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Messrs, Thompson and Cuthbertson were appointed
to represent the Presbytery when the question of
settling the relationship of Strathroy comes up before
the meeting of the Synod. Mr. McRobie, on behalf
of the Comymittee on the State of Religion, gave an ex-
cellent report, which was received. The Presbytery
tendered their thanks to the committee, especially to
the convener, for diligence in the matter, and instruct
the convencr to forward the same to the convener of
the Synod Committee. The report of Sabbath school
work was presented by Mr, McAlmon, which was re-
ceived, and instructions were given to those parties
who have not reported to send in their reports to Mr.
McAlmon, with a view of having them forwarded to
the convener of the Synod committee of Sabbath
schools, Lexave was granted to Camlachie and Park-
hill to have calls moderated if necessary before the
next ordinary meeting.  Mr. Currie gave in the yearly
report of the Home Mission Committee. Messrs.
Duncan, Wells, and Currie were appointed a committee
to draft a-minute in reference to remits sent down and
submut the ,same to the meeting in Aprilk. A com-
plaint was laid on the table with reference to financial
matters at Logierait. Alter hearing the case at length,
1t was referred to a committee consisting of Messrs.
Curne, Cuthbertson, and A. S. Robertson, to confer
with the parties aud report in April. Reports were
received from congregations 1n regard to holding mis-
stonary meetings, and the Presbytery expressed satis-
faction therewith. The next ordinary meeting was ap-
ponted to be held at Sarnia, in St. Andrew’s Church,
on the third Tuesday in June, at three p.m,—GEORGE
CUTHBERTSON, Pres. Clerk,

SYNODICAL CONFERENCE ON STATE
OF RELIGION.

MR. EDITOR,—The Committee on the State of
Religion of the Synod of Toronto and Kingston, in
view of the expressed desire of many for more delibe-
rate and systematic conference upon questions of
Cbnstian ife and work connected with their depart.
ment, and feeling the great practical difficulty of pro-
viding for this during the sesston of Syned, have, with
the cordial co.operation of some of the most earnest
and eminent brethren within the bounds, succeeded in
arranging a programme which, by the blessing of God,
it is believed will secure a highly interesting and
profitable series of meetings for mutual counsel and
edification within the twenty-four hours preceding the
meeting of Synod in May. It ishoped the attendance
of members of Synod and others will be large.  T4ose
so gurposing are reguested to give intimation to the
Billeting Commstlee at Guelpk. The programme will
appear shortly. W. M. ROGER,

Converier Com. S. of R.

Astburn, March 12th, 1883,

THE FORMOSA MISSION.

Professor McLaren, Cenvener of the Foreign Mis.
sion Commiittee, has forwarded the following corres-
pondence for publication. Readers will peruse 1t with
deep and thank(ul intersst :—

H. B. M.'s CONSULATE,
Tamstl, Oct. 10th, 1882.

Sir.—1 have been requested 1o wnting by Mr. Li,
one of the international agents at this port, to make
the following communication to you :~—

In view of the fact that by means of the Oxford
College, which you have lately established here, you
will spread education through this far off island, where
the means of disseminating it are insufficient, and
thereby earn the gratitude of the population, the local
authorities would feel dissatisfied with themsealves if
they did not assist in the payment of the expenses of
tbe College. Accordingly the Perfect bas written to
Mr. Li to say that he has reccived instructions from
the Tamai to offer you yeasly tke sum of one hundred

dollars as a contribution from the public funds towards
the payment of the salaries of the College teachers.

Mr. Li wishes to get permission from you to make a
personal (annual) visitation, and hold an examination
of the scholars in covjunction with myself (or the
Consul for the time being), and promises to give prizes
of writing materials, books, etc., to thoss who have
made most progress.

He also suggests that if you have failed to find a
capable teacher of literature the local mandarins
should procure fr you the services of one of character

Apnil 2,

sight of God."—Acts 8: 21

Simon the magician or torcerer.
Gittoa, 2 town of Samaria ; probably edacated at Alexzndria;

College, and that, at any rate, they should do so next
year. A. HARTY, Officiating Consul.

Additional light is thrown on the character of the
donation by Dr. Mackay’s own letter, which is as fol-
lows :—

TAMsU1, Formosa, China.

Rev. Prof. McLaren, CFM.C. :

My DEAR Bro.,—The above despatch speaks for
itself. When the Consul sent it to me he added .
¢ Never in my consular experience have I met any-
thing on the part of Mandarins to be compared to this
generous offer.” Look at it from any standpoint. I
submit that it is remarkable, and shows how the
Chinese aze really advancing. Whatever else these
Mandarins thought or knew, one thing is certain, they
knew that Oxford College was Christian, and in con-
nection with a Christian mission. Indeed, the one
who lives here knew the subjects taught, and yet
notc the above generous offer. Let some person
suppose guile at the bottom, or suppose that all they
cared for was a literary training. Still, I submit that
the offer is generous, and shows a move in the nght
direction. As to guile, I ignore any such unjust im-
putation. I have known the moverin this matter for
10 (ten) years, and never found him guilty of any such
thing. He has presented the students with paper,
pens, ink, envelopes, etc, etc,, etc.,, and came jester-
day in his sedan chair to visit me. G. L. Mackay.

We understand that the Rev. Dr. Mackay, while
thanking the Mandarin very cordially for his generous
offer, has deemed it prudent to decline it. In so
doing, we have no doubt, he has acted wisely. The
fact that such a remarkabie offer has been made is,
however, full of encouragement,

The following lstier of a later date is also very

tifying :
gratlying FORMOSA, Tamsui, jan. 2ad, 1883,

Rev. Prof. MclLarer, CF.M.C.

My DEAR BRO,—Another year is past forever.
God has been most assuredly with us during its fleet-
ing moments. Since our return to our beloved For-
mosa, 1 baptized 140 persons, including old and
young. Let cold hearted professed Christians in
Canada tell me if this work in Formosa is not of God.
At Stntiam, when we observed the commemoration
of our Saviour’s dying love, fully 200 souls in and out-
side the chapel either sat or siood with profound
solemnity. What an outburst of song when we closed
by singing the hundredth Psalm in Chinese! I
wouldn’t give it for all the jaunty, theatrical perform-
ances in somechurches by ungodly men and women,
though their voices should be sweet enough to charm
thedevil.

At another town just when the converts were being
seated around the Lord’s table, twe Sorcerers appeared
in front of the chapel and summoned hundreds of de-
votees by beating gongs, etc. In a few minutes an
angry mob pushed to and fro lookirg in at us. What
think you? The converts took their places as cooly
as going to their dinner table. I stood on the plat-
form and anncunced the 32nd hymn of our collection,
that famous song we used i1n days gone by, “ I'm not
ashamed to own my Lord,” etc.

Almost unconsciously the coaverts were on their
feet, and made the chapel ring and echo with praises
to the God of our fathers. I thought of the coven-
anters in the moors and glens of dear old Scotland.

The mob stood completely bafiled. A few moments
more and men from the Yamen appeared and dispersed
the crowd. We had a sweeter communion than if the
cnemy had not been aroused. * At evening time there
shall be light.” After all of that I nearly ended my
poor labours in the mountains. Passing over a high

range along a winding path a deadly, venomous ser-

pent, the Cobra ds capello with hooded head struck
at me with incredible violence and just missed. Tall

grass stood on each side of "¢ path so that I did not

se¢ him at first.  God reig >, Jesus lives ; heaven is

open ; so no matter. Mrs. Mackay teaches every day

in Oxlord College. G. L. MACKAY,

SABBATH SEHGOL K EAGHER.

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
LESSON X1,

. Actt v,
O, } SIMON THE SORCERER. { N

34°38.
Gorpex Text.—* Thy heart is not right in the

NoTes.—S3imon, cailled * Simoa Magus™—that s,
He is saud to have been of

and ability, in order to increase the success of the

practised magic in Samaria ; professed to belicve at Philip's

3

reaching ; rebuked by Peter.  Some gy he again opposed
‘eler at Rome, and was deified there 5 othcrsn&n he {:illcd
himself Samarla, a noted city of Palestine, aiout .hirty-
five miles north of Jerusalem, and abnut nndway between
the Mediterranean Sea and the River Jordan. It was founded
by Omri about 925 B.C.; twice besteged n vain by the
Synans (1 Kings 20: 1; 2 Kings6: 24 7 : 20) ; caplured
by the king of Assyna (2 Kings18 . 9, 10), agan taken by
lzyrc.mus 109 u.C.; inproved by Herod ; Josephus says
the capital or chief city of Samaria was called Sebaste, at
this ime ; 1t soon began to decay on the rise of Neapolis or
Nablus, and 1s now ooly 2 mass of runs. Jerusalem,
the capntal of the Hebrew netion, and known as the sacred
oty of the world. It ismentioned in Scrpture as ** Salem '
(Gen. 14 18); “ Jehovah-jueth * (Gen 22: 14) ; *“ Jebun

(Josh. 18 28); *‘Jebus” (Judges 19: 10); **Zion"
(1 Kingsd: 1); “City of David” « Kings 8- 1);
“Aunel " lsa. 290 1); “Ciy of God" (Ps. 46: 4);

“Cuy of the Great King” (Mat. 5 35); ““City of
Judah ” (2 Chron. 25: 28); * EHoly City " chh. 1 18);
“Ciy of So..mmties” (Isa. 33: 20}; *‘Castle Zion"
(1 Cheon, 11 - 5); symbolically Jerusalem 1s called
the ** City of Righteousness,” *‘ New Jerusalem," etc. It
1s situatd erghteen miles west. of the north end of the Dead
Sea, and about thirty miles ¢ ast of the Mediterranean Sea.

1. Tug AvosTLEs SENT Down.—Ver. 14.— The
apostles heard - the peep'e of Gud always hear of con-
versions ; the converts cannot keep it to themselves. They
are bke the prophet; Jer. 20:9. Sent. .. Peter and
John . huw often these two acted together! Yet each
had a bLrother in the twelve.

Ver. 15 —That they might receive the Holy
Ghost : they had been renewed wn theic hearts - but per-
haps the special giits of the Spint were not bestowed under
Philip’s hands, to shuw that the wurk could not be perfectly
carried on independently of the apostles.

\er. 16.—Fallen upon none of them - they had
His renewing power, but not the gfts as bestowed on Pente-
cost.

Ver. 17 —L.aid their hands on them : after the
first pouring out of His power, the Holy Spirit chose to gve
1lis great gifts in connection with the laying on of the hands
of the apostles. All men would uaderstand that these gifts
came from no other source than God, and they were in
direct answer to prayer.

1I. THe FaLse Discrrre.—Vei, 18.—~When Stmon
saw : he would ‘*wonder” at this, even more than at
Philip's miracles. Greater than working miracles, was the
bestowment of power by which mrracles conld be wrough,
Offered them money . thought they were possessed of
greater magical secrets than his own; and he would buy
these, as pethaps he had bougbt secrets before. Shows he
koew nothing of a proper chauge of heart. Origin of the
term “ sumony ; ' 2. ¢. buying positions in the Church.

Ver. 19.—Give me this power: go desite of glon-
fying God : but all self glory.

Ver. 20.—-Thy money perish with thee: not so
much a carse, or a prophecy, as a solemn declaration of his
state. Asaifto say, “thy soul 1s 1n 2 penshing condition :
and thy money (A'r inon, ¢ silver,’) shall perssh along with
thyself.” That the gift of God may be purchased :
the gifts of the Spint—the new birth, holiness, acceptance
with God, meetness for heaven—can 0o more be purchasad
nuw, with muney, ofluence, or human ment, than his spe-
cial gifts and powers could be purchased than ty Simon's
ill-gotten money.

Ver. 21.—Neither part nor lot : thou art not God's
<hild, and hast nenther part nor lot . two words to emphasize
the same thougbt,, o their blessings. In this matter
{hit. **this word ] not merely meaning ** 1n this matier of
special gifts ;" but in this szlvation—in this family connzce-
tion with God and Chnst."

Ver. 22.— Repent thereforo : this shows that Peter
had not judicially pronounced oa his case in verse 20. 1If,
however, ve identify this man (and no doubt correctly)
with the wicked Simon mentioned by Josephus, he never
repeated, but l:ved and dicd a great opposer of Christianity,
The thought of thune heart; to be **nght before
God " (ver. 21, Rerision), therefore, the heart must fizst be
cleansed and purified.

Ver. 23.—Gall of bitterness : referring to his enmity
of heart toward holiness and the Spirtt of Gon. Bond of
iniquity refers to the fetters and chains with which sin
had bound him. How many are like him 1

Ver. 25.—Pray ye . . . forme: we sce no aaxiety
for cleansing from sin, but ooly to escape punishment ; and
he vainlv turned to Peter (as maay now do to Peter’s pre-
tended successor), for a mediator, instesd of Christ. See
I Twm. 2:5.

Ver. 25.—When they had testificd and preach-

ed it would seem that Peter and Joha stayed rome ume

there. How long, we know not. Preached in many
villages: John once wished to call down fire from heaven
on one of these willages (Luke 9:34), snd now ke goes
there, the apostie of love, with offers of salvation from his
lord! The Samaritans : though of mixed stock

(11 Kinge 17°24), they claumed the God of the patriarchs

(Jobn 4:12), and probably bhad fewer superstitions than the

Jews proper.  They did not admite Judaism, bat they wel-

comed Chnstianity.

PRACTICAL TEACHINGS.

1. Tohear that a work of grace is going on excites the
liveliest interest of believers, A behieving ammy officer in
Iadiz, got six month's *lcave,” and sailed for Eagiand
with Lis two daughters to get them into Moody’s mectiogs
in London. And the girls were both converted.

2. fave e recesved the HoLy GHOST, i1z cll the fullness
in whih ke offers Himsel} 2o us? Think! Answer!
(Esther 5:3.)

3. The servaats of our God 2re always safe in beseeching
men to tepent.  (Ver. 22.)

4. Simon might, like Saul of Tarsus, have become a
leader in Christ's cause. He chose the service of Satan,

How many make the wretched choice still.



