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Official Gazette and of the statutes; and of an-
other in the Register Office ; and further to effect
« 8aving of nearly $1,000 hy combining the duties
of the Ulerk of the Crown in Chancery with
those of the Depaty Registrar Geuneral, the ag-
gregate amounting to a diminution of expense
of al least about $2,900.

The reduction of the number of persons «¢m-
ployed and therefore of the amount of salaries,
was also extended to the contingencies of the
department, whicl Lave amounted to about one
third less than the sum voted by Parliimeant to
weet them in the year 1867—8 and which will
not exceed $8,000 for the year 1868—9 being
about two thirds less than the estimate.

At the Secretary‘a office, properly 30 termed,
bave been received,in the 18 months ending on
13t January last 7133 letters, eithe- single or
containing documents, that is to say, for the year
1867-8, 4,682 letters, and for the last six months
of 1868, 2,451 leteers.

Compared with the yenr preceding Confede-
ration the figures are as follows :-

Lelters received Numbers.

T0 1866—T...rvur serirasns vonsrvnnnsannes 3534,
In 1867—8. veeene 4682,

Tbe number of letters written and despatched
has been as fullows for the 18 months ending
on the 318t December, 1868 :—3741.

Compared with 1866—1 the figures give the
f llowing result.

esvaccsn tree

Le'ters writlen and despatched,

Ta 1866-T.cviveenscaenns veeren 1739
Ta 186T-8..ciceciiiiinniniinnnns 2392

The duties ot the Registrar’s office are ns fol-
lows :—1. The engrossing of Patents of Indian
Lands aod Ordnance Lands, and of all com-
missions issued nunder the great seal nni the
Privy seal. 2. The registration at length of
snch patents and commissions, as also of Pa-
tents of invent ons and other document. 3.
Preparing copies of Patents, Commissions o.
other documends already registered ; 4. The pre-
paration of Indexes and of copies of documents
required by Parliament, by the Council, by
other d- partmeunts and by individuals. 5. The
gafe keeping and classification pof the archives,
6. Préparing copies of records transmitted by
other departments to that of the Secretary of
State for the purpose.

The branch charged with the affairy of the
Indian Lands has the management of the
affsirs, 1ands and funds of the Indians. Ihave
instructed the Deputy Superintendent to pre-
pare for me a report of the affairs of his branch,
together with tabular statements as complete
a3 possitle 1o give an exact idea of the situation
of the Indian Tribes, of the extent of their do-
main, of the funds belonging to them, and of
their income and expenditure. This Report fol-
lows that which 1 now bave the honor to pres-
ent, and is a8 complete as it could be made.
Your Excellency will perceive tbat most of the
tribes have a sufficient income, but 1hat those of
Nova Scolia and New Brunswick bave no
menns of acquiring the educwtion necessary to
enable them hereafier to share the blessings of
civilization. It would, in my own opinion,
be expedient to grant the snm of § 1000 to each
of the two Provinces to procure for them this
advantage. ' . R

The experience which I have gained sincel
100k in hand the superintecdence of the affairs
of the Indians has convinced me that the time
has come for facilitating the enfeanchigement of
a great number of those Indians who, by their
education and knowledge of business, their in-
telligence and their good cynduct. are as well
gualified a8 the whites to enjoy civil rights, and
to be released from astate of tutelage. For thia
reason, 1 propose, with Your Excellency’s sanc-
tion, to submit to Parliament 8 measure which
would sttain that object, and would be mora
easily carried into effect than the resgut Iaw
respecting the Indian tribes of the Frovinces of
Ontario and Quebee. .

The fourth branch of my Department is that
of tbe Ordoance Lands. The bead of that
bianch has forwarded to me a report which 1
had instructed him to prepare, and which will
explain to Your Excellency the present condi-
tion of those lands; the amouunt which ti_]ey
have pro 'uced, and the actual revenue arising
from them. It will show you that this revenue
hes been more than doubled in twelve years,
without taking into account that a large portion
of them is now occupied, either by the military
authorities or the militia, for the purposes of
defence, or by public institutions, for other pur-

poses of general interest, among which may be
mentioned the site of the present Parliament
House and Departmental Buildings. This
Report is annexed to the present one.

~ Before concluding, I ought to add that the
officers of my Department and more particular-
ly the under-Secretary of State and the heads
ot branches bave fulfitled their dutics with zeal,
assiduity and exactness.

The whole is respectfully submitted.

HECTOR L. LANGEYVIN,
Secretary of State.
Department of Secretary of State of Canada,
Ottawa, 10th April, 1869.

THE DUTIES ON SILK AND TEA.

NEW AGBERMENT BETWEREN THE UNITED BSTATES
EUROPE AND JAPAN

ASHINGTON, August 16th, 1869.—The follow-
ing has been received at the Dopartment of
State:—

AGREEMENT.

o B{ Article I. of the Convention of Yeddo, of
1866. 1t is provided that a re-adjustment of the duties
on silk and tea may be claimed by any of the parties
to that convention, ou the basis of five per cent. on
the average value of the said articles during the three
years last precedint

“ The Japanese Government having now advanoed
a claim for the re-adjustment of the aforesaid duties,
in acgordance with the above stipulation. the under-
rigned, representatives oi the United States. France,
Great Britain, Italy, and the North German Con-
tederation, and the Japanese Minister and Vice-
Ministers of Foreign Affairs, have met, and after ma-
ture cougideration of this claim, have agreeed om
behalf of their respective Governments, to the follow-
ing arrangement:—

“It ‘“aving been shown that the duties levied on
silk and tea, under the tariff attached to the aforesaid
convention, are considerably lower than five per cent.
upon the average value of the said articles during the
last three years, the right of the Japanese Government
to increase Lthese duties is bereby recognized.

“The undersigned have consequently agreed that
the duties on the aforesaid articles shall be increased
to the extent specified in the following table; bat it
has been further stipulated that the increased rates
ahall be levid only from and after the 1st of January,
1870, until which date the duties shall continue to be
collected by the Japanese Government according to

the presentrates:—
P MPrennt %reaaed
uty per Yy
100 (,!{xttics. 100 Catlf’ie:s.
BILK. BUS.
Raw and Thrown........ $0.90
‘Tama or Dupioni.. 0.25
Floss SitK..c.. . .eeevases 0.20 025
Norhi or 8kin 8ilk . 0.10
Waste 8ilk . . 3. 0.(3
Tea..oe oov & cee... 8.50 0.04
«7Tea, of the quality known as ‘ Bancha,” may in
future be ul\ippeﬁ under the present duty of 76¢. ot a
bus. per 100 cattieg, from all the open ports, instead of

as hitherto, from Nogasaki only.

«In witness whereof, the undersigned huve here-
unto affixed their sezls and signatures

« Done at Yokobama, in the English, Freuch, Ger-
man, Italian and Japanese languages, this first day of
June, A D 18t9. -

The treaty is_signed by the Ministers Plenipo-
tentiary of the United States. Great Britain, France,
Italy, the North German Confederation, and the Ja-
panese Foreign Ministers.

CCEAN T.ELEGBAPHS.

HE advantages of competition in the business of
trans-oceanic telegraphing are already scen in
the fact that a reduction in the rates of the French
Cable Company has been followed by a corresponding
reduction on the part of the old line. The monopoly
is destroyed, and as busine<s is rapidly increasing
under the new Aystem, it is reasonable to ook for a
still further reduction at mo distant day. The new
rates fixed by the British Cable Company are seven
dollass and a half in gold for ten words between New
York and apy part of Great Britain and Ireland.
¥ach additionsl word over the presoribed namber
will be charged 750. in go!d, and despatches to the
press will be sent at half price. .

The gratifying success which has attended theeffurts
of the French Compsny has given a considerable jm-
petus to ocesn telegraphy in all par.g of the world,
Two new lines are now projected between this count,
and Europe, cne of which will be butlt entirely wit
American capital Among the new lines which
European capitalists are now considering, is one from
Scotiand to Quebee, via the Oirkney Isiands, and one
copnecting South America with the United States
and Europe by means of 8 cable to Cuba and Panams,
and thence along the Pacific coast to Columbis,
Equador and Peru. It is probable, therefore, that we
shall hawo plenty of cables within the next ten years,
and that such & thing as & monopoly of the business
will be wholly impossible. Capitalists are now ready
to meke investments in these great enterprires, and
it noed only be demonstrated that a line will pay a
fair per centage of profits to seoure its construction
and operation. If the growth of the business of in.
land telegraphy within the past ten years be any stan-
dard by which to judge, the future of ocean telegraphy
will be a great one,

THE HURON AND ONTARIO SHIP CANAL,
ERHAPS no great public work cver commended
itself to general favour without & preliminary
period of opposition. It was 8o with railroads, occan
steam navigation, the Suez Canal, and almost every
othor great onterprise that marks a distinct step in
material progress. There were not wanting peoplo
to predict that iron wheels would never turn on iron

raile, A great authority convinced himself, and ail
but convinced the world, that no steam vessel could
cver carry coals enough to last through an Atiantic
voyage. The leading organs ot English opinion were
uite sure that the S8uez Canal was impracticable, but
they failed to convince either M. seeps or the
Frenoch people. In the same way. the projector of tbe
Georgian Bay Canal bas had to meet all the stereo-
tyg forms of opposition. The work was impracti-
oable; there was no sufficient water suppl{; the capital
would never be raised; even if the canal were mado
it would attract no traffic. Such are the forms which
a many-sided opposition assumed.
Let us see how the matter stands to-day, The
uestion of Puotioabimy is settled beyond doubt, and
that form of opposition has almost disappeared. Mere
babblers have not the face to repeat it in the teecth of
the opinion of engineers such as Mr. Hawkshaw, who
stands at the head of the profession in England. As
the question of practicability includes water supply
nothing need be said on this head ‘When we come
to talk of capital it is not eurrrlsln that an amount
of fifty or sixty million of dollars thould at first seem
to present a serioue obstacle 10 success, There was a
time. before the financial plans of the projrotor were
deveoloped, when this item had a most serious look.
But when it was found that the chief contractors and
capitalists of two such countries as England and the
United States were prepared to take the work {n hand,
& meaas of overcomiug this difficulty wae seen. For
the reet it is like talking to the winds to tell men of
common #ense that forwarders will avoid a route
which offers advantages to which no other can pre-
tend. All the stock arguments beingused up we have
latterly been treated to what, if notjubelled badinage,
wmight readily bave been mistaken for misreprescnta-
tion. It has been slleged that Mr, Hawkshaw, tho
chiet engineer of the company, realy did not believe
in the practicability of the work or the capacity of the
canal to earn a8 much as its projectors estimate. Mr.
Hawkshaw has directed a reply to be made, in which
it is distinctly stated that as an engineering question
he undertakes to say that the eflfective capacity of the
caual has been eonsiderahlz underrated by the pro-
jectors, This haus demolished the latest form ot cp-
position.
Where i3 the Plneh now?! Itis to be found in the
land bounus question. On this question the legislature
has not yet had an opportunity of gronouncing. The
delay is costly to the promoters, but otherwise they
have not lost by it if they can stand the strain of pre-
liminary action. Their cause is not suffering but
etting better. The canal has many advocates which
t had not three years or even six months ago, but in
common fairness there ought not to be no more delay.
The energetioc promoter of the canal and his friends
bave a right to know what is the disposition of the
legislature towards the work. Be the opinion favor-
llgle or adverse it ought not to be longer withheld
At Ottawa there has been a favorable report, but a
Houre of Commons committee might naturully feel a
delicaoy in alluding to a grant of Jand which 19 jn the
gitt of another authority; and accordingly this peint
was ignored. But the promoters consider this to be
now the only point of importance. There may be
difficulties in the way but surely the forms of the
Jegislature admit ot & definite opinion being pro-
nounced. There is always the resource of an address
to the Crown. JIn this case there is no reason why it
should be made to take a form or spirit of hostility to
thd Government; it should be regarded as an innocent
means of obtaining a fair expression of opinion from
the House—nothing more, nothing less. L
The expenses of promotion running over a period
of six or eight years, and includiog more or less com-
pleto surveys, test boring of the ridges, working
plans, repeated Jonmeys to England auod the States,
a large office and a regular staff of officials to aid the
chief promoters, must be enormous We are authori-
tative{)y assured that we do not overstate the amount
in putting it at £20 0C0; add to this years of exhausting
Iabour in the promotion, and wo sliall getsome ides of
the devotion of the promotefs to their work. Mea
who have given such evidence of their earnestuess
ought to be treated with candour; and whetlier we
agree in their views or not, we ought not to refuse
them a hearing, but to meet their application by a
direct anhouncement of policy.—Ieader.

RussIAN TRADE WITH CHINA,—Acceording to in.
formation furnished by the Kussian co. sulate at Tient
sin the total amount of commercia! exchanges between
China and Russia in the Tientsin market increased
during the past year to 2,881,886 roubles, from 2,474,661
in 1867 It only amounted to 1,527,718 in 1846. 1he
total amount of Russian imports at Tientsin was
960,256 roubles, made up a8 follows : —Precious inotals,
856.608 ronbles; tissues, 78,378; furs, leatherand o0},
13,744; different goods, 11 583. The Chinese cxports
amounted to 1,921,128 roubles, in which computati n
teas figure for 1,889,389, X

Porsons who have arrived from Virginia give dis-
tressing sccounts of the effuots from the kmf drought
in that State, and assert that unless they have rain
soon, the corn and tobacco orops will certsinly be
thoroughly destroyed. Letters trom Georgia also re-

resent that np&rehemions of great danger to the
cotton crop are felt in that State becauee of the long
dry season.



