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I‘Y.bilo M¢. Richinond was thus fuliling the duties

of ot 2stive and laborious parish pricst, ho com- [ ff

martedd work, which justly entitles him to the
titudé of present and succeeding generations.

Ve alludo tb tho *Fathors of tiho English Church,
a publicatios containing ecopious and impartial so-
loctions from the writings of our Reformers, oud
comprising @ valuable mass of thoological know-
fedgo, illustrative of the doctrines of the Reforma-
tiog. Nothing of the kind had ever been attempted,
and perhapa, few modorn divines possessed tho re-
Quisito-rueaas ¢f information.

Tho circumstances to which Mr. Richmond was
indobted for bis superiority on this nubject, is singu-
lar and deserves insortion. While ho resided in the
Isle of Wight, and shortly after his por usal of ¢ Wil-
berforce’s %’mcﬁcal View," which h:d effected so
striking & change in his own sectimens and charac-
ter, a groewr at Néwport sent him somo trifling arti-
cle wrapped up id'a leaf of Bishop Jewell's Apolo-
gy- 'His attention was directed to the wrapper by
one <f his fanily, who jocosely remarked, ¢ this
lotks'ds if-it would suit you, Legh.” He read the
‘leaf, and instantly sot off for Newport, to inquire
aftor the veyaamiog pages. The grocor, smiling at
‘the ‘anxioty of his clerical customet, replied, * O
iyys, Sir, hore they ave, and T have a whole hogs-
‘nfad of these worthies; they are much at your ser-
Nive, for two-pence a pound.” The treasure was

pdily and joyfully secured; and to this incident,
Trivdl ‘as it may eppear, Mr. Richmond owed his
‘exteusive and profound acquaintance with thy auth-
‘ors-of the Refcymiition:

“I¢ s, indeed, ¢ humiliating considoration, that
“vorks like these should loso the'veneration of poste-
‘rity; and be treated with contempt duo only to the
‘meanest productions of the day. It was an honour
‘reserved for Mr. Richmond, to draw from obscurity
the writngs of thyse eminent men, who had shaken
em?ircu by theit discussions, overthrown systems
which ceaturies had struggled to uphold, end sealia
their testimony with theirblood, bequoathed asacre
legacy of pure doctrine to the Protestant church.’

Attlo urgent and repeated entreaties of 2 large
Yody of tho clergy, Mr. Richmond consented 1o lay
before the public a prospectus of his plan, about the

ar 1806 and shortly after, ho published the work
atself in numbers, wgich was comJ)leted in oight
volumes. It was favourably received, and is allow-
€d to bo executed with much judgment and impar-
tiality. On the whole, the selection is rich and ap-
propriate—prosenting 2 porfect uniformity of senti-
ment in the greatest essentials of Christianity; and
#f compared with the writings of many modern di-
vines, daiceting in those sritings o mournful depay-
dure from tho truth. Some parts of the selection
might, perhaps, have been omited, without injury
o thie cause of vital religion; and other extracts
added, which would havo increased tho value of the
publication. The candid reader will allow for these
defects, and duly appreciate what has been nccom-
plished. It is only wonderful, that amidat incessant
parochial tabour, ‘when it was difficoit, to find mo-
ments unemployed or spirits Gnexhausted, Mr. Rich
mond should have been able to bring together so
much valuable meterial with credit to himself and
advantage to the-church of God. A man lessde-
wutod would have shrunk from the task, or have
failed ia its execution.. But tho apostle’s command
avas Legh Richmond's motto through life; « give
thysclf whotytothom.” -His heartwasin biswork:
&b turmod for velaxation to his employment, and
fbund refreshnient in-ite varioty. .

From this bitef mmontion of the ¢ ¥athers of the
English Church,’ we aro naturallyled to the cw.-
sideration of the doctrines in that wozk, to which
Mr, Richmoud attached so much importance, and
which furished the doading topics of his ministry.

Ho has often been hedrd to declare, * that two
grout sulijects pervaded tho Bible—wsin, and salzation

Lal righteousness, or a conformity of heart an

point out, distinctly and forcibly, man's ruin by the
ull—his condemnation under the law, and hjs moral
inability to delive: himself by any,power or strengthof
kis own.—Freeand full justification, through fuith in
the atoning blodd and righteousness of the Redeemer—
the nature of that fuith, and its fruits and evidences,
the agency of the Holy Spirit, in theregenerationand
sanctification of beliovers; and the necessity :}[‘rpersam

life with
the wor”’ of God—not as the title to keaven, but as a
meelness for its enjoyment. Fheso ars fundamental
doctrines, i which alltrue Christians, without dis-
tinction of sect or party, cordially unite. They
have been tho food of the church of God in all ages
—the mwaoua which has sistained hor children in
the musy ond diversed sceaes of buman trial and
infirmity ; they have been tic song of their pilgrim-
age; their joyin tribulation their light in darkness;
and their guide to life apd inmortality.

In addition to the above jnentiuned doctrines, Mr.
Richmond udopted the views which are commonly
called Calvinistic ; but not in hat offensive sonse in
which they are frequently, though most erroneously
imputed. ¥t is not tha inteniion of the editor to en-
ter here on the Calvinistic controversy: this is pei-
ther «he time nor theiplece for such a discussion.
He may offer a still botter reason for bis silenco—
the conviction which hothas dong entertained, that
tho real question atisstes,and the one in which the
interests of true religion ate most concerned, is not,
whether the Articles of giix Church, and the senti-
monts of the Reformers, bg muoro orless Calvinistic ;
but whether we spiritually.undersiand, and cordially
embrace those fuadamental principles, the belief of
which is indispeusablo to salvation, ana the well-
being of every Christian communix. ‘ .

These principles are stated, with admirable pre-
cision, and strict adherance both to the letter and
spirit of the Scriptures, irf the 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th
and 13th Articles of the ‘Church of England ; and
must ever entitle ier to rank arong the purest of
the refor.ued churches. Satisfied with the princi-
ples there laid down, we may safely allow a latitude
of interpretation on points which, though deemed
important by some, ate not maintained by any to be
essential to salvation.

The following aaulysis 6 Mr. Richmond's mode
of preaching, is submitted to the candid ennsidera-
tion of those persons who have fostered prejudices
founded on error and misreprescntation ;—projudices
not wholly unaccompauied by a very culpable igno-
rance, and which charity and truth must alike la-
ment and condemn.

As a preacher, he wes scriptural. imental—
practical—caniprehensive—powerful in his appeals to
the conscience, and addressts io the heart---full of pu-
thos and tnlerest. S

1. He toas scriptiral.” A rich vein of divine truth
was diffused through his sermoas, arising from a fre-
quert perasal of the Bible, and a familiar scquaint-
ance with overy part of it. No man can become a
sound and enlightened divine, who does not givo his
days and nights td thd sludy of the Word of God, ac-
companied by prayer and meditation. The con-
uaction of solid pigty with: an intimate knowledge of
the Seriptures, is fadissaluble. This forms, indeedy
tho mapual of overy Christion, but belengs in a
more-especial maaner to the minister of the swic-
tury. It is the armoury'whetico he must dra ~ &l
his weapons ; it is tho “tresury whonce ho is te be
sug lied with every motive*and every argr .t
which, through the graco and power of the Holy
Spirit, can fix conviction.on the mind, rouse *Ye
toxlnd conscienco, excite the affections of the heurt,
and elovato tho soul to God. 1Itis is the sceptre of
righteousnoss, by whichhe rules and guides tho flock:
the rod-and stuff of their sapport, in the dark valiey
and shadow of doath; -and by it thoy are taught the
new soxlg. which will annimate their praises in the
land of theif inheritance~~+Worthy is tho Lamb that

b

Such was the model on which Mr. Richmond
formed s mumustry.  He dd not, like the polished
but hmsy essayist in divimty, sclect & motto 1ty head
a discourso, vague aud unappropuate ; nor thd ho
oncumber his expositions with an uouecessary parade
of human rping; nor scek to attract admiration
by wneenious subtloties, or wrest the Serpture to
subserve o system. He regarded his ofiice as being
that of an tnterpreter; and Ins aun was, with sun-
rlicity and plainoess, to unfold the mund of God n
iis word ; “rightly dividing the word of truth, and
giving to cach their portion of ient in due soason.”

2. He wss experiniental. DPwine truth, from Ius
lips, was not a cold, speculative sgatemeunt. He
acclared, * that which be had seen, and heard, and
tasted, of the word of lhfe.”” From the heart he
preached to the heart, and seemed to enter mto al
its secrot recesses. e detected the illusions hy
which it is begniled-—-he taccd human action to its
bidden springs—he accornpanted the soul in the al-
sernations of doubt and hope,.of fear and joy, 10 its
coutflicts with despawr and uubelief ; till, led to the
foot of the cross, 1t found peaco with G,

3. He 1as practical. He did not proath dottrine
without pre :tice, nor pracnce.without-dectrine ; but
both in due proportion, in their mutuat-dependence,
conuexion and use. He connected -precepr with
promise, and prividege witlr duty. Asaspirituad
workman, b6 cousidered the doctrinestn bahig teals,
and pyactice the effect to be wraught c2: by thenis
adopting the sentiment of are of bis favaourite Re-
formers—r-truly it s siud, * withqut'holiness, no mau
shall see the Lord ;? but this I know, without the
Lord, no man shall sce holiness.”

4. fe was comprehensive. Christianity, in his
mode of exhibiting it, was a grand and comprehen-
sive whole; while the symmotry of the several parts
was faithfully preserved. All the doctrines and a)l
tho precepts, all the promises, and all the charcer
ters to whom they are made---all the privileges and
all the duties, wero, in turn, the theme of his dis~
courses. Of the doctrines, even the highest, bu
would say, “I daro not omit what God has reveal-
ed to his cburch ; nor call that useless or dangeraus,
which he requires me to believe and toach.” Of
the dprivilegcs and promises~* Human tweakness
needs encourugernent ; it can stand no longer thau
it is supported--it can only climb by clinging.” Of
the duties and precepis——* While the apostlecharges
me constantly to affirm, that those who bhave be-
lisved be cars to maintain good works, my good
people must allow me 1o stir up their pure minds in
the way of remembrance.”

The well informed reader will easily discern the
old divine in theso sentiments. The highest Cal-
vinist, in former days, took in the whole range (f
Christian faith and practice. Usher, and others of
tho supralnpsarian school, are as minute and parn-
cular m oxplaining and enforcing the law, inall 1ts
ramifications, as they wero full and glowing in sci-
ting forth tho grace of the Gospel s and insisted as
strenuously on tho necessity and impostange of good
waorks, as the lowest Arminian.

3. He was tmpressive in his appeals to the heart and
conscience. No man botter uufgfmod that part of
a discourse which consists in tha applicationr Some
preachers are very deficient jn Yhis respeets either
wholly omitting to apply their subject, .or for the
most part failing in discnmination. ~ A discoerso 0
bo profitable, must come home to qur own case.

Mr. Richmond, in appealing to his hearers, was
faithful, scarching. forcible, and impressive. +Ho
reproved, rebuked, oxhorted, with all long-suffering
and doctrino;” but his oxhortativns were accom-
Hpanied by the most affecting displays of the merc?-,
gowcr. and grace of God in the Gospel; and whilo

is own experience of the truths be uttered, gave
an authority and officacy to bis words, God put hus
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seal to tho testimony, and crowned his labours wirh



