
tiiformilitY of rc*sult %vere the law, it would
fallow. that %%lien flot observed the law
%votilcl fot eNist. It is the saine in thec
physical %vorld. Uniformiity is the resuit,
but flot the lawI% itself. In fact the lav
precedes elle acts, points Out the relations
these acts should followv. Uiiforni ihy is a

* mark showing hiow tiiese relations hiave
been carried out.

Invariabilitv is a contention scarcely
borne ont by facts. 'FhIis wvill appear v'ery
clearly iii considering, the physical law% in
another sense. Naàture, as we sec, is made
Upl of innumierable parts ail working to-
gl,,thier inî admirable and perfect liarmony.
lHiere is a wondeîfnil succession of days
and nighits, of years.iand seasons ; there are
plhases of vegetable and rinimial life of
bi. th, growth, dccline, a faultless arrangc-
ment in every departnicnt of nature by
virte of whiichi the mnost varions phieno-
mena ar*e seen to arrive ivithout fait at a
givCu noint. Thclise stccessions antd pha-.ses
are cailed laws. It is conimon to hecar
mcentioned the laws of the stuccession of
days and nighits,of seasonis,yeairs,and so on.
Vet is invariable precision fourtd hiere? It
is the law of a fruit-tree to bear fruit cachi
season. Stili can it be said that it will bear
fruit every season ? Tt is the Iaw of
wvinter to bring ice and snow. Cati
it be depended upon absolutely, thiat
every winter w~ili be accominied ivit1î
these attendants ? It ks a fact of
exi)erience that mattîral laws are fair from
rigid in tlîeir working. Nay more, there
ivere laws, not now l operation, and there
are law-; in force for but a comparativcly
short perîod in the world's history.

Extraordinary as miracles are, thiey do
not, howvever, cifect any special violence
to the laivs of nature. Thley do flot undo
au it were, what was constituted flot to be
undone. The physical law is flot of such
uinyieldirig stuif thiat it cannot bc departcd
frouî. A'îiong the niany powvers and
forces observcd ln creation, sonie aire
stronger than othcrs. Naturally the

sue~rforce overcomies the wveaker if
placed iu oposition to it and suspends

thc lav' by whicli it %vould othcrvise hiave
accomplishced its effect. \lIan inîiseîf cami
couniteract mlany of those Laws. \Vhat
theni is ýhcre to jirevent a yet hiiglier cause
1,ke the sipremie agent fromn stcpping lu
and producing lu nature effects, whichi
cither as to substance or mode stnrpass the
activity of man or aisy creature.

Tt ma), appear tlhat the occurrence of
miracles in'Jicates an abrupt change or
redisposition a>f the decrees and plans of
Goci. Hlowever it is tiot so. God lias
decrecd once for ail, by a single act of
i-is will, ail thct events of whlichi H-e was
to be the immiiediate cause and 1-e accomi-
plishles invariahly iii time, that whicil I-le
hais decreed lu eternity. ht is flot for the
humain mind to say %vlat, is containued iii
these decrees. Miracles are inciuded lu
those plans in the saile way exactly as
less mliractulous events. 'l'ie contrais
wvas never decreed and hecnce thîe (lecrce-
could flot bc changed Mien it did not
exist.

I'ù suin zp briefly, mîiracles are physicai
phecnoinena and beiong, by tlîis fact to tie
physical order of things. They are further
nîost extraordinary in evcry respect. 1'lîey
belong in no way to the claini of con-
nected events whicli compose this sphecre.
The natural play of secondar3 causes docs
not give birth to themi :Utc very mle of
miracle shows that tlîey are far froin
happening daily or even at distant periods.
if thle natural worid does not exclude,
neitlier does it in any way call for thien
for- the %vorld does flot need to be repaired
or retouclied by the baud of the Creator.
Tlo 1e sure, #Lhere are beings %Vhîich caunot
conie into existence witliout thîe imie-
diate influence of Cod, but apart froin
tliese, nature does iot require the imine-
diate action of its Ma.ker. At the same
time, the mîiracle can exist in rnost beauti-
fui harmiony %vith phîysicai effects. By the
addition of thiese unique facts a new and
ricli departmnent is secured to the aIready
v'ast store of nature's marveis.
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