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" To the Editor of the Record.

My Dgan Sia,—Cordially participating s I do
in the deep feeling of nnxiety expressed by somo of
the brethren, whase opinions arcrclxllml((;dl :)o[::::;l;
respe ming the weues of the dehbe
of m:'.’;;r';:::hingxs.\‘npd——dccply impressed wath
= sense of the vital importance of the matters to
come before our annual council, and that what iuy
be done upon them muy: closcly bear on the future
;oterests of our church, and of the Redeemers
kingdom—and fully coinciding with the views pre.
sented in some fate numbers of the Record on the

ramount importance and great necessity of an
meml! revival of our Church—let me beg forsome
room in your columns, in order to fullow up, by
some hiats, the objects of thesc late papers which 1
refer to, and for which I would eamnestly claim not
only the attentive perusal, but the prayerful con.

sideration of all the brethren.*

Many have becn the schemes devised at our
various assemblics sinco the begmning of what may
o called the new era of our church, and our start-
jng on our new course in the year 1844,

ut it must, with deep humiliation, be confessed
that thero is wanting that amount of internal
spiritual Jife absolutely necessary to carry all these
‘liberal plans into vigorous cffective operation.—
Much of the machinery is well constructed 3 but
there is wanting the living power of that great
epirit who presidcs over the Church of Christ, and
whose divine energy 18 necded to set and keep all
the wheels in night and effective motion 3 in hiving
play and healthful operation. Insimple words—an
snternal Revival of our Church ss urgently needed.

We are in a weak because as yet only in a
trensition state. Many are the difheultics which

-wre feel in carrying out our plans. For cxample:

The scheme of a common fund for the sustenta.
tion of our Minizters, or some substitute for it, re.
quires immediate decision, and, perhaps, cluims the

of all other matters ; because it con.

sints, with my kuowledge, that inany of our bre.

thren have, for want of some uniform mcthod of

provision ou this head, been reduced to 1he most

i ing circumstances, and focl themselves par-

both in their minisictial efforts, and in all

their at to advance the general operations of

the church. For while Ministers are kept in the

tmost peinfal anxiety about the weans of the support

of themaclves and familics, and about meeting their

peccssary cugagements, how can it be

that either they or Presbyterics, who are

beund first of all to care for a competent provision

for their Ministers, can have any heart in devoting

thems lves to the other most important, but still
mere remote objects of the church.

Te retam to the subject of Revivals. Is thete
ot much need for the appeal, ¢ Oh, Lord, revive
thy works” ; Oh, Lord, by whom shall Jacob arise,
for he issmall”!  Let but God open the windows
of Heaven, and pour out the influences of the spirit
upon ministers, office-hearers, and members of our
church, and then should we sce many of our diffi.
culties vanish, and many new and unexpected

ends coming scasonably to our help.

T would now venture o throw out a few sigges.

tioms on the practical measures which the Synod

]

t
*1.- It is true that Revivals are somctimes con.
mected with the use of meaus of the humblest and
mmplest kind. A Revival of a congregation has
beem known to come in answer to the ferveat
prayers of one siugle humble individual. " But God
loves te bo honoured by the solemn assemblics of

-Sois rnemistess amd people s and itis a principle of God's | of th

- governmont, that we transact with the most Hi
vmummmmapwﬂ
11 we have sinned, or need blessings in our indivi.
dual capacity, is is §it that we should confess and
fhasens ‘.‘~. 'hm' : p::nl‘he ilt
- copacky 3 we iar ’
poculs hlt-'l'utchmhwui‘;:n,
Presbyterian Church of Canada,”
of W, 1848, Alo articles on the
Revival of tho Church, in the Recerds of Decem-
Soor; 1848, snd of February, 1847 ; and article on

-
-

.

# Maisterial Concert for Prayer,” December, 1847,

what more suitable than that we appear before God
in the sume attitude und character!  Seripture
history a3 full of precedents of glorous results con-

teries ut their meetings going by rotation over all
the congregations—huving suituble disconrses bear-
ing on the revival and quickemnge to grenter zeal in
IS

nected with sct days and solemn blics, fixed
by the church, for fusting, humilintion and prayer.
Wituess the memornble trunsactions of this kind in
the times of kangs Hegehialy, Jehiosuphat, of Ezea,
Nchemiah, e And, in recent times, let us re.
member the wonderful and blessed results connect.
ed with the spiritual exercises and humiliations of
ecelesiustical Ulies.  Witnuss the remarkable
quickening of souls in the General Assembly of the
Church of Scotland, in 15963 and remaskable
effects of a- Revival Sermon, by John Davidson,
Moderator ; the wonderfud Revival in the memoru-
ble Asscmbly of 1638 ; and the never to be forgor-
ten Convocation of 1812!  Is it net, then, worthy
of the serious consideration of the brethren whether,
before entering on the formal business of the en-
ensuing Synod, it would not be well to get apurt - a
whole day for humiliation, review, prayer, brotherly
conference— d with appropri i scs

§! iate d

und uddresses—one of the discourses to be fuller
tl.mnl ;he rest—and to open up the subject of Re-
viva

. 2. I observe that our well-known and valued
friend, the Rev. Mr. Arnott, of Glasgow, in his
Lecture—forming one of the series of the Revival
Lectures, delivered in Glasgow in 1830—brings
very promiuncntly and pointedly into view the great
injury ijuflicted on the interests of christianity by
the manner, tone and spirit in which Church
Courts but too often conduct their business. Now,
this is a sin for which our church inust take its full
share of sclf-application ; and as it tends to tum
our mectings—designed for our mutual justruction,
refreshmient of spirit, and increase of brotherly love
and union—into sced-plots of sccret i€ ot open
alienations of hean, it is scarcely possible to direct
our cfforts too much to its removal.  ‘The thing that
hias a great tendency to cure it, is to have a much
larger portion of our time given to devotional exer-
ciscs—and to have our business managed as much
as pessible by calm, affectionute, brotherly con-
ference superseding, as far ax the nature of subjects
can adiit, sct debatex 3 and, above all, the bring:
ing subjects to formal votes and divisions. True,
there have been mnore’ devotional and conference
mectings of late years than formerly ; but, accord-
ing to the cmphatic style of expression of Dr.
Chalmers, “ the gecular” is still allowed ¢ to over-
shadow the spiritual.” The secular, or outward
part of our business, ought ulways to be subordinate
in our solemn assemblics to this three-fold end—
the Kevival of each other—the Revival of God's
people—and the conversion of sinucrs in the places
where our micctings are held. ‘FThen, what not a
fittle increases want of christian calmuess and
brotherly kinducss, is the great impatience of
brethren toget home.  True, their flocks and fam-
ilies deservedly claim a large share of their hearts;
but the getting a day or even a Sabbath sooner
home, is but a poor and sorry compensation indeed
for the lose of the objects which ought cver to be
the aim of the assemblies of tho church, tho re-
ceiving ourselves, and the imparting instrumentally
to others more of the impress of God and Heaven,
and the things of our cternal peace. Nor am
speaking of things fit only for Heaven and not for
earth; for it is matler of fact that some of the
assemblies of the Free Church have been felt and
described 1o be of the nature not of mere cold and
formal business, as formerly, but of the nature of
«'means of grace” and spiritual refreshment. On
this subject I may just add, that from the nature
o questions 1o ceme before the next Synod, the
more of brotherly comfercuce and of devotional
meetingx, the better and happier results may be

expected.

3. It might be well for the Synod 1o recommend
to the camest attention of Presbyteries to keep
prominently before them the state of religion in the
several tions ; {0 receive reports from the
Ministers over them on thie all important subject.
‘These reports would furnish suitable matetials for

conferences the brethren at the meetings of
Presbytery. Without superseding motre formal
visitations of terves, where circumstances re-

quire them, much good might be doae by Presby-

of love, and on the uwakenmg of tormal
profussors, and the conversion of sinners to God.
Occasion should alea be taken at these weetings
uot only for conferences among the brethren, but
also with the office-beuters und memhers ¢f tho
church.  This plan bas been proposed s the Pres.
bytery of Kingston, und, to some extent, bezun to
be followed out 3 but very inadequately to the ob.
jects i view. In order to do any justice to
these, it is obvious thut brethren must come pre-
prepared to spead a few calm duys upon them, and
must bring theh minds up to them, and throw in
their hiearts and affections to them, as worthy of
their regard, and as involving substantisl blessings
to bo in faith expected from them.  ‘I'lie sugges.
tions on conccerts for prayer for the Revival of the
church among the ministers—nlready referred to,
and contained in tho December number of tho
Record—are worthy of the Synod’s attention.—
Presbyteries should also give in their.reports of the
state of religion to the Syned Clerk somnetime before
the meeting of Synod each year; and un annual
‘committee might be appointed to frame from these
reports, a report af the state of rehigion, embedying
their substance ; or by some other method, mate-
rials might be furiished for the conferences at Sy-
nod on the state of religion throughout the church.
<. Should these hints mect the views and feels
ings of the brethiren, it would ie tmost desirable that
some of the. ministers und office-bearers of our
church, ncar the place of mecting of the Synod fust
coming on, ehould form themsclves into a Commits
tee 10 digest a plun of operations—assigning to
particular persons definite subjects for discousse,
addresscs, or other cxercises, 50 thut we may have
our minds prepared at the Synod for following out
the conference meetings. ‘The comniittee’s doings
would, of course, be subject to the approbation of
the Synod, before being put in operation. It is
mauifest that it would vastly increase the interest
and utility of all our spiritual work at the Synod,.
were there before each Synod some definite undes-
standing on the apportionment of jt.. Indeed, it
would be of great benefit were some special sub-. .
Jects cvery year assigned, and the Synod to sit a
fcw dayslonger.  In conclusion let e add, that
none is more unworthy than myself to take any
leading part in the Lord’s spiritual work. Let the
scnse of the wretched leanuess of my own soul ac-
count for my standing 80 prominently forward on
the sabject of Revival.
Yours sincercly. G.

—_———
LATIN QUOTATIONS.

A respectable office-bearer in the Iresbyterian
Church called upon us the other day, and, after
speaking of the Record and its prospects, and giv-
ing cxpression to his own fuvourable views of our
of our humble labours, told us frankly, that he d&id
not like thene outlandish words in which someo
writers indulge, and some of which we had intro-

I | ducedintothe Record ; particulansing, at the same

time, “ ipsissima verda,” and * perfervidum inge-
nium Scotorum,” as some of them, that had cest
him some trouble, without having arrived at their
meaning. He said that he and his wif¢, after
fruitless attempts to discover their signification, had
come to the conclusion that if those quolations con-
tained good sentiments, they should be opened up

to the illiterate—if not good, they should not bo

there—and if printed for the leanued, it would only
be right and fair to give the translation for the
benefit of the unleaned. We stand reproved, and
shall be carefal not again, in the like case, to
offend; and hereby request sl comespondents
cither to give their articles in plain Eoglish, or %
accompany quatations in other languages with a
faithfal version.  Qur desire is to communicate the
truth in the plainest and most intelligitle manner.



