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TIIE folly ai the prolhibitianisis whn pcrsisted in
running a prohibition ticket at thc presîdcrntial cc-
tions is now bcearing its legitinatc fruit. Sevcntccn
cities ai Massaclausts lîcîti their maunicipal electiauas
a fcwv days ago. Out ai these sevcntccnu cigbt hast
ycair decideti ta htave no iicensc. Thlis ycar oniy
thîrc sa decideti and in those tht-cc the liquar vote
%vas grcatly incrcased. A feu- da>-s ago Ex-gos cruar
St John, the prohîbationîst candidate, couiti bcarcely
get a licariuîg au flac Stattc'Tenaperance Convention in
To'peka, Kansas, anti wvhn licard thc tivi-anuuc t-uic
w.tsscverciy appiied t tnim. A short tinte aga bc w.s
the iîiost popular prohbiîxonist in the Wesî. In
Maryland tac haome ai Mur. Danîcîs, puroahibitiomn can-
didate for the Vicec.Presidency, st.x cecttoîts bave
lateiy bccn helti in local option couliuses tbh fornaerly
glave niajahities fat- prohibition, andti he tomperance
candidates tvere hatily becaten ia cvery anc ai thent.
Republicans blatute the proliibitionists for dcfeausing
Biaine anti thcy nauraily iakzcecvcry apportîînîty ta
decat thein. Ail titis corntes front :nxing prohibition
with party pc'iiuics. There us a fessor here for Cali-
adians. The wnndcri succcss ai the !Scatt Act
ariscsilargcly front tbe fact that the agitation bas been
kcept aj.oaf frani pahitics. Taries and Li.berals have
uniteti in faveur- ai prohibition. Saune ai thesc days
a icw fanatics may comnbine ant iunsast on runnung
prohibition candidates at p«trli.taenta*r>' clections.
WVbei'thlar day cornes, ïf ut dme corne, ilt temper-
aince cause in Canada vill go back, twcnty years.
Evcry.atempt in that dircectian %hauld bc pranaptly
stamnpei ouL. .We sitoulti lear wistiom frorn the
mistakes ai aîtr ntghbout s.

TIuE refutsai ai the- ipop)t ta aliow tht reportrrs ta
rnaan auti a ongregattionailuineeting, laity helti in Ta.

ronto, ilis given risc ta sarne discussion about tht uight

of the press ta repart sacla proccedings. Some inno-
cent people sceni ta thînk the intcrest taken by the
press i meetings af titat land is ail innovation whicb
lias corne in %vith Ainerican and Canadian sensitional
joîirniisin. They scau ta tbink ncwspapers nevcr
interfcre wvith the chutrca " an the aid country." *rîose
good souls ran ncver have seen a copy of the Edin-
burgh .5cî>fsna. In a fyle of tiaat journal tbe mnies
of the laite Dr. liegg ami of Dr. Rainy appear about as
oiten ;as the names of Sir John and Mr. Blake appcar
in the Globe ani ilfail. In a recent issue af tiaat
journal thcre as an editorial article just a coiumin in
lengîla sncring in the mosî conheînptuous manner at
one of the Greenock, runistcrs because lie said lie hall
soiule difficuity an dcîdint, betwecn fieldis of labour
afféed bamI. Il is broadly Ilinitei that lie kept tue
question before 1' a thronc ai grace" until saule mat-
ters iii dte of the congrcgatians sbouîic bc scttlcd.
Few papers it tiais Doinion wouid have pîîblishcd
tiîat article even in the feail ai a letter, nsuch iess as
anl editoriad. Wc question vcry naaucb if tbcrc is ant
paper it the Dominion that %voului haave publisficti il
iii any form. ln the saine issue tbcrc is a report
of ail alcged " licresy hunt» in tue Frec Churcit in
Lebîli, racy enougli for a Chaicago jutrnal. Sorne af
aur dailies rnay be rather fond af sensationai bead-
ings and tlîcy niay bave a weakncss for giving undue
prailtinence tu the «' spicy" part of a report, but tliey
treat cliircia miatters on tihi. wiaaie in a gand -ipirt.
Thac is no venoi it Canadian journais wbcit titcy
discuss ciaurcli questions.

A of~".)~ ai nost af tue Repuiblican journals dur-
îîag tle l.Ite' presidential can'.a55 aouid have corne ta
no otîter conclusion, if lie beiievcd one hiall lic read,Itlîan titat Graver Clcveland wvas ane ai thc warst iten
in tc Uited Siates. Since fls clection scverai eacts
hia% e coile ta iigbit wliicb prove tîtat, noîwiîiistanding

I lib anc sad lapse, the l>resident ciect lias sonte of the
noblesi qualities of aur fallen nature. His frtîler,
.it w -as a Presbytcriani initer it Yorl. State, (lied
about thirty years aga, Ieaving a wilwandi niie
chlîcrcîi, four of iviiouat net-e 'otîngcr ilhan Grover.
*Tliugli tiien but seventeeni years of age he obtained
a situation a!> teaclier anti gave bis earnings clacer-
illy for the support of bis widowced matoher and the

youinger chlidren. Sa sensitive wvas lie about ber sup-
port that lie refuseci ta iinvber *ta draw% upon
the s'.idois' fund of the chut-ch, preferring ta h-'lp her
wviîl lais own scant carningÉ. During tbe ycars tbat
lie stuchîed iaw lie did ail in lais powver ta bclp ber, and
%%-len lac entcrcd upon the practice ofibis profession anti
nmade nsoncy in abundance, be voiuntarily denied
îiînsclianany luxuries, anti providcd libcraily for his

agLhl moilher ani fie younger menabers of the family.
lits eldcst sister is the wife of a Plresbytcriaii mission-
ary n India. The stipend ai her busband bas been
regularly stupplcmenierd for many ycars b>' thais broihler,
and four ai bier chiltiren iarouglit bome and cducated
by iaim. Clevelandi cannaI bc sucb a mnunster aiter
ai11 as tue -Party .uournals trieti ta makze hisn appear.
Tbec i!, a1 great offset ta bis sati lapse. But wben
wvould onc liear anytbing froni the politicians about
dits offset ? And niay il îlOt bc truc ihlat tht- public
mten ai Canada about wloinn ve rcad'sucb bard tbings
ev.cry day htave a good many gond qtialiîics about
whiicl nt) ont ever bears until tht-y die'

Taii. Franr linc Ihidi latciy passed hy the Glaistone
Governmcnt .. c.,. the franchise ta about tiva millions
ai votcrs. It %ould not be a surprasc: if tbesc newly
chfrancbiscd electors turncd the Grand Olti ?%an out of
office at the nlcxt gencrai ecction. Sucb îlîings do
sointirnes bappen. Tbe ]late Gcorge liroit n hd a
solîid answcr for his <ppantents wvbcn they cbarged birn
with agîîatîng for refornis ta increase bis popularity.
It %vas that the min wvbo flghts for rcfornas andi se.
cures theni ncvcr gets the popularity. This is sadiy
truc oi tbc Chut-ch as wvcll 'as 'Jethc State. We couid
naic at Icast ant %worthy minister who in ycars -one
by brouglit no snaali arnaunt ai oi uni upon bimseliiby
advocatîng reforins in aur Colleges anti Home Mission.
Ccntralization in Home 'Mission wvorl, and enîrance
cxarninatin b>' a board as well as by Presbytcrics
%vert n6t in1roduccd witlsout serve opposition andi a
gooti dc.al or friction. The Church cnjoys the ativan-
t.ages of bella now andi would ncvcr cvcrx dreani ai
,going back ta îbhe aid systenas. Maaay a ininister suf-
fers hca.-use lat bas bccn conapchied by duty. tai ci
somet utiple.ts2nt worl, in Iiis.congýrcgtion. lie firads

pcrhaps that a change ai organization or a1 change of
nsen are neccssary andi tbc changes arc matie. The
îaang ai tlacin, iaowever, praduces sa inucl friction
titat the ininister lias ta go. Trhe uscess rnen ivho
lose office andi tbe fossuls who admtire tite üid worn-out
nîachinery that wouid not run are tao nîuc for Iiaui.
A gýod easy mi corntes, ai-hoà lias no changes ta
ntake andi lie t-uns the newv txaclîinery ivitîtott any
frictioni. Everybudy likes 1dm. Three-fourtbs ai lais
suiccess arises front thec efforts af blis banislicdl pretie-
cesser. Miglat not Claristian nien gie a iitt!e credlit ta
%workcrs %vite Vc~ forc.ed ta do rough work? But thaey
dan't, mnores tic pily.

F-LAR NOT; F-ORe BEHOLD I DRING YOU
GOOL) FIDINVGS.

TruouGhî the precise date ai tlac bitti ai cuir Saviaur
inay nlot nowv be dcf'anitely ascertairacd, and thougli a
profiliess discussion as ta tite exact ciaronoiogy ai the
tnasî important cvent in tue annais ai time ntay bc
continueti, in airnasi cvery country untier Heaven,
tbase îî'io bear tbe Christian naine celebrate the
twcnty-fitb ai Decetnber as anc oi the laappicst days
ai tue wholc year. Tiarougliaut Europe and Ainierta,
in far India, in the British possessions, at the Antipodes
the people dchigbt ta observe the recognizeti natal
day ai tbe Founder ai aur iaaiy religion.

Foriegn inissianaries in tbeir distant bomnes feel
tbe giaddening influences ofithe season. Tlaey recaunt
tbc niercies tbcy bave expcrienccd, tbey tbink lavingly
of the dear unes in their native landi, andi look for-
warti with renewcd Iloplo anti failai for the caming ai
the day when ail the ends ai the carth shahl sec the
salvatian ai aur God. In beleaguered, Klaarlum the
iaiîbfui anti hcra;c Gardon and his folloiv-crs, arnid
titeir anxieties and distractions, wili have sane tinie
ta think ai the past, anti their frientis thr away. Our
feiiow-countryrncn an the Nile expedition ivili not for-
tgct tbc Canadian bornes dat-keneti by the loss ai those
wba have perisheti in the waters ai thc ancient river.

It is a privilege that tue busy wbeeis ai industry
cease for a day ta revolve. The stcady rotund, tlac
ceasclcss monaîany ai toil, prepares for thie real en-
joyrnent ai thc day that brings a briéi respite ta mast
people. Holme on tbaî day is pecuiiariy attractive
There may bc piercing ca!d witbaut, or the snowtlakes
quickly falling ; but borne bas a sunshine andi glati-
ncss ai its own. It is difusive. The ageti inniates
wlio hav'e weil nigh donc with thc intcrcsts an-d
anxieîics of cariier tiays, srnulc bcaignantly on tbe
joyaus faces afiftheir grandcbiidren rcflccting back
their bappincss. An-d the citildrin ! How artfcss
and unaffecteti tbeir deiigbî as the gifts tbe marating
briîtgs thIn are gazed on wvitb raptiare for the twentietb
tinte. Enjoy tbe day wbilc yoîî may before care sets its
impress on your young hcarts. Onlywhs-lnyau are so
gladi yourseives, dan't be taa selfisb in yaur jay. ile
wbose birtb in Iletbichim is cechrattd lovedtheli
chiltiren as He laveti ail wvitb a bouindless love, 'Iveti
andi dieti ta blcss athers.

'rTe varicd round ai hurnan lifé is niiier ail sun-,
shine noir gloons. Many homes u'ill be brightcncd
witla Cbristfa-aastide nairth anti gladness ; therè %viii
aise bc at-any ati tubs beason of depression wvlirre
glorn and dcspondcncy lie like a tbick, dat-k ciouad.
To many at best the d'ay u'ili be chterless. To tbink
kindly ai the iovntroddcn in the' wcary ntarch of liue
is samcîbing ; ta impart sane practical hencfit is bet-
ter. Even-anîang the heathengenerasity 'vas a mucli
laudeti vittue ; it is an essential cbaractcristic afprac-
tîcai Christianity. Plcacc an cartb anti goot i viii ta
men %vas a benison not for one bt-ici day in the year,
but for cery day througba'ît ail tume.

Christmnas day not oaiy brings back ta meaîory the
nielodicus sang ai the.-angclstwbich bas con tinucti in
its immortal be.tuty, ta echo down the ages it speaks
ta the inniast hcart ai ail believers ai the ativance ai
îCnt kingdorn the Prince ai Peace bas foundeti. It is
ta the world a propbccy ai that blessedti i-l whca
angchic voices shahl again take up the sang of victary,
ilThc kingdorns ai this rt-d have become tlac king-
dam af aur Lard anti ai is Christ, anti He shail rciga
fat- ever."

Teoaur t-cadet-s wc scai tc customary grccîbags ai
the scason, A dERRRY CIIRISTMAS AND) A' HAPPY't NEW
irAR nonc the lcss sîncercly because it is a goati oid
customn. bla.y the ponce ai Goi t-uic in the hearts,
anti the lave ai Goi t-est in tite thtousanis ai hantes
inta %vhicb Tîhy. CANADA I'RIirrEa.IAN is an in-
vitcd guest.
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