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Meurs Thampsan and Cuthbertsan wir appointed
ta represtnt tht Presbytery whan tht question of
settliag tht relationship ai Strathroy cames up befare
the meeting of tht Synad. Mr. McRobie, on behaîf
ai the Coînnittee on tht State ai Religion, gave an ex-
cellent repart, which was rectivcd. Tht Prtsbytery
tendered their thanirs ta tht coanmittee, esptciaiiy ta
the canvener, for diligence lu tht matter, and instruct
tht conventer ta iorward tht saine ta the canvener of
the Synod Commite. Tht repart cf Sabbath school
wark was presented by Mr. McAlmon, which iras re-
ceivtd, and Instructions ivere given ta those parties
irIs have flot reported ta send in their reports ta Mr.
McAlmon, with a vicir af having themn forwarded ta
the canvener of tht Synod cammitîc of Sabbath
schoois. Ler.vc was granted ta Casulachie and Park-
hall ta have cails maderater! if necessary before the
ntzt ordinary meeting. Mr. Curait gave in the yearly
repart ai the Home Mission Committet. Messrs.
Duincan, Wels, and! Currit irere appainttd a committee
ta draft a-minute in refarence ta remits sent daim and
submtt tht. saine ta the meeting in April. A coin-
plaint was laid an the table wlth reference ta financiai
matters at Loglerait. Aiter htaring tht case at iengtb,
i iras referrer! ta a committet consisting af Messrs.
Cumes Cuthbertean, and A. S. Robertson, ta confer
with thse parties aur! repart in April. Repcrts irere
received, tram congregations in regard ta holding mis-
saonary meetings, and eht Presbytery cxpresstdl satis-
fction thetewith. Tht ncxt ordinary meeting was ap-

paînted ta be helr! aI Sarnia, in St. Andrew's Church,
on the third Tuesday in june, at three p.m.-GEORGE
CUTHBERTSON, Pres. C.krk.

SYNODICAL CONFERENCE ON STATE
0F RELIGION.

MIL Eoî'ORo,-Tht Cammittet on thse State of
Religion af thse Synod cf Toronto and Kingston, in
,.iese of tht expresser! desîre cf many for mare delibe-
rate aund systematit conference upan questions o!
Chnsttan lite and irorir connecter! wiah their depart-

1ment, anr! feeling tht great practical difficu!ty oi pro-
>viding for ibis durang tht session of Synar!, have, with

thaIe cordial ca-coperation oaine af the niost earnest
aur! eminent bretbren, ithan tht bounds, succeedad in
anranging a programme whach, by tht bltssing ai Gad,
il a is believed will secure a highiy interesting and
profitable stries cf metings for mutuai counsel anr!
edification ithin tht twtnîty-four houts prcceding tht
meeting af Synor! an May. Itas hoper!tht attendance
o f nienbers af Synor! and otliers wiii be large. Those

jû,ur)osnX rereçuesfrd 10 g7ve intimation Io the
Billtin,- Cornmitte cai Gueloh. Tht programme wiii
appeax shartly. W. M. RoGER,

Convener Com. S. o/ R.
Askburat, March z2th, 1883.

THE FORM OSA MISSION.

Professer McLaren, Canvener of the Foreign Mas-
ien Cammittet, bas forwarded tht fallowiug carres-

1 pondence for publication. Readersialperuse atwmii
Pl deep and thanirtul interest

H. B. M.'S CONSULATE,
TAMsui, Oct. soth, 1882.

SiR.- I have beers requesttd in vrrtang by Mr. Li,
one oi tht international agents at ibis port, ta maire

Stht following communication ta you:
la vicir ai the fact that by metans ai tht Oxford

CoIlege, which yau have latcly establashed here, Yeu
wil! spread education through this far off islaur!, mIses-e
tht ntans cf dissemninating it are insuffictent, and!
tlrcreby ctit tht gratitude of tht population, the local
authorities woulr! feel dissatisfied with îhemselves if
thay dî! flot assist in the paymenî ai tht expenses cf
th.- Coilege. Accardingiy tht Perfect bas written ta
Mr. Li ta say that ha has recciver! instructions front
tIse Tamai ta offer you ytarly tht sum, ai ont hundred
dollars as a contribution tram tht public funds toirards
thet pa>-msent cf the salarias ai the Coliegt teachers.

Mr. Li wishes Ia ge! permission froni you tc rnale a
personal (anual) visitation, anr! hald an axamination
ai tht scholars ia caIJjunction avith myseli (or tht
Consul for the tie being), and promises ta give prlzes
of wriîiug matriais, books, etc., ta thasc mIsa have
mnade masi prograss.

He also suggesis that if yau have failer! ta find a
Capable tcacher ai literatoure the local mandarins
shouir! procure f6r you the serices af ane ai character
and ability. in ordcr ta incrcasc the succ=s ai the

CoUlege, and that, at any rate, they should do so flext
ycar. A. HARTY, OffiCia fini, Cons1.

Additional light i% thrown on the character of the
donation hy l)r. Mackay's own letter, svhich is as fol-
laws :

TA.Nsui, Formosa, China.
Rn'. Prof Mfctaren, CF.M.C. :
Mvol DsAR I3io.,-The above dcspatch speaks for

itself. When the Consul sent it ta me he added.
" Neyer in my consulat experience have 1 met any-
thing an the part of Mandarins to be comparedto this
generous offer." Look ait il from any standpoint. 1
submit that it is remarkable, and shows how thse
Chinese aze really advancing. Whatever tise these
Mandarins thought or knew, ane thing is certain, they
knew that Oxford Coilege was Christian, and in con-
nection with a Christian mission. Indeed, the ont
wha lives here knew thse subjects taught, and yet
note the above genexous offer. Let samne persan
suppose guile at the battom, or suppose that ail they
cared for was a literaxy training. Still, i submit that
the affer is gencraus, and shows a inove in the right
direction. As ta guile, 1 ignore any such unjust im-
putation. 1 have lcnown the mover in this matter for
ici (ten) years, and neyer found him guilty of any such
thing. He bas presented the students with paper,
pens, min, envelopes, etc, etc., etc., and came >ester-
day in his se-Jan chair ta visit me. G. L. MACKAY.

We understand that the Rev. Dr. Mackay, while
thanking the Mandarin ver cordîaiiy for his generaus
aoffer, bas deemed it prudent ta decline it. In sa
doing, we have no doubt, hie has acted wisely. The
fact that such a remarkable offer bas been made is,
hawvever, full of encouragement.

The flowing letter af a later date is also very
gratifying :

FORNIOSA, Tamnsui, jan. 2od, 188 3 .
Rrz'. Prof. McLaren, C.F.M.C. :
My DEAR BRo ,-Another year is past forever.

G-ad bas been most assuredly with us douring ils fleet-
ing moments. Since oui retura ta aur bcloved For-
maosa, 1 baptized i40 persons, including aild and
younig. Let celd hearted professed Christians inCanada tell me if this work in Formosa îs not of God.
At Sis-fiam, wdaen we abserved the commemaoration
of aur Saviour's dying love, fully ;oo souls in and out-
side thse chape! either sat or stad with profaund
solemraity. What an autburstoaisang when weclosed
by singing the hundredth Psalm ar. Clunesa! I
wouldn't givet it for all the jaunty, theatrical perform-
apores in somechurches by ungodly men and momen,
though their voices shatald be sweet enough ta charms
the devii.

At another town just when thse couvertswsere being
scated araund tht Lard's table, tira Sarcerers appeared
in front of tht chapel and surnoned hundrcds of de-
trotes by beating gongs, etc. In a faw minutes an
angry mob pushed ta and frra lookirg in at us. What
think yau ? Tht canverts toolc their places as cooly
as going ta their dinner table. 1 stood on the plat-
forrn and announced the 32nd hymn cf aur collection,
that famous sang ire used in days gant by, " lims not
ashamed ta aira my Lord," etc.

,Almast unconscaously the couverts irere on their
ct, and rLade tht chape! ring and echo wîth praises

ta tht God of aur fathers. 1 tbought af the coven-
anters ia the moors ar.d glens of dear aId Scotland.
Tht rnob stood camplcteiy bafflerd. A (tir moments
marc and mnen frornm the VYnitn apptared and dispersed
the croird. Wt had a sirteter commun-ion than if tht
cnemy hadnfot beenaaraused. "At evaning tirnethere
shall be lzght" Aftcr ail of that I near!y ended my
poor L-bours in tht maunitains. Passing over a high
range along a wmnding path a deadiy, venomous Scr-
pent, tht Cobra di capedlo with hooded htad struck
at mc rwith incrcdibtc violence and )ust missed. Ta!!
grass stood on tact' side of -,t path sa that I dia flot
sec him at fsrst. God reig- >, jesus laves; heavan is
apen;, sa no matter. Mrs. Mackay teaches cvery day
in Oxlard College. G. L MACKAY.

$ABBATH $9HG-OL .T% ACHKB.
INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

Aprit z.
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SIMON 7IME SORCERER. I Acu vaaa.14~5.

GOLDNz TFic.-"' Thy hcart. Is not right Ili Une
sight cf God."-Aeis S: 21

Norsts.-Slrn.on, talle! ',Simon Miags"-thaî Is,
Simon tht mzgimzrn or sorcerer. Ile is sala ta have beeni cf
Gîtta, a taira aiSamnaia; probably edacated!at.Alexndia;
practiser! mzec in SAsmaria; proiesseil ta believe ut PIsihip's

-J

pýrcachirg; rebuked by Peter.d Some sny lie aan oppoledl
letes ast Rame, and vs dcified there ; others Ti t hie Eilter!

hianself Samaria. a noter! cil7 cf l'a.lestine, a,,out hirty-
five miles north oi JeruWaeni, anîd ilbiut miîdway betireci
tire NMediterranean Sura and the (iver Jcrrdan. It was founder!
hy Omrti about 925 ti.C. ; twîce besteged ti vain by the
S;yiiansi Kings 2o0 -s ; 7. Kings 6 24 ; 7 .0 zo capitrer!
lîthe lrarsg af Assyria (2 Kiligs 18 9, 1a) ,again taken b)y
1 yrc.tnus r09 ii.it. ;, inuýIrovtd loiy liero! ; Josephus sys
the capital or chic( city af Sasmria iras calter! Sebaste, at
this tome ;it soon beRan ta dccay aii the rire of Neapolis or
Nablirs, anmi is now îrnly a mass of suins. Inrusalern,
the c-a j.1al of the Ilcbrcw nootion, antd known as the sacre!
cîîy oithetvorid. It ismationeid in Scripturc as "Salem'
(Gel. 14 18) ; «"Jehovah-illeth " (..n 22 1 4) chaius,
(jash. 18 28) ; 1'Jebus" ( udges 19 to1) 'Zion"

(i Kngb's: il; "City a f it avid" qi Kîngs - 1);
IAf1cI "tisa. 29: 1)- " Csty Of Gar!" (Poo- 46: 4);

Cî.'ty ai tihe Great king" <Matt. 5- 3) "City ai
josdai" (2 Chron. 2S : 28) ; " kloiy City" (Neh,. it : 18)

*Ciiy ùf S1ýo.mrnities ' (Isa. 33 : 20); " Castie Zîo"
(ar IL trrn. ila 5) ; symi.olicaIly Jetusalem is cai!ed
the City cf Itighteousiiess," " New Jerusalem," etc. il
i, sommeild ciglaterî miles ivestL ci tht north enid of the Destd
Sca, andir about thirty miles e aie af the Mtlditer.-ancan Sez.

1. Tits Ai'crLssE SiNi IJOWN.;-Ver 14.-Tho
aporistle't lisard - the pec'p'e tri Gur always hcar af con-
verions; ilit convets Cannot keep) it ta themselves. They
air like the prophet; jer. 20 *9. Sent . . . Peter and
Jolin -huw often these two acted togethcr ! Yet rach
hart a brother in the twere.

Ver. i; -That they rmight rccive the Haly
Gliost - tlaty har! brent renewaed an thrir hearts -but per.
haps tht sjaecial gifts ai the Spirit were nat brstcwed under
I>hitàp's hands, ta show that the wurk couir! fot bc p)euftctly
catrier! an independentiy of the apasties.

%cr. i6.-F'aien upon liane cf themn they had
1lis renewing power, but flot tht gits as bestowtd an Pente.
cat 'Ver. 17 -Laid their liands on thera : aiter the
firt- potrirg out of Ilas pairecr, the lialy Spi:rit chose togv
Ilis greazt guits in cannectaon wîth tht laying on cf the hands
0f tht apostles. Ail men irouir! understand that thtse gifis
came from no axher scurce than Gor!, anr! they were in
direct ansirer ta prayer.

Il. Tiii, FALSE- Disrtait.E.-Ve;. iS.-When Simnon
saw : he wauid 1 wander " at this, even marc than ai
Philip's miracles. Greater titan varking miracles, wa the
besiairment of powrer by whach miracles cautd be wroughv.
OlTored thein rnoney.- thought they wcre posseiser! ai
grecaler magical scrLrets than bas casa, and hte wcuid buy
ticte, as peahaps for hail hoaight secrets befare. Showvs he
knew nothing of a proper change of heart. Origan cf the
terram "samany; rz. e. buyarag positions in the Chuich.

Ver. 19.-Give mri this puwver. no desare cf glon.
fying God : but ail self gtary.

Ver. 20.-Thy mnoney perish with thee . not so
much a curse, or a prophtcy, as a salen declaration of his
state. As if ta say, " ty saul as in a perishing condition:
andr îhy money (A'r iii.'». ' sîlver,'> shail perîsh along with
ahyseli." That the gift cf God mnay bc purchascd .
the gits af the Sptrit-tht neir bitth. holiness, accepta-nce
with Gar!, meetroesS for heaven--=n no mare bc purchase!
nowi, with muney, 4iluence, or human ment, than bas spe-
trial gifts and poirers coua, bc puichase than i y Simon's
zll.gatttn meney.

Ver. 21.-Neithcr part for lot : thon art flot Gad's
,.h ii, and hast neither part flac lot r wo arards ta emnpha.size
the aime thought,. in their blessings. In this mnatter
Ilia. ''this .Vorad "J not merely meassrsg - n thts malter af
special gits ;" but in ibis salvation-in this family connec.
tion with God and Christ."

Ver. 2.-Repent, therofore:; thîs shows that Peter
har! nat judicially pronounc.ai on hîs case in verse 2o. If,
hairever, vie identity this man (and no doubtt crtrectty)
with tht %îicked Simon mentioner! by Jasephus, hte neyer
rtpented, but Irveci and dita a great apposer of Christianity.
Tho th',uglît of thine heart; ta be -rght belote
G-ad " (ver. 21. Rerisim). theretore, tht heart must fi.,st bc
c'eanscdl and pursfier!.

Ver. 2. *-G all ai bitterness : referring ta lois enmity
of hecart tcward holiness and the Spirit of Gois. Bond cf
mniquity tciers te the fetters and chains vih which sn

bail baunai him. inir many arc like hlm 1
Ver. 24.-Pray yc . . . formtri: ire sec no anaitty

for cleansirng irom sin, but only ta> escape punishanent ; and
hc vainiv turned to Peter (as rnnny noir do ta Peter's pre-
tendcea succcssor), for a mediator, instear af Christ. Ste
I. Tam. 2: 5.

Ver. a2.-When they had testiflc:d and preach-
cd i would senm that Peter andi John stayed %omte lime
there. unir long. ire know not. Procachcd in many
villages: John once wisbed ta call daim fire trams heavens
an ane of thome vilages % Lukec 9: 5__4). and naw he gots
thetc, the apostie ef love. wath offert ef salvatios tram his
Lard!1 The Samaratans . thaugh of maxer! stock
(11 King% 17 -24), they clairmedi the Gad of th: patriarchs
(John 4: 12), andi probsbtly hart ferrer superstitions thats the
Jiws praper. They dla flot admite ludaism, but they wci-
camer! Chnstianity.

PRiACTICAL.TASirS

r. Ta oar that a werk af grace ir going on excites thse
liveliest interest of lIelîrvers. A beievang army cuitcer in
Iradia, pot six month's " Icave," and sazie! for Engiand
with hii tooc daughters; ta get them into Maaody's meetings
in London. Anad th- girls xecrc bath cortvttted.

- levzv -1re reoceîved t HeIN Girosv ins ci/ ft /dll>sa
in -:oe At .jT.rs himsed Io usi 1 Thint' i Ansirer 1
(Esther S.:3.)

3. The servants: cf our G-ad are always sale an bececbing
mrn ta repent. (Ver. 21.)

4. Simon might, like Saul ai Tarsus, have become a
leader in Christ's cause. Ht chos tht service a! Satani,
Hase mazy suaie the wrctched chale ctili.


