
sayigng, "4 It is the Lord, Jet lîjîn do what seemieth hini good 1 was durnib,
I opened flot îny xnouth, for thou did.4 it,"-an)d confcssing, the riglitcousncess
of' ail his proueedure, -1We knlowv, 0 Lord, that thy judgnrents arc right, and
duat thou hast in faithifulncs,ýs aîfflicted us."

The cireunistances of the Church for sonie time render the disp)ensa ion m-are
sti iking and iînpr -(s!ive. Flor somec înonths ail God's dcailings wviîh us h,'ive
becti ,uch <4s consýtantly to draw fbrth fronm u6 the exclamation, "The Lord hath
donc great things for us whercof we are gl;id." M'ho could faiu to rnaik the
hand of God and bis great rnercy in thoe manner, in whichi the Union %%.as
broughit aboit-who bas forgotten the joyous Scenes of the 41hî Oetober last,
ai day ever illnorable in the history of the Chur-ch in this land. Since that
tinie the Churcli secrus to have been floating onw'ard upon a fuli tide of joy
and prosperity. E 'ery difficulty ive foared seerned to vanisli out of sight, and
the Lord serned to sniilo upon ail our undertakings, and to ble.ss uis in ail the
wvork of our hands. The Synod bas corne round, not without furebodings in
the anticipation, but flot only have ail 1 >cbi fcars been dissipated, every fondcst
hope has been realized. Not only did harinony and pence mark our proeeed-
intgs, but there wvas the utnîost unanïrnity of sentimnent, cordiality of feeingy and
abundant joy. Even iii the discussion oï matters involviing persor'al interests
and likcly to excite personial feeling ail ivas forbearance, muitual confidence and
brotherly love. AIl the sehemes of the Churcb prospercd. Our cup truly
ran over. "lWe vicre like thcm that dream. 'Then were our mouths filled with
laughter and our tongue witli melody."

But in the arrangemients of God's Providence it often happons, both in the
experierice of Clînrcbes and individual Christians, that seasons of hizhest en-
joyinent are fullowcd by peculiar trials. It was irnmediatel'y afrer our Saviour'8
Baptisîn, and those :îeenes of glory, by whieh on that occazion God gave testi-
mony to bis person dnd work, that ho iias led up iîîto the wildcrnes., to be
teuwptcd of the flevil. And bis servants generally înay say,

We niay expeet sorne danger nighl,
When we possess delight.

The reason of this arrangement rnay be, that God foreseeiing, the trial lias sent
such scories of joy to strengthen our hcarts in vicw of thei, as Elij.,Ill ns fed
withi the food prepared by the ange] for bis journey throu!ih the wuldcrness,
so that lie vient in the strength of that food for!y days and' forty niglits. Or
more frcquently as Paul aller beingy caught up into the third heavens, and
hcaring words vihicli it is not lawfùl for nain to utter, had givon hlmi a thorn
in the fiesh, a rnessenger of Satan to buffet huîin, lest lie should bcecxalted above
measure with the abundance of bis revelations; s0 severe rriais fiW]ow bard
upon our cnijoynients, lest our hearts should be upliftcd, and that vie iav learn'
bow nccessary it is that such ceatures as vie sbould be --clothed with fiumihi-
ty."l Chiurches cannot any more than individuals bear uninterrupted prosperity.
lIn the present state ofhurnan nature, it is apt to beget self confidence; and,
(strangcst pectiliarity of man in his fallen state,) that is the very soason when
lie is r.îo5tt apt to forget the author of' ail bis nercies, and affliction is the Ineans
wiic God finds necessary to employ to bring him to, a proper sensQe of bis de.
pendence. In such cases the Churcb's experienee is like that of David, who
says, - In may prosperity 1 said I shall neyer ho moved,"l but Who was soon
taught by the divine dispensations, vibence came ail bis favours, and how
spedily they might be ieuioved. IlLord by t/iy favour t/iou hast made my
moountain to stand strongI thou didst bide thy face and I was troubled."1

Each of the bodies of vihicli our Cburch is composed. have been highly ho.
nored of their master above aIl the Churches of mi- ian']d ;n~ 1 ". r.-
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