secms% thc mont rational
methot, it lias, honwever, very serious difticultics. In
many cases the invcstigator soan fintis hîiseli in the
hazy region of rnyth ani fable. Sarne writers, ab-
serving this ta be the case in many fo'ris of religion,
conclude that Clîristianity hati its origin in tht saine
way. it may be abservccl here that even a cursary
examination af the historical records af the early
stages ai the teveral religions cannot fail to reveal the
fact that Christianity is on a much marc secure his-
tarical basis than the others. A simple comparisan
ofjudaismi with Greek mythology, anti of Christianity
with Buddhism will make this clear.

Professor Müller pursues mainly the historical
methoti. But whîle this is stated, it is flot ta be for-
gatten that ini dealing with the literature of India lie
also employs the analytical mcthad. In bis Hibbert
Lectures, flow before us, lie examines the literature of
Indii, withi a view ta discover what aid it atTords in
answering the question of the ortgin af religion. These
lecturcs are seven in number. Ilefore making some
critical remarks cancerning theni, a bni sketch ai
each lecture may be given.

The first lecture takes up an important preliminary
topic. It tre-its ai "ltht Pecrception of the Infinite."
1leasserts that wclhave tht itica of tht inficite; ather-
wise religion would bc impossible. In regard ta the
way in whiclî we arrivc nt tItis idea, lie i% distinctty on
the empirical grounti af tht I.ockian School. Ht
sayi: "Il Ai ur knowledge begins with the senses, and
aut of tht niaterial stipplied by the senses Rensan
bujîtis up ber marvellou% structures." Many i%nil&IT
passages mîgýit bc quoteti. Speaking of a primitive
savage, andi tht way lie gains tht idea ai the infinite,
he says: "I1 answer without any fear ai contradiction
thai it is bis stases wbich giwe him tht, flrst impression
afi nfinite things, anti force hi ta the admission ai
the infinite."1 In defining tht nature ai the infinite
h., hoa'ever, very qumctly identifies st with tht inde.
finý%te. 1-is words are : IlThie indefinite anti tht in-
finite are in reality twa names for the saie thing, the
former expressmng its phenomenal andi tht latter its
re;I character."

liaving sbown ow tht idea ai tht infinîte is reached,
lic procets, aiter noticing several popular andi philo.
sophical definitions ai religion, ta gîve bis awn. This
definition is twofold. (Jbjectively, t tivolves, ind
rests in, the reality of Illt inlinite ; subjectively, it is
tht potential cnergy which enables man ta appiehenti
the infinite. It is with tht latter phase ai tbc matter
that Muller chicfly deals.

In the second lecture lie dealsin an exhaustive andi
effective way witli the Corntist theory ai tht arigin ai
religion, ai which Positivism is tht English represen-
tative. This theory fintis tht origin ai religion in
Fetishism, or tht warship ai simple natural abjects.
Hetre Müller givesmuch information in regard ta the
orngin ai tht word Fetish, anti cancerniag tht nature
af tht forni af religion denateti thereby arriang duffcreht
nations. Ht shows conclusively tîsat this la no« ti.
primitive forrm af religion. Frai tht teitimony of
travellers, b7 tht tacts of history, anti on paycýbooicm.


