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spurtas; and again, strange apathy ; and over
thein ail and ail the thue, the patient guid-
ance of Jehovahî, whoaaai no wrong-doing or
ingratitude of Hif; people could utterly turn
away front bleaiing theni.

Tite Temuple hadl been rebit, but.the wails
wt're stili in ruinm. Manv abue had crept
iii. There wam need of sonte whole @Ouled,
fierv-hearted refornier to set the wrongs
riglit atnd to awake the dormant patriotismr
and religious'zeal of the people.-<

Ezra appc-ared; a peýrwonaiity, close atter
Muses in grandeur, a prieé4t, a scribe, a diplo-
mat, a bom leader, a patient, dev'out ser-
v'ant of C-kd (E'zra 7 : 1-$). ILis ad vent was
t.he begiîîniug of beýtter davia for Jerusalein;
and to hlm (iod'm people mn ail the ",e are
profoundly indebt&ed for lis work in gather- vie. ý 24 ; (fi A s1hrvwd division of respon-

ing together and arrangitig anîd handing tibilit.v, vs. 25i-27; (r) A fervent appeal to

down the l101v Scripturee. lîi1hest motives, vs. 28, 30.

The lemeon of to-day dispiavea: n'. Er-ra'g P4orperity, 31, B y God's

I. lErra'g I r ration. Gio back to v. 1 (, good hand upon him and the people they

which is reallv the door into tihe on escaped the perils of the wnay and reached

Ezra is; niaking ready for bis great work. the end of their jonrney ini jware.

Mark four points, (ul), I>reparain of NWs enîlNi&c4izte tlie (bldeu Text.

TOPIOS PUR ]U7 ]PÂPERS

(To e ieainedtueSahsitt pevius.Ouiy one tý;pic mliîould be gi t.ii te vaclî seliolar.
Sotuetinies ail uîaîîv be aL>ktI t4b A-riLt* on the saine teipic. Tite papers t.-el- e ai out in ièt

clama.)

1 . Ezra asa leader.

2. Wliat the le55011 t*ftclies ofl rhurchi finânee.

3. ibis I.o" zla.ke mure g f God'e, hielp.

HLP SOUGHT-in p.enftence

GO(JUS GUIDANCE FOLLOWED-with courage
CARE FROVED-by success
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hean; (Jf) Searching of the Pc'iptures (c

Willingnees to obey; (al Eagerncss to tesaci
God's law to others Wlutt better prepara-
tion, what other preperation, indeed, cari
anyone makre for large service of God ?

Il. Ezr'i Piety, 21-23. - Note (a) Hie prop-
er pride. -He hie! told the king that Gtaod
wouid guard, theîaî. Therefore lie will a4k
no guard front the king. See Psalm 20: 7.
(b) Hlie devout srpi rit; whichi leads 1dm to, fast
(indicating humility and penitence) and tii
pray. (Janie 5 : If')) (c) 1-is 9ense of the
fellowship of. bel-ievers. He summons ail
to join with himt and with one another iii
the fastings and supplications.

111. Fzmx's frid,-ur., 24-30. We remark.
«Y) cA"reful eltoice for a responsible mer-


