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CHAPTER IX,
THR IRONMASTRR AND PI{ 2BOTOR.

Sldney Beltram might as well have tried to
stop a rushing stream in its ecurse by throwing
himself into 1t A% & stop-gAR, A8 atiempt to stom
the ourrent of his aunt’s tongue or pilace the
least restriction upon her conversation. It an-
noyed—irritated him more than he ocared or
oven dared to express to moot this man at his
own table, and find bhis aunt and slster so
theroughly at home with him, But Miss Stan.

bope, though aho saw tho frown on her reve- | considered, I don't think I should object, but

particular moment, made some eicuse and loft
them, pre vising to be punctual at the reotory
on the morrow,

It Sldney Boltram had any business {n Old-
ham that day, he did not exocute it, for, haring
fullon into a dlsoussion with John Gresham,
and being Invited to Bankside, .he two waikod
off, Sidney, for tho time, forgotting all hly ob.
jootlons to the brother of his companion,

Indeed, it was not uutll he was roturalng
homo that night, having atayod to dine at the
Groshatn's, that he remombered the existence
| of the oljeativnablo msnubor of the famiiy.

» Bul no sonsible woman would over thiok of
the sp.oner while Lis brother was by,” he
thought, by way of sllenolug his doubts, «and

1 it Helen dld love suoh a man as Jobin Grosham,
innd wished to marry him, well, of courso it
| would be a groat mlisalilance, butail tnjugs

not caring for tho company of oither at r.hm.‘

|
minad, 1f only to thwart his brother, to g0 serl- | keeping outaide ths gates of Paradise lest I
ously 1a fot tha prize and win, i shculd one day b9 driven from or kioked out-
An earl's daughter might very well come to side them.”
him as his wifo without n farthing by way of | Ho paused, took: the cigar from his mouth,
dowry. | and Axed upon hena look whish made her eyes
Sho had high birth, position, and conneotions, | droop and her ~heok for & moment flush ti)) 1t
As Lady He an Gresham aho would take the | nearly rivalled In oolor the de 7 red rose ahe
lead in tho soclety to whieh he would briag | held in her hand,
her. s You know what I would ask you,” he sald,
Yes, be would marry her, found a family, and | tn a low tone, and with his Ane dark blue oyes
lot tho worldd g60 that the eldest of the Gres. | still fixed on her chaunglng face.  We hava
hams was not such r wild, bralnlest roué as  known 2uch other but a short time, it is true,
they hud fma, 10d. | but the hoart counta its existence by emotions,
80 he doterminod that very night, and pretty | not minutes, and measured by that standard, 1
woll vorsed 10 the art of flirtation, espoolally ; have known you for years. 8tlil, fou mny
whon 1t was his head and not his hoart that | think me hasty, abrupt, but knowing my dan.
was Intorostod, he wont to swork in a manner | ger, what would you, as a friend, advite me to

that, while 1t irritated thoe rectar and his §rother - do~go or stay "
nlmost beyoad en-urnnes, afforded them no poc- ‘Paere was sllence for & moment, and then,
sible oliance of intorforence. feeling she must apeak, Lady Holen said—

A very unfortunate Introduotion was that #] would no: oonjure up phantoms, or fly

rend nephew’s brow, was austormined not to no- | his brother—aortalaly nut, nover! 1 will never { Whieh Rowona, Lwly Lolen's mare, hnl been

tioe it, and to have her own way. 8o, lun.
eheon belng little more than half over, she
aald—

s 8idney, yout remember that poein you ad.
mired so much 1"

% Yes, I remember it
perfeatly.”

« Well, I hbave found
out wr the author is;
you'll never guess.
8hall I tell you?”

» Yeu, if you please.”

o It Is Mr. Jchn Gres-
ham, Mr, Gresbam's
brother. Jus\ imagine
that I

«Raally, I had %ho
idea we had such a poet
in Oldham.”

1w No, that’sa what I
wld M: Gresham,”
sontinued the irrepros-
sible old Indy. 1 was
saying how delighted
you would be to see
bim and mako his ao-
qualntanse. You will
bring him with you,
won’'t you?" she went

consent.”

CHAPTER X.
KRR LADYSHIF IS WOOND,
i I have hinted at the rivalry that from thelr

(- E_:'] “;l'

on, turning to her guest.

«] shall bo only too
happy,” was the natu.
ral reply.

«Thaok you. 8hall
you be disengaged to-
morrow ? "

» Yos, I belleve co.”

«+Then suppose you
and your brother come
fn and take tea with
us 1n the garden, about
six or seven o'clock.”

The young man how-
ed.

4 8ldnoy, I am sure,
will bo glad to sce you
and make your bro-
ther'a acquatntuanve.
Two such clever men,
I am sure, ought to
know one another.”

Miss Stanhopo was
wixe In her genurution,
as you will percelve,
and ranking her nep-
how with the noet and
{ronmaster had the effact she intended ¢f mak-
ing the reply of tho former a oordia, even
presaing Invitation, tnstead of & merely formeal
azsent to her own.

Lady Helen mlight have ssoonded the invita.
tion with a glance—~parhops she Ald—but her
tonguo was discreetly silout, for, to be candid,
she rather admired the young outton spinnor.

8he had heard none of the bad stories about
him-—-perhaps they would not have tufluonced
her Il shie bad.

And Lady Helss, having only two hundped =
yoar of hier own secured by hsr Iate mother'a
settloment—not onough, her aunt desclared,
even to dress upoun—was nut quite inscensidlo to
the epinner’r wealth, any mnore than she was to
hiv undeniabls good looks.

80 sho smiled, psrhaps, falntly blushed, then
began to talk af the mfills aud cotton ractories,
and the gros . desire sho had slways felt to go
over ong asd seo how the colton wus spuy,
earded, and prepared for use,

Of courss Grosham volunteered o show them
ovar his mitl, and Mi«w Stanhope, knockjag th*
natl on tho Leayl, dxed a day in*the followiug
weok for the visli in quostion.

Poor Beltram did not kuow what to do.

Luncheon, howaever, not bziag 8 vory heavy
moal at the rectory, svon caice to an ead, und
the roverond gentleman, detormined nottoleave
tho wotf behind bim §n the fold, observed that
he had somo calls 30 mako {n the town, sand
wou. walk down part of the way with his
guost,

« A polite way of gotting rid of ms,” thought
the spinner. But ho noqulesosd, novertholess,

Tho two uncongonlal spirits had not procoou
ed far together, Liowever, before they met the
subjoct of thelr conversation as dinnor, John
Greshiam, whom hls brothor at once introduced
to tho wnotor, ropeating tho invitatlon for the
following day.

. »viag saccaeded in bringlng the presumed
woif away from the shespfold, Sidnoy Baltram
was disposed to be amiable, in additllon to
which a foellng of matual kindiiness and sym-
—~thy spemod (o spring up 12 the hoarls of tho
two yoang mon thas Intrati~s1 4t adoe, wl
{29y warp Moa convorsing frooly ; wblle ¥r .,

N

thn m~wns of making, for it had imported aa
apple of dincord Into th« facsily that could never

utterly be ernd'nated.
Dospito this liitlo by.play, the evenlng passed

. off ploasantly.
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“iYQU BID ME HMOPR?' ASKXD YHANK GRREJITAM.*

| ablidheod had oxisted betwaeen the two brothers
Grosham.
Not that 13 was a domounsirative feoling.
On thoe coatrary, thoy never ecamatoany open
rupture or quarrel, and they boili ostensibly
{ lived in the samo huuse; stil, tharo tha fooling
was, and 1f thore was anything that one of the
brothers hat set his heart upon, it immedtatoly
became of inostimablo value to the other.

Liko his brother in one respoct at least, Joha
GQrerham's nequaintance with women had been
Iimited to the varlous grades of soclety, none of
it very polished or refined, that is to be mot
with {n tho manufacturing totwns.

His Introlduction to Lady Helon Beltram was
almost ako A uow revelation tohim  Hara wae
‘ils 1deai reatizod, so at least he bslieved. and ho
weatohed hor overy graceful movoment, listencd
to evory wrord that foll from: her itps ltko one
entranced.

The impression thus made upon .m was
quickly notlced by his brother and Miss Stan.
hope.

s Two strings to one's bow are better than
one,” muttored the aunt thoughitfutly. I eouid
always manazs tiwvo lovors at once myself; it
was only when I tried It on with four at o time
that T came to grief. Ah, Helen muast not do
liko that; it is tho girl that hasa tralnof lovors
aftor hor that nover gets a husband.”

And Mtiss Stanhope sighed, and glanced to-
wards the glass to seo tho reflection of an antl.
quated spinstor, very unilkae the sparkiting beaaty
and fashlionable bello sho could well romoember
to have been.

Bat {t was all her own fault.

Frank Grosham, w00, hrd notioed his brother,

His kecen eyo had soon tho datk chook flush,
the eyo dllato as though with surprisod wonder,

The signs wore unfalling to his mind,

it gave Lady Helon a new value in bis oyes.
Ho had previously admired her, 1t is true,

fe1t she was 10apleiag «0 the heart of husbrovter,
and bellaving that whoro the lady herself was

5ut)

Tho ladies had luft the room someo little time,
and Frank Gresham, foeling thut If he stayod
st table much louger, he should take mors
wine than was good for him, took a cigar from
irls pocket. Obsorviag that he would smoko 1t in

toom, was soon waudering about nmong the
ilowet bads, enjoying the luxury of a smoke.
Now it so happoned that Lady Hoelen Bel.
tram, dading hier aaut very sloopy when they
141 heon in tho drawing-room together o {ew

ovening atr.

wag that, aftor tho lapse of a foty minutes, the
two muot,

“Do you object to my cigar?” asked Jthe
youn ¢ man, preparing to extingulish ft.

« Not {o tho least; indeed, . ratherlikoit. 1
o 8o wish that Sldney would smoke; it seems
iuch a resoures for & man.'

«Ttis. Ifeover I feol savags or vexed or dis- |
appointed, my {nvariuble resource is a plpe or
clgar, and it usually puts me right or helps mo
to bear 1t.”

*“And does it oftan happen that you arve,
*navgge or vexed or disappolnted ™ asked the
young lady, with a provokingly quizzical smile. |

« Not vory often, bat you know on. does got |
80 sometimes; but I suppose you nover ko
what thoso sensations aro?” - ° l

«Which sensations "

« Belng savage, for instance.”

could bite as a savage would, if I tried.”

s And I don't think you would do much mis-
chlof tf you succeoded,” he retorted, with an ad-
miring samile.

ss Don't you "

« No; I think your amilo far mors dangerous -

fle had nover to his knowledge seon his : than your teoth could ever be; fudeed, I was
brothor so touchol bafore, bat the bare fact of | yug woundering whether discretton would not

be tho better part of valor.”
«Tho better part of wvalor?®" raypsated the

ntu-t g, had left tho old lady to her aftez-dinner i
gy ond had likowise stepped out luto tho coot '

¢« No, I don’t think I do, and T don't think I !

feom an imaginary danger if 1 ware you, Mr,
Uresham."

And she turned to leave him,

But he caught her hsnd, the haud which
tietd the rose, and prosssd her fingors to hils U, =
o ho asked—

#You bld me hope 1"

“w] say you may
bope,” waa the reply,
as she tore her hand
away, leaving the rose
atll! in his grasp, and
turned to return to the
house, to bealone, alone
with her own thoughts
and swest malden
blushes.

He¢ made no further
effort to detaln her,

He had gotall he had
asked for, all that for
the time he desired, the
assurance that ho had
forestalled his brother,
and that with a lttle
persoverancs and pati.
ence, the pr'so they
coveted would be hia.

And a smile of tri.
umph — a smile that
had something also of
malice fu it, came over
bis handsome face, as
his brother, who had
been an eye-witness to
part of the scene, hav.
ing followed him to the
gurden, camo forward
pow, pale, calm, and
evidontly restraining
himsuelf by an etfort,

«“You seem to have
improved the occasion,
as the pansons ssy,*
obierved John Gres-
bam, bitterly, as he
reached hix slde.

“Yos 1 nover waste
time on such matters,
Life is sbort, and one
may as well make the
best of it. § hopo you
admliro myt.sto. You
didn’t think I should
1y at such high yame,
eur

1 confess 1 did not,’
waz the reply, while it required an effort to re
press the insliustion he felt to pitch t ., vain
coxcomb into the water by the alde of whigh
they stood,

+ Bigu, that's the way, 1ad,” he continued, ro.

t10 garden, ho soized his hai, aud leaving the | iupsing 10r & moment fnto the dialect or brogve,
j o You road books and experiment oun wourds,
| while I read bearts and touch and probo thom

—women's hearts, that's what n:cxes the world
aud mars 14, but thenis 13 LOL every man who's
got my advantagea.”

And he stroked his moustaghe with s self.
sutistied, complnoent air, &s much as Lo say—~

« Envy me, my man, You cannot boast of

The naturnl consequencs of which of course ] one-tenth of my animal beauty.”

But hin brother turned from him contomptu.
ouxly, observing—

“ No, nor {s it overy man whe would liko to
change characters with vou, your good looks
sud unlimited insolence, vaken tnto the bargain,
Dou’t make too xure of tho prize ; she isn't yours
yoeu”

+ Bah! my good fellow, & woman {n love ra.
ihos 1ikes hor lover Lo be o bit of a dovil, Bhe's
#ul the noblo work of reforming him, don't you
wo? What capltal ocoupation there-will bo for
my lady .”

Aod ho laughed hourtily at his own joke,

Joba . was too angry, too much irritated to
roply. .

The impression mado on his hoart by Lady
Heolon's beauty and high.brod grzco was ton
neYr, Wo recout to give his brother's success the
same sting and pain it might at a later period
havo Inflicted ; still, It was hard that the only
woman whngo fuce he had over cousiderod
worth a sscond glancs, should be unatched up,
bafore his very oyes us it were, and by one, too,
whom he know to be so utterly unworthy of
her. -

Ho wes not the man, however, to ylold W puin
or disappolntment.

Once canvincad that the trial must be wscopt.
ed aud endurod bosldos, try to dissipate it as ke

sdmiration is cold befurv tho feollng which he | young tady, eithor affecting uot 0 uuderstand

conoorned Ne had tho Leasl goaucy, by deter-

would, something itko a fesling of contempt

uium, Ur CISO oAy Dot %e0IAg tho drul of Lig  wWould croep tnto hls heart for ths womun who

¢ nvorsation, 1 could so readily bo dazxiod by his brother'a very
»Yos. Taking oy hoel, for instanes, and | supordouyl characier and attrugiions,



