
230 On the Divine Jafanifestations.

the law of this mediatorial dispensation, it is very ovident from
the story, he had first despised or corrupted. His departure to,
the land of Nod, wvas a virtual, if not a malignant, rejection of
the rituat which had been given to his faiher. In other wvords,
he denied the doctrine, and disowned his allegiance te the
authority, o>f the Mediator. .After Abel's murder, and Cain's
apostacy, Seth becomes his father's official heir. From him pro-
ceeds a race of offic-iai men, knewn in the history as the sons of
God. These sons of God, in process of time, so far Jose their
integrity as to rnarry the daughters of men, or the daughters ot
Cain. The resuit %was offlcialdinfidelity, and most l amentable de-
generacy. At last Noah stands âlone as officia lly rightentis;
and Jehovah, entering into covenant with him, brings the flood
upon the earth. Tite crime of tie antediluivian agte appears, then,
te have been the rejection-of tae ïMediator-it was INFIDELITY.

*W e * *

But mankind corrupted their way a second time before the
Lord. * * They did net deny, but they cor-rupfed, the media-
tonial institute. They ckanged the g!oiry of the incorruptible Goci
into an image made like unto corruptible man. They did not
sink int sheer infidelity, but they declined into idolatry. And
it ivas in order to counteract this state of things, or te pre-
serve the knowledge of God as revealed in the Mediator, that Je-
hovah entered upon that new and peculiar course of legislation,
which isi called, in the seriptures, the inysler-y of his ivill ; and
which commenced with the cail of AbralhamJ from the midst of bis
idolatrous family. To carry out this general benevolirat purpnsc,
bis descendants were first elected, as the Gentilesivere afterwards.
It is in this very connection that Moses receives bis commission.
He wvas sent to bring the children of Abraham f rom Egvpt, and
to, conduet them te their officiai station ini tho land of Canaan, as
the eleci of the Lord. 0f course the specific object for whieli
MVoses ivas consecrated, and for which the nation was chosen,
%vas te proclaim the knowleâge of the true God, in opposition te
poIytheisin. 19The lawv was added because Of CORRUPTIONS. " Gai.
ii. 19.

There is flot the Ieast indistinctness in the conclusion ve
have reached. Mloses neyer ]oses sîght of his object, but inost
solemnly and empbatically charges the people respecting it
"H1-ere, 0 Israel, JEHovAii, our ELoHiii, is O-,tJSE iv i'
(Duet. vi. 4.) In this connexion ther., wve inust consider and ex-
plçtin the term, afier whose scripturai import wve are enquiring.y

Observe, Moses says-ouR Elohirn! 1 Vere thiere any,
oTii,!R Elioht)i ? Yes .many, very many. The gods of thc
lifeathc'n, -wbic'h were innumerabte, were called .Elohin:-" al
thie JiUohiim of the nations," says the psaltnist, «" are idols."--
And this is the contrast wvhi'rh Moses %vould present ;-"Jeho-
vab, ouR Elohim is oNE, Jehovab, or Go:te.ioino h
nations are 2iANY.


