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er whieh tliey so miucb abuscd was
brought completely to an end.

hi,; bappeiJed in the year .59, and
after christiiinity firet became

vn in this country ; but it is not
tly knowvn Wbo were its firqt -rea-
in E ngland. The most probable

ant is, that it was Bran, the father
aractacus, a British prince W'ho,

g taken prisoner along ivith bis
and led to Rame, rcceived thc

pel there from éome of the early
Atians, (those ta wbom St. Paul
es bis Epistl?,) and on lîiz rc'turfl
ngland brougbt the "1 good ticlings")
i. people' There is alsa sonie res-
ta believe that C:audia, Who is spa.
of along witb Pudens, by the A pos.
Paul, was a British lady cf this
ebold; but as very few haookti werc
ten ta tell the liistory of wlîat
ed at that distant time there i.
edoubt on all these things, or as a

s aid writer sayc,"e the ligbt of the
d shone here, but we know naL Who
led it."
hiefirat christian church was fouind.
tGlastoubury, in Somerseshire,
was vcry rntlcly constructed of
cr.work, like the dwellirig bouses
e people at that tme ; but a fine
ywas afterwards buit on the sanie
the ruine of %vhich still remain.
swe posmess no certain account of
rt preacher of cbristiauity ia thi@

try, so there are but few records
ining to us concerning the history
jeBritish Church, but wc may

Inde that cbribtianity bad miany
pies in our ialand, during the two
red yeara that passcd aftcr iL was
established; for in the vear 284,

n D1ocëletiau becanie Emnperor of
e and began ta persecuhe at d des-
the cbristians in bis dominions,
few were put tu dcatb in Eng .

,because tbcy rcfused ta worship
gdso f the hcatbens.
e. firet persan wha laid dovn bis
or this cause in our country %vas
cdAIban, since called Saint Albari,

~use he ived a truly good man, and
a martyr. . He badl grown up

bout receiving, instruction in chris-

tian doctrines and duties. Ilowever,
during the persecution 1 have mention.
ed, a christain priest fiying from bis
persecutorsi came to bis bouse to beg
for refuge; Aiban readily toolc bintin1,
fromn pure compassion, ta give bimi shel-
ter; but when he saw his gue.at pray
eariiestly toGo dhe beged ta be instruet-
ed by bim, in the naine and character
of that rreat and good being %vliom
lie %worehipped. The christian then
t -Id biru of the truc God, and of hi.
only son, and Albati rejaicing to bear
of such a God, and sucb a Saviour, be-
lieved in these words of truth and coin.
fort, and the Holy Spjrit blessing bis
endeavours to think and fe rigbtly, be
became a christian, and joyfully pre-
pared hirnslf tu do arîd suifer evcry
tbing that the cause of bis Divine Mas-
ter might require. When the purmuers
of the christian priest reacbed bis
bouse, Aiban insistcd on putting on, the
bair casmock wbich his teacher wore;
and having donc so, gave bimself up
in> bis stead ; thus aifurding tu the other
the means of escape. As be would nei-
ther betray bis guest, when led before
the heathen governor, nor consent to
offer sacrifice to the goda of the Romans,
Lie was crtidlly scourgcd and then put tq
dleatb on the spot wbcere the abbey uo-çr
stands whieh bears bis name. It ws
then a beautiful meadow, on a gentie
rising ground, and was (as the old
writcr says who gives this accounit of
St. Aiban) Ila fit scene for a martyrls
triump."ý-From the Gleaner.

Ficely ye bave rceived, frecly glvc.
Chiijan, thy Saviour God,
To redoemn thee shed hie blond;
When nu other arm could save,
Then for thee hirorcif ho gave-
When in darkness, sin, and woe,
And in Miffery Iying Iow,
Thon by him thou wart made free-
By bis blood he ranmomed thee.
Shall not thcn thy tangue prociaimt
Glory, hunour ta hLe namo?
WiIt"tiou flot bie gaodness tell,
Who redeemed thy saul froni heall
Wilt thon flot to ail around,
Show the Savjour thon hast faund,
When is graoe so rich and froc,
Yroey bo bath givon th".?
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