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110 WIIO ARE IIERLTICS?

mnany novel realities ia ail Ibis, that wc have no power to at-
ternpt a description. But let the fact be rcmcmbered, let it nev-
er be forgotten, that Jesus Christ the son of God wvas accounted
and treated by the nation of the.Jews as an impostor, usurper,
and heretie.

Not intending and therefore flot atternpting to enumerate the
many hundreds of christian heretics that arose shortly after the
crucifixion of their great Leader, we shall specify only one-a
notable one-the apostie Paul. But who is Paul?7 and what is
his history? 7A chiaracter so conspicuous should have a suita-
bic introduction, and Lherefore we shial bring the apostie. into
notice somnewhiat in accordance with. bis rank.

1 ~ The apostie Paul was by birth a Jew. H-is fathers were the sons
of Abrahamn. Nor was he Jew simply by natural descent ; for
not only wacs lie a son of Abraham in having a nature and *feelings
Common to bis brétbren, but his disposition, early education, and
general interests indticed views and motives which were pecu-
liarly adapted to qualify himi to advocate and propagate the i'eli-

4 , ~gion ofhis fathers. Ifhle was an Israelite by birth,hle was doubly
so by reason of bis training and religious prejudices.

XVhie yet a youtb lie studied in the school of Doctor Gamaliel,
who was a distinguishied literary Professor , and ani honorable
member of the Jewish Council. Possessed of talents, and great

natural activity,.he inade unusual proficiency under his instructor,
being more profoundly versed in ail the questions and customns of
the Jews, together xvith a deep kinowiedge of how they should be
enforced, than any of bis age.

About this time bis talents, cnergy, and national prejudices
were in great demaad. A new ordor of hiereties arising among
the Jews, this people, sozealous for everytbing they had receiv-
cd fromn Abraham and Aloses, detern-incd to queaeh. the spirit of
this new heresv, and stop the moutlis of ail its adherents.-
Paul therefore ini this emnergeacy -%;as an able instrument, and
the more so because of biis sincere attacbment to the law, and bis
spintaneous desire to engage in its support. Very soon he is
found withi more thon a nissionary spirit and with ample author-

.4? ity froin the heads of the nation searchin, for christian hereties,
forcing thein to Jewishi justice, or securing themn in prison for a
day of trial; and e-tcasometi mes dispeas ing with the appearance
of justice, and i nfiicting the penalty of the law him-self.

But tbc persecutin, Jew becornes the christian apostie, and is
raakied a-tmg-tiose that lie formerly l-ac.Bebold the change!
fromi being_ a persecutor lie is now prisc'ctd ; for hoe is also a
lieretic, ! ýBut stili bis constancy. bis zcaI. is firmness of cbarac-
ter, biis fea-rless spirit, bis extensive plans-.bis conscientious ener-

gy and acLivity are unaltered and uatr Hk is energies-are


