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It is strange that men will taik of
miracles, revelation, inspiration, and

the like, as things past, while love |

remaing. —Thorean.
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Chilef Justice Meredith — Cnae of
Rolect Knighte of Cunndu Roferred
buch ARnin.

—

"Meredith has given judgment iu the
Select Knights contributorles caeo, in
which the contributors to the soclety

' appealed from an order of the local

"master at St Catharines,

, November, 1315 gettiug the et of

| contributors.

* Hlu Lordship upholds the declslon of

"the master on the point that the by-

, laws ¢f the Supreme Legion were not
" a9 contented, unauthorized and {net-

: fective
| the members ot the soclety su covstruct-
¢d, or of 1ts beneficiary department.
" are personally lixble for payment of
dues which became due on assegsments
made

APTFR THIN WLRE ALMUITED

as members. 1 agres with the centes-
tion of ths appellants, that the mere
fact of & person belng a member of
such society or {ts huneficlary depart-
ment, ralees no {implied contract that
he will pay dues or asressments which,
according to the rules of the goclety,
atterwards became due, and thatin the
absonce of a contract on his part to do
50, there 18 no obligation to pay, for
breach of which actlon against him
wiil lo  Members of the soclety atthe
date wanen the uew constitution came
wito force are liable for payment of

dues which becames payable after that .

time, whilo they continned to be mem-
_bers, and for assessments msde after
the sawo date 50 long as they remained
members ot the beneficiary department.

A SUSPENDED MEMBLR

and where there is persoaal liability
on the part of the membors to pay dues
or asgessments, that liability continues
notwithstanding the suspension, not
only astodaes and assessments payable
at the time of suspension, bu? aleo as
to those which became payable during
the suspenslou and before, by the oper-
tion of the rules, his default results in
his ceasing to be a member.”

His Lordship does not ses how a per
capita tax cav be charged agaiunst the
members by the Grand Legion. Asus
pended member after his reinstate-
ment has been refused is not liable for
assessments made after the refusal.

‘*The report will be set aside, and
thore will be a referecce back to the
master to re consider the case of the
alleged contributories, with a direction
to him in doiug 8o to have regard to
the opinions expressed upon the vari-
ous questions with which I have dealt,
and there will be no costs of appeal to
either party, each having succeeded
in part in his contentions.”

——— et

SHE KILLED HER SISTER

—
. To Get lnsurance, and For This Mary
Antell Was Hanged in Eugland.

Loudon, July 1:.— Dagpite strenuous
" efforts to secure a reprieve, {ncluding
tan appeal to the Queen, Mary Ann
! Ansell, who was convicted of murder-
ing her sliter, an inmate of an insane
. asylum, by sending ber poisoned
cake, w-8 hasged today at St. Alban's.
The crime for which Mrs. Aneell was
executed was committed for the pur-
i pose of securing the payment of life
insurance money, the murderess hav-
| {ng obtained & policy upon the life of
her sister, giving a faleo description.

Toronto, July 20 — Chief Justice

made in:

** The chief ques‘ion {y asto whether

As To Ntandards,

| nquestionably, oue of the most ser-
lous of the immpedimests which have
bren encountered in the work of
securiog recognition, on the part of
- asecsstnent and frateroal organtzations
: of the operation of the laws which fix
;mortality cost in practical life jnsur-
ance, has been the confusion of Ideas
due to tailure—not to eay inability—to
tdlatinguish between what is necessery
j to souud practice and the one concruvte
; standard of sound practice which has
been {pcorporated ipto statutory law.

This one stavdard has by thie accid:
ent of legislation, taken the character
of an aroitrary otticial criterfon, ey
ceedingly convenient for us:, especial
ly to such as find it easier to be
thought for than to think.

It ts by no weans alouy the poor he
“uighted apostles of ateesstnent and
fraternal Insurance—whose hopeless
wauderingys in outer darkness aro so
amusiog to a certain class of writers—
who have tallen {unto this elough of wnis-
conceptlon : for even some of thoe elect
themselves use words with such care
lessnues, or want of keowledge of their
tre meaning, &3 to suggest the
thoughtfuluess of the parrot and the
frinttative nbility of the monkey.

Thnege are the gentlemen who admit
no distinction 1o meaning between the
words *‘sound methods™ and ‘‘Stats
standard ;" who usc the words * sufli
clent rates " as the synonym of *‘ rates
based on the State standard,” and say
* mortallty cost” when they mean
‘*the rate of mortality determined from
i the Actunaries' Table.”

i Theeo people have one criterlon of '
' jnigment, when the premium tables of

2’3 {g noac the less & membur of a socloty, | & life insurance organization fall under -

i their critical inspection. Are they
- tho **legal reserve " rates? Do they °
' conform to the Actuaries’ Table and
| four per cent. interest ? Is the com-:
. pany compelled by law to accumulate |
' exactly such a reserve—no more and
'no less? e the {pstitution in accord '
i with “*1iE " standard ? If, yes : that
| I8 sufficlent—there is nothing further
required. If, no ;—that too is suftis
fent! DBreath need not be wasted in
| discussion. Itg one uge is for denunci-
+ atlon.
| It is, probably, too much to ask, that
: thig latter class of self appointed critics -
, should prove thesmselves capable of .
. learning. Little of practical good
| could be tmagined to result, even if
. they did. But 1s it too much to hope |
that the men who are bonestly striving |
: to fulfil the obligations whick rest up !
; on tkem as managers of the assessment
, and fraterna! insurance orgauizations |
. of the country, may be brought to see :
- tbat the Actuaries’ Table of mortality
is not the standard, but merely a stand-
ard, with its right to standard-hood
resting mainly upon the accident of '
legislation ? )
Tables of mortality are neitherab-
solute records of past deaths nor unfail- !
ing prophecies of future ones. Actual |
deaths, aud not rates of premium, de- i
termine and fix cost. All standards of |
mortality are mere approximations and |
at most establish relationship or rates
of distribution. An organization is
not solvent, simply because its prem-
fum rates conform to a cortain stand-
ard ; nor is it inpolvent because it fol-
lows some other standsrd. Finally,
there are laws that underlie the prac-
tice of life insurance, and standards
are creations of those laws, and not
laws the creatures of standards.~The
Guardian.

the bearing ot such average age upon
the death rate bave been correspond
fugly mitunderstocd and mistepra
gsuted by members of traternal socle
tles The astumption has been that
If one thousand membhers ¢f varytog
ages would average 1) years o' agn
that then the death rate amoug such
one thousard members mus: be the
death rate fur the age of terty The
conclusion at first feems to be entitled
to credence, but upon cousideration it
will bo found 1hat, under certain con-
ditions, the couclusicn I8 ver correct.
Lot ussee why this is so. One thou-
sand members ot 10 years of age
would have a death 1ate for one year,
according to the actuary'’s table ot
mortality, ot 10 4 & littlea aver 1 rer
c-Lt per anoum. Now, If fustead of
ta¢ one tnousaud members belng all
1D years of age, tive huudred of them
were 20 voars ot age, aud five huodred
0° them i) years of age, thelr averags
age wouid sl be 10 but the number
o' deaths atnong the tive hundred who
are:y years of age would bs .3 5, and
the number of deaths amoong the five
bundred who are %) yoars of age
would he 1515, & otal of 1552 or
nearly O per cent.  Attention 18 called
10 the fact thut {n erch case there are
one thousand men, in each case their
averaga 18 1) yaars, dut {n the ons
thousand men, divided up between

. those of 20 and 110 the death rate is

near 2 per cent., whereas In the ony
thousand composed of men, all of
whom are 10 years of age, tne death
rate {8 but a fraction over 1 per cent,
It will be seen, therefore, that tho
average age of a given number of wen
is no indication ot what tha death rate
may be. The wembers of & coclety
are gcattered alopg among all ages,
and the only way that average death
rate can be found s to find the death
rate for each age, add the respective
death rate of all the ages togsther,
and from the result obtain the average,
The factof it is that the average age
theory 5 an exploded theory, and no
wmember of & fraternal soclety who is
posted in the principles of fraternal in-
surance will, in the year of grace,
1~9y, put forward the average age
skeleton, as an argument {n favor of

. the perpetuation of traternal societies.
; It has absolutely po foundation in

theory or in fact, but is & figment of
the imagipation, ard has been rele:

: gated by all intelligent men to the

limbo of useless and exploded proposl-
tions. —Columbian Herald.
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PRESENCE OF MIND.

The presence of mind of an Amerl-
can soldier in moments of daoger is
one of his chief cbaracteristice. A
orother of Father de Smet, the noted
Jesult m. lonary, who labsred among
the Indians of the west about a quarter

. of a century ago, was with his regi-

ment on 8some western campaign.
Oae day he wandered too far from the
commaud, and suddenly found himeelf
surrounded by a band of hostile In-
dians. He was selzed and was just
about to be tomahawked, when he re-
membered hearlug his brother say one
day that the Indians had a great devo:
tion for the sign of the croes, the sym-
bol of the Catholic fafth. Accordingly
he raised his right band to his fore-
head and in distinct tones repeated the
words: *‘ In the name of the Father
and of the Son and the Holy Ghoet."
AsDe Smet had expected the effect was
magical, and {n less than five minutes
ho was & free man.




