&I -

B B - a3

ENLARGED SERIES.—Vor X.]

(No. 3.

fHE WOMAN AT THE
WELL,

ANCIENT Shechem, render-
d famcus in Old Testament
bstory by a variety of desply
ioterestine circumstances is in
the 4:h chapter of the G spal
by St. Juhn known as S, char.
¢This name seems to have
been & nickname, perhsps from
teker, ‘falsshood,” spoken of
idols in Hab. ii. 18; or from
shikkar,‘drunkard, in a'lusion
toIs, xxviit. 1.7 —such as the
Jews were fond of imposing
upon places they disuked;
snd notbing c-uld exceed the
eomi*ywhich exiswd be:ween
then and the Samaritans, who
possessed Shechem. S.eph n,
howevur,inbis bistorical retro-
epect, usel the preper and
sncient nan.e.—Acts vii. 16.

“Nct long after the tunes
of the New Testament, the
piaca received the name of
Neapolis, wh ch it stid retains
in the Arabic form, Naiblusg
being oze of the very few
names in FPalestine which
bave survived to the present
dsy. X¢ had probably siff r-
ed much, if it was not com-
pletely dectroyed, in the war
with the Romanps, and would
seem tn have been rebuilt by
Vespasian, and then to have
tsken this new name ; for the
cding of the city (of which
there are many) all bear the
inscription, Flavia Nespolis,

JESUS AND THE WOMAN OF SAMARIA.

the formor epithet, no deubt, derived’from | probable a church hai been gathered here by

Flavius Vespasian,

the apostle. Jastin Martyr was a native of

“There had already been converts to the | Neapolis, The nam3 ¢f Gsrmanus,,Bishop
Christian faith, under our Saviour, and it is } of Neapolis, occurs in A.D, 314, and other

bishops coatinue to by men-
tisned downto A D 533, when
the bishyp, J.hn, s el his
name &% thy € 0ol of Jorasa-
lom."—K T

Thoe M.slems, the Crusa-
ders, and the Siracens have
each, in turn, been its mas‘era,
It was fiaally taken from the
Christiaus in A.D. 1242, by
Atu Ali, and has remaiaed in
M>slem hands ever sioce.

“There i3 no reason to
q1estion that the present town
occn, ies the eite of the ancient
Shechem, The tawn itself is
long and narrow, cxtendiog
along the N E basa of Miunt
Ger.zim, and partly resting on
its dzclivity. Thastreats ara
narrow, the hoases high, and,
ia general, well builr, all of
stone, with Jomes upon the
ro.fs, as at Jerusalem. The
populati>n of the plice i3
est mated by Dr Oan, at & 000
or 10 009, of whow 500 or 600
sra Cunstians of the Greek
communion, and the rest M ss-
lems, wi.h the ex.eptlon of
about 150 Samaritaas, and
one-third that number of
Jows.”

In the Gospel by Joho,
we have one of the most 1n-
teresting of tho New Testa-
mopt Darratives. * And he
must nesds go through Sam-
aria, Then cometh he to the
city of Samaria, which is called

~ Syobar, near the parcel of
ground Jacob gave to his son J.seph,
Now, Jacob's well wasthere. ® ® ¢ There
come:h a women of Samaris to draw water,
Jesus saith unto her, Give me to drink,”



