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APPLICATION

Ow no mean anyfhiug, v. 8. It is a Chris-
tian duty Wo pay cor debts. This applies ta
msny other debte titan those whIicît cao ho
dlsciîarged by ntoney. God lias given Wo ns
gospel privileges and advantsgcs in trust for
mankind. We have ito right Wo content
ourselvos wlth a selflh enjoyniont cf theso
blossings. We are under sacred obligation
te convoy them tu aIl those wboso welfare le
embraoed in the loving purpose of the Grcat
Giver. Liko the apostles, ire are debtors
«-botb Wo the Grccks and Wo the Barbarians;
both Wo the irise aiîd to the unwige," (Rom.
1 :14); and ire shaîl ho lîeld accounitable
before the court of heaven for our discliarge
cf this great trust.

Love ote astether, v. 8. Titis is the mbl of
the Christian lîfo. Tue Jews liad the moral
law, summeil op in the Ton Commandmcuts
and in many miner regulations cf conduct.
Patul bore gives a singleToile that surpasses
and supersedes thom all-the law of love. If
wo love our neighbcr, ire sball not kili hlmi,
or even covet bis gouda. Wu shall hc giad,
rather, that ho lias pleuty. Tite la'; of love
is simple. Tîte motltod cf Josus ia not tu
burdent tiieClristitin wlth a long listof regu-
lations, but Wo put te principie cf love in bis
heurt; for love min do ne wrong and love
wili do ail riglit. The law of love is search-
ing. it applies te every situation. The
Bible, for exaînple, ducs tiot directly comn-
mand total abstinence frein strctg drink, but
the love for (3od and sean which it croates,
makes Clîristians sensitive Wo the awf:ti
shame aîtd degradation cf drink, and leades
themn W give np readily thoir personal free-
dom W save any wcak one from faliing. The
law of love lis self-acting. When tue fier-
sians attacked the Spartans at Tliermnopylie,
tiîey had Wo drive titoir slave soldiers Wo bat-
tic wltlî whips. The Spartans, on the con-
trary, iront Wo figlit with a solemo joy. The
difforence was that the love for homne and
country inspired tue Spartans and sent tbem
to meet death, as slave soldiers nover could.
God aaks us W o men cf love in Hi@ service.
Ho seeke that ire ëbenld do Hie wIll witb a
ioving, willing heari.

Luvr iii te fuijing of fte lait,, v. 10. Jeas
naid te Hia disciples, "1If ye love me, keep

muy commandments," John 14:15. He knew
that keepiîîg Hie comnsdmoenta would
bring loss and suffering, and even death,
tipon His disciples, Wo the end of time. Ho
knew alto that love to Hlmself would inspire
tlîem to endure every miefortune and to
brave every danger. As love to the Mauter
constrains us to serve Him, so also love Wo
our ineighbors wilI influence us Wo do every.
thing that their real gond requires.

Nui,; ix our saltution narer titan ten te be-
lieied, v. il. This jo an encouraging thouglit.
Not oni>' is otir own personal salvation, but
also that of our race, daily drawing neorer.
The battie against wong lis being won and
the victory la certain. Every good cause, for
instance the cause of temperance or of mis-
ponus, is sure to triumph. Christians have
but Wo awakc and exert themecîves, Wo make
the victory spcedy and cotnplete.

Let tu ihieref are m of te works ef darkness,
V. 12. Some years mgo a Magazine wrîter
acoounted for wlhat lie tîtouglit the failure of
Christian missions in India by referring to
the cvil lives of rnany nom.inal Christiane in
that land. It bas Wo be adinitted that the
cause of missions lias suffercd grievously
from the conduct of so-called Cliristians.
The cliurch will nover have lie truc power,
until ail tîtose who bear the name of Christ
put awtay from thiemselvestrlilitat belongotW
the kingdom of darkness, and hring forth the
truc fruits of our holy religion.

Lit us uIik !îonestly, a8 in the day, v. 13.
The inspired apostle apPeals o uts to walk
straightforwardly, not wasting our toil and
strength and talents and muney it drinking,
or in satisfying fleslfily testes and lusts, nor
yet in dividing the Christian church by
strife and jcalousy; bot Wo show ourselves
truc Wo Christ and the Christian ideal of lite.
We sltould live out the principie of love,
makiug no plans or arrangements, nor having
time providcd when ire shall think of Ur
fleohly testes or luste Wo satisfy or indulge
themn. Pauils appealisea magnillcent one t
Christians who are donbting or luke-warmn
in the cause cf temperance. Because the
evils cf drink are not so great as they once
were, the efforts cf înany have grown Élsok
lu this cause. Tbe victories of the uat
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