SABBATH SCHOOL RECORD.

29

yer which they so much abused was
b brought completely to an end.
his happeved in the year 59, and
b after christianity first became
v in this country ; but it is not
getiy known who were its first -rea.
s in England. The most probable
punt is, that it was Bran, the father
aractacus, a British prince who,
taken prisouer along with his
and led to Rome, received the
pel there from some of the early
stians, (those to whom St. Paul
es his Epistl2,) and on hi: veturn
ngland brought the ¢ good tidings”
8is people. There is also sonse rea.
to believe that Ciaudia, who is spo.
of along with Pudens, by the Apos.
Paul, was a British lady of this
sehold ; but as very few hooks were
8ten to tell the history of what
BBed at that distant time there is
Be doubt on all these things, or as a
s old writer says, ¢ the light of the
d shone here, baut we koow not wheo
ledit.”
e first christian church was found.
Bt Glestonbury, in Somersetshire,
was very rudely counstructed of
er-work, like the dwelling houses
e people at that time ; but a fine
py was afterwards built on the same
L, the ruins of which still remain,
8 we possess no certainaccount of
first preacher of christiauity in this
htry, so there are but few records
Jrining to us concerning the history
he British Church, but we may
lude that christianity had many
ples in our island, during the two
fred yeara that passed after it was
established; for in the year 284,
gn Diocletian became Emperor of
e and began to persecute ar d des-
the christians in his dominions,
In few were put to death in Eng.
, because they refused to worship
gods of the heathens.
he first person who laid dovwn his
for thiscause in our country was
ed Albap, since called Saint Alban,
Auge he lived a truly good man, and
d a martyr.. He had grown up

tian doctrines and duties. However,
during the persecution I have mention-
ed, a christain priest flying from his
persecutors came to his house to beg
far refuge ; Alban readily took him in,
from pure compassion, to give him shel-
ter; but when he saw his guest pray
earnestly to God hebeged to beinstruct-
ed by him, in the name and character
of that agreat and good being whom
he worshipped. The cbristian then
t .1d him of the true God, and of his
only son, and Albau rejoicing to hear
of such a God, and sucha Saviour, be-
lieved inthese words of truth and com-
fort, and the Holy Spirit blessing his
endeavours to think and feel rightly, he
became a christian, and joyfuily pre-
pared himself to do and suffer every
thing that the cause of his Divine Mas-
ter might require. When the pursuers
of the christian priest reached his
house, Alban insisted on putting on the
bair cassock which his teacher wore;
and having done so, gave himself up
in hisstead ; thus affording to the other
the means of escape. As he would pei-
ther betray his guest, when led before
the heathen governor, nor consent to
offer sacrifice to thegods of the Romans,
he was cruelly scourged and then put to
death on the spot where the abbey now
stands which bears his name. It was
then a beautiful meadow, on a gentle
rising ground, and was (as the old
writer says who gives this account of
St. Alban) “a fit scene for a martyr’s
triumph.’—From the Gleaner.

Freely yo have received, freely give.

Christian, thy Saviour God,

‘T'o redoem thee shed his blond ;
When no other arm could eave,
Then for thee himeolf he gave—
‘When in darkness, sin, and woe,
And in misery lying low,

Then by him thou wast made free—
By his blood he ransomed thee.

Shall not then thy.tongue proclaim
Glory, hunour to his name ?
Wilt'thou nat his goodness tell,
Who redeemed thy soul from hell ?
Wilt thou not to all around,

Shotw the Saviour thou hast found,
‘When his grace 8o rich and free,

out receiving instruction in chris-

Freely he hath given thoe 7
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