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peared, and ti
inerriu' land.

Then a atran

if~~% ~ ~ Ç<~flround a shrinc, survoying tI
RIse~t anbL JJ(iL tliey saw that it was gond.

sougit Jill or Jili sought
of tIc kriown, but this circle, hn

~ I ess than lhalf an hour, begaziii>az~j~0tC. in silence and witli blushe
liugliter and les-s bludhing, ailC

1114~vitorle nw psttho which led tu dancing, and the
rain is over and gone. The wsa conlse atTandand-Mnte is 110e, Lia sw*tle dige tisy n

flowvers have appcared in our fBut dancing is tiring wçork i
thisbeatifu daghtc o!Maint rte celd gref rs a thel

iuh niaiden of '97. Site bias cone, ld to the rection of bootbh

gotdoss of growvth, bringing with lier thlo goNrnnmic.t maide May 1)
<a. bIe sie, unyd ,lagng and in time the feýtivaI ass

streains', leafing ;rùve!3 and flowerv and proportions of a fair.
*« r.ooks., iliat -ive the fair promise of a f t was flot to, bc expected

'~~ ~ gofissomr fen'inine chaarn and grace
lit tiiese prosaic days she confers more savors tibu rosn qvlisa

than site receives; but the time wvas, when lier ivbicb. for the sake cf pencei
advent was hailed with niuch external pouip and elc'ction of a ' Queen of tho MN
eereniony, eýpecially- in E nglaud. But that %V£oLqh egh ! ef
wlien England ivas. înerrie En-latud '-a long time May' fe.ýtivities arrived ini t

baro, wî'hen lier corning- infusedl into «'lasses and Be-iq, who appears te have be
lads' tlie spirit of a froliesomo muadness, îvhich PagCaI~ and 'lu migan
evideneed itsoif in their beads, in thecir heurts and bier subjet.ts.
in their limbs. Thon site wzs %vorshipped as tho Now, ail this Seellis hrarille
goddess of youtb, beauty, joyousness and poetry. 'let us say, eith ikirt.danci

'%Vitli pooLs, sweet May lias over been a favorite fashionable rfsorts, bicycle bi
thomne. Chaucer and Tenn-,son, and aIl the gitat- two otler fashions tint have
est bards between, bave recorded themnselvcs versai approval, but hurnarit
amongs the nuniber of bier most dovout iver. much as tire ages glide by.
sbippers, and, but tbat space forbids, it wvouId pole dances 'vere regarded as
ho ilit'eresting to roview 'tIi tire pretty sayings antxcc of tire eviî onek anld hli
tbey have inade about bier,-moire than enougli t class of persons, who were de
turn tie(, head of a less modest and lovely inaiden. <00 critical and over-zoalousf

With the gay, old Fatber of Engîisli verse sire tliey lived. Theso werc tii
wvaq always a prinre favorite, lie saye'- wîroni, a illr of the ame

1 May prickoth evory gentlo bcart, penalty #)f Iris trnerity in ope
*And mialoth hlmi out of his eleop to st.art, 3May-polo dances and other n

And saith Arise, and do thino observaunice.' thle loss of ii right band.
About Clraucer's tinte tire 'observaunce' of Mr. Stubbe, lrowever, ma

May ivas sinuiilar to 'vhat it le now in Canada, record bis urschanged opinie:
more of the hieart than in the bend. Maillons, in the May-pole, < that foui idol
their myrggthered May.flowerq, and .vove «they are wont te bring hein

* thero into ohapleta gay te dock tiroir bonny bair. 0 xn aic rvn t
Btt as Tennyson wisely saye, sweet nose-gay o! ffowers.

lu he prig yong ans fucyligity trnsto bound aise with flowers and
'Iii ls~r of yengmn' anyliblytrn being reared in tho ground

love; bouglis about it; Lhey set up
tnd<ls simple customn of tho mnadens enhancing adabradto

their looks with the spoils o! May, bye and bye, thrcy fali to feasting and
wrouglit ad havoc in tht. haarts c'! the yeung nman, îair n acn
who, toc weak te witlistand the tompttîcn, ioîdaoti.
sought about for ail excuse to nalke a closer ronbout ir. bb a
acquantance with beaut>'. Guided by the same bih eeg 1,tejjy
spirit of ' doing- their observaunce,' they oi at.rwrd, hog
toge1ther, betook thernelves te tIre grove, and eut h flvsot there to sec; .
dovi a fine, straighit sapling. This, -:r<h inuch fr n'h umi e
bashfui cocrnny,-for tho %veacîres were leokîng volution, iL was swept
on-tiey set upon the village green as an offerin.i

bout of existence by unto sîveeti\ay, who, being mightily pleased, favored iaotu ereo h
the designs of tho ardent swrrirs. o! <eourse, t'le Commonwealth, which
tender twigs dru<iped, and the May-treo soon was, as oery student o!
assurned a nîost forlorn and bedraggled rrppear. rgil ie-ykos
rance, aitogoîber at varianco ivitit the briglit season a yeyuws dccrce-
of foliage and flowers. fory tire s Comnealth.

The nyxnplv siglbed, and the swains scratcbod o Itie aomneath.
their puz.zled rroddles,, -,ç that tho gentle licart cf geiu likeOliver Croin-
.Na>' ias mouved te compassion. She, tiierefore, wel"cul 'w 8
in %~ dreain cf course, put it. loto the mmid o! a muell anud kncw se 

81y. oesthetic nymph te clear tho rnournful sapling abouttbû inhecent.spirit
of iti branches, and to decomte it witlr a clown o lsoncuZy
and fostors of flowers, wvbich could hoi replapted ~heoncu~.retL wiIl. And so, betwee the nymphes and tho
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ago t.hing tîappcnled.
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niaged to leave on
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e withl twe»nty yoke

iorus tipped with a
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fiuttering ribbons,
1they bind green

thi r summer i ais

-but lie beat the Dutch, and irade Engiand
a terror on tho seaï.

It le bird policy on tIi.i part o! a revolutionist
to rnedâle with tIhe ancient oustoîns, pastiruca and
pleasureï of t.be people, beforo lio m prepared te
offer soiueting botter in lieu o! them. Tho rigid,
ruoful regimenocf thie Commonwcalth. wac sufficient
to il a score e!f Commonwealthis in E ngland ; for
the English are et.irelly, a joyùus and aarguinee
people. Thoir sulent but v'îgûrous protest against
beîng forced to tako their plenures sadly quiekl>'
grow into a desiro for the retura of tire econ
Charles.

Witb tho resteration: of royalty came the re-
storation o! tho e ypl pastimes, and the intro-
duction o! rnany otîrers of a more queutionable
character. To reîuind the people of tho Lime cf
tho interdict, ruetic pools were -%vaut te make sar-
ciistic allusion te it, as may be plainly diseortied ila
the following linos :

Corne, lamses and lads, gel Icave e' yerr dlads,
And awvay te tho àtJay-pole hie;

For ever>' fair lias a swect-heart thoro,
And tho iiddier standing by.'

Tire May pole dance flourishoed for miany a long
year af ter tlie Restorfttion, nnd mian>' a gay « littFe
Alice ' Sang:

To-niorrow 'iII Lo o! aIl tiho year thre ni.tdcst,
merricet day,

For l'ir te Lie Qucoar e' the May, niother, Plu to ho
Qucon o' tho May;

tlioughI %ve trust none Iivcd to lament the day sa
piteously as Tennyson's 1 little Alice ' did.

'List Iay we made a crown ote flowers: woe had a
nierry day -

flenoa.l tire hawthorn on the green the>' nndo nie
Quea of May ;

And woa danced about the May-pole and ia the hazel
copse,

Till Charlcs'a WVain canto out abovo the Lall white
ciiimney-tops.'

But Limes and customs change. Tire May-pole
in England is practical>' a thing o! the past.,
thoughi it is still tire practice-also a warrirr one
-in mnan>' parts o! thie country Le dock tire horses
on May day with riblions and rosettes.

AIne, làowv the roses fade 1 But they beave tae
perfumed remnembrance of tire sweetness of a Lime.

It je a sweot and tender warning-tbat o!
Longfellow's a

'Maidon that road'îrî this simple rhynie
Enjoy tby youtl%-it -,ill net stay;

Enjoy tho fragranrceocf thy primo,
For, oh 1 it is not alirays blay.'

-Tios. Swrpr.

AJ.L mon have run tho race c! life,
But what have Ai mn wvonï

MosL havr. gained nothing b>' the sLrife,-
bloeLmon have nothing donc.

But thonc who still ini nirn'ry bira
Are c'heritshcd for their worlce;

Thora je ne gond that mnan can give,
B3ut in which labor lurks.

Mau.is e nt mado t»' face or bands,
Or mnuscles grcaL te lift,

Nor ie ho ruade b>' wcaîth or !.ride
<led'e spirit is tho grft. Gea

Mily. 2W.


