
Vie A.rts Sudeat in, the Àlsuni Fiel. 13

and a certain fear of failure. And ail the wlîile they have the
experience af years to encouragre tbern and a welI-stocked library to
draw froin in the preparation of thecir serinons. Aisk some of our
clever preachers to write a sermon and give tlîein the nurnber and'
(Ilality of books that mnany juniors have in the mission field and they
-%ould undoubtedly ask to bc excused. The Arts' student, as at
general mile, bias fewv books, and fromi lack of experience does not.
know heov to, use those lie lias. Besides ail tlîis, lie lias a "bloly
lhorror' " f plagiarisni, and wonders how far lie niay read and collect
and ,stili be free froîn. lîterary theft. One recent wvriter bias said
that -"Plagiarîsin is the naine given. te the act of the manî who, con-
seiously appropriates and uses as bis owvn thie product of auîether
inan's literary labor," - oi thîis condition no inan wviIl ever
take bodily a sermnonio ouftlinýe ready mîade froin another Iîand.'
On the other badipren nthe introduction of bis "«Sermion Note.s
froin Mattbew to Acts " says: " Brethren. . . . have been able on the
Lord's daty to give their people a faim nicasure cf spiritual life by
working out the thioughits suggtestedl," mneaning surely tbat the out-
line wbicb hie lias griven is to be worked out.

Agini, the thought cornes to thie enquirer, '«What is the differenc
betwveen takiîîg thoughits on a 'verse or passage fromn e. coinnc*ntary,
than frein othier writers Hle often finds the saine tlîoughlt.q
<new te hixn) on a verse in different wmiters. The thouglit, is ixot
bis, but to wlion . does it belong ? and to whioxn shail lie grive (eit
when lie utters it? Again, lie fiîids that few of thie thiougiits yhxiclî
hue bas on a sub*Ject are original, and to mention the writems froîx
wliomn the thouglit wvas taken ini c.ach case would altogetiier Mar the
*effect of his sernion. So a question wbîcb harasses tuie student
is: " How far can I go and yet ixot, consciously appropriate and use.
a-s my own the product of axiothier inan's literary labor."

It inay be that bis hearers are hypercritical and wvant preaelî-
ing on doctrinal subjects; thiis lias a tendency to inake in endea-
v>r to preach se, as to please menx. Hie reads carefully prepamed
essays, and this follows him in ail bis after life, because als a nian
hegins a work se, is lie likelv to carry it on to. the end.

In the face of aIl thxis the opinion is widely lîeld "thiat junior
studfents sheuld not be sent to the field." They- bave -ne theoIogy~.
it is argued, and as one lias said, '« preach aIl tbey kr.ow in the first
three or four serinons." But how can the fact, be accounted for*
thiat, nany Arts mn in their lirst years do better work and preacli.
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