tto McGILL FORTNIGHTLY :

1f, as the McGill Gazette writer said, a Col-
lege is judged by its paper, then Harvard would
probably ask that there latter papers should re-
present it, and not merely its maid-of-all-work,
the HHarvard Crimson.

Crossing the seas. and coming to the Univer-
sity of Oxford, one finds its journalistic affairs
on a totaly different footing.  The papers deal-
ing with College matters (with the exception of
a purely Academic gazette published by the Var-
sity and  dealing  only with strictly official bus-
iness, lectures, exams,, reports of meetings of
convacation, ete.) are started by private -nter-
prise just as any public journal.

There is the Oxford Magazine, 1 permanent
Varsity chronicler, edited by a don, and publish-
ed weekly.  Tts twenty pages or so are filled with
dignified paragraphs on Varsity ephemeral mat-
ters such as would be of interest to any person
comiected with any of Oxiord’s numerous col-
leges. There is often matter. correspondence,
cte., by professors, dons and undergraduates, b
articles in the strict sense do not scem to have
any place i the Magasine.

The Isis s another  weekly paper  dealing
likewise with Varsity ephemeral interests. hut
in a much less digmified  manner. A notable
feature in the Jsis is the “idol™ of cach week.
This s a hali comic account of i professor,
don. athlete. actor in the Dramatic Socicty, or
well-known Oxford figure, as, o g an old ser-
vant of the hoat clubs.  The whole paper is con-
ducted by an okl Oxonian resident in Londou,
while an Oxford undergraduate in residence sup-
plies  him with the Oxford copy, but is not
official,

Striving to aim at more literary merit. while
sill remaining strictly ephemeral, is the J.C.K.
(Tunior Common Room), a recently  started
weekly paper. It gives a half-caricature portrait
cach week of same Oxford personage.

This paper like the Oxford Magaziue and the
Isis costs sixpence the number,

Finallv, onc may note that an Oxford town-
paper editor publishes an undergraduate even-
ing paper. The Revicwe which is like a poaor
cvening paper anywhere else with Varsity stufl,
theatre news, athletic news, scholarship awards,
cte.. thrown in.  ‘This paper costs a halipenny,
and is published only during term.

Thus at Oxford the Revicte would seem o

srrespond in a manner to the Harvard Crimsan

and the “idol” and “portrait” parts of the Isis
and J. C. R., respectively, to the Ilarvard Lamp-
eon.  There is apparently no vehicle at Oxford
exactly similar to the Harvard Advecate and
the Harzard Monthly, An undergraduate would
presumedly have to try his fortunes in the num-
crous English public magazines if he wished to
et his articles or stories into print.

In spite, however, of the very radical differ-
ence in the basis of the Harvard magazines and
of the Oxford magazines there is in both cases
the clear recognition of the fact that under-
graduate life, itself a passing thing, is largely
concerned  with passing local interests, and re-
quires these to be put into print to a greater or
less degree.

The ForTNIGHTLY, too, has been constructed
under the re ~gnition of this fact. Dut while
almost too couscientious in this regard it then
parts company - with the principles that are at
work apparently in the other two Universitics.
Ncither of them attempts to put weighty per-
manent writing side by side with that concern-
ing only passing interests. Harvard provides
other suitable vehicles, and Oxford scemingly
points to the public magazines.

A man knows then how miuch or how little
literary excellence to expect when he subscribes
to u paper.  If he wants lterature, he buys one
paper, if he wants mere news he buys another.

The ForrnicarLy, however, is asked to ac-
complish the incompatible task, not only of dcal-
ing with the passing interests of the College
fortnight, but also to have bright and clever liter-
ary articles, and all in the space of some cighteen
or twenty pages.

Onc man buys a copy to read the remarks of
his Year. and thinks he is defrauded because, ow-
ing to a long article, his Ycar has only been as-
siggned three lines. The next man finds the ar-
ticle disposing of its subject much too bricfly,
and he quarrels with the absurd amount of spa:e
given to what he deems worthless class reports.

Now, any person possessing a wheclbarrow,
docs not expect it to be used for the conveyance
of other than matter of misccllaneous and  non-
descript  character.  As wheelbarrows go, the
FormiGHTLY is an cxccllent one.  Yet McGill
might ask herself whether, while rctaining this
useful machine in order to chronicle her ephe-
meral interests and to call attention in editorials
to henefits or abuses. she could not at the samc



