
Abstinence for lthe Sake of Others

li)ois -Are represeutat ions of the deity
whirh are nmade olîjeets of worship. They

belong to a comparatively advanced stage

in the history of religion. In treece aod
Rome there were no images or temples in

very early days, hut ini biter hunes these
were inultiplied. They were introduced at

first as domestic idols, and were small, Paint-

ed, wooden figures or adorned with gold ani

silver, and descended as heirlooms in a farnily.

APPLICATION
AiU thangs. .ot expedicai, v. 23. Somne-

t <mes in modern warfare the e.,ldiers of an

attacking force have suddeoly found hhem-
aelves stumhling loto l)arbed

'-Baebed wtre-- wire eîîtanglemeiits. Flouni-
dering and falling amnid the

meshes of steel, their prugresa has been

rhecked, and they have been exposed ho
defeat and dest ruct ion, luI like manner the

great enemny ot souls Places in our path-
way thmough life the enares and pitfalls of
temptation. Only hy the mont careful and

constant Watrhfuloeas con we keep our fret
fres from these hiodrances and reach the
heaveoly goal.

No mon. hi Oumn, but. .his neighboro8 good

(11ev. Ver.), v. 24. In Ezekiel's wonderful
vision of the streamn that flowed fromn the temu-

pie estward and sout.hward and
Stfegnet sweetened the saIt waters of the

or Fiin Dead Ses, there were certain

miry places and marehes whose waters con-

tinue.4 ho ho saIt and bitter. There are

hearts, hou, loto which the glad gospel of
Jesus Christ has renie, like the healing water
of the prophet's river, and yet they are nut as
etroog aod pure and joyful as they ought to
ho. The reaon, le not far to seek. They
have heen eeeking to enjoy the blessinge Of
salvation themselves, taking no thought
about sharing thema with the multitudes ut
nesdy nesa in thse world. if tise hlessed
gospel le tu do us the muet gond, it met ho in

ur lives like s flowing streamn, not a stagnant
pool.

For lthe earth je lte Lord's, and lte Julnes

thereof, v. 26. From thse time the grain was
suwnin the spring Gudwatched over it. Al

summer long He sent Hie son-
Tii. Geste shine and showers to ripen it

a"d tz Us"s loto thse gol.len harves$. At

last tisa reaping time came, and the wealth
oif the fields was gathered into the haros,
causing them ho horst witis pleoty. Nuw, el

une tising ws mnay ho very sure-Coud intended

t his great gift of the grain for the good of men.
He never meant that one handful of it should
go towards robbing men of their sennes, turn-
ing loving fathers into cruel tyrants and good

citizens loto the worBt rrirninals.. And yet
that sn what in donc when the grain sn turord

inon irîtoxicating liquor and sold to men for
drink. What a mockery, to thank God for

the grain and then use it, or, hy our exaniple
to encourage its being used, thus 1

Whaisoeî'cr in set belore you, eai, v. 27. A
Canadian gentleman, on a recent visit to
Europe, was taking a walk one morning,

when, in a garden, he ser King
The Kegs Edward, then apending some

Saluts tirne on the Continent. The

gentleman raised hie hat and bowed to the

king, and Hia Majesty returned the salute as
graciously as if ho had received the loyal
acclaiins of an enthusiastie multitude. A
polite aod frieîîdly rerognition of anohher's
effort, or even wish, to give us pleasure, or
show us respect, or do us bonter, in always a
mark of right feeling and good breeding.

For hie sote, v. 28. A blind man was seen

carrying a lantero. Ho was asked of what
possible service it could ho to him, since he

could nlot see. " 1 carry it," ho
The BUed answered, "sno that it may give

mmes Lester light to othere, and save thema

from sturahling." Even if it wers certain-

and it is neot likely that this le the case-that
the use of etrong drink would flot injure us,
we ehould abetain, lest our example ehould
lead othors ho ruin.

Evil spoken ol,v. 30. b weo regions the

germia of malaria are carried by mosqoitoes,
which hreed in swamps and marehes. Their

bite innoculates the victiM
ConductandIts with the poison of the disease.

cseeIqusencs There le a moral sa w6ll as a

physicel inf 'ection. Our conduct may in-
fluence others ho their injory. On the other
b and, by Our actions, we mey convey and

*strengthen the power of right and holy prin-

- I


