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THE -PRESBYTEBIÂN CIIURCH OF TYE IOWER PFtCV1NCESI

NEW YEAR HOMILY.
Who are all of us lierea live this day."

])cut. V. 3.
Another year lias revolved. and thiese

Nvords of Moses ny lie adoptcd liy reader
and irriter, and should suc gest suhjccts of
profitable refiection, as we enter upoin the
respo si hili tics aud the earc3 cf a new ycar.

Mauv arc not alive this day. These words
w-erc spoîken to the gcucration of lsrael, who
were ant to enter Canaaa. But à Nybolc
geucratin ladl heca swept away since thc
covenant liad liccu inde in Hlorebi. Withi
tivo remiarkabi)e exceptions, al] wlio werc of
age whcen they camec ont of Egypt, perislied
lu the Niidierncs.s-; and thie use of the words
l'y Xoses rccalic(1 to iuid thc large number,
wlio liad gone thc wvay of ail fiesli. So the
words s1uýgcst to us the thouglit of Others,
wliio are not :dive. Maily wlio even at tic lie.
g-inaing, of this ycar wcrc net ouly alive but
lu tlicir fuîl strencthi are uow laid low. Tu a
tliousand ways dcatli lias corne and from
evcry land, froin evcry biamier, froin cverv
hli and cvcry valley, lias beecr claiming bis
victirns. And wbat a solexn change lias
passed over theas ! WViti tlie rigliteous al
imperfections hiave been removed and they
stand. la the presence o? God, holy as lie is
lioly. With the wicked. ail thecir fair ap-
peairances arc stripped froin them, and tbey
appeaqr lu thecir naked deformity,as the chuld-
)-ci O? thc wlcked one. Oflioth the cliarac-
ter and state are nowfixed. "IlIe that is un-
jtist, lot hlm bic unjust stili; and hoe *which
is filthy, let hlm bce filtliy stili; and lie that
le rlgliteous, let lis lie rigliteous stili ; aud
lie thatis holy, let himbeioiy still.", Their

happiness or miser, also is complote. And
iu one or other of thcese conditions are ail
-%vlo have (lied. Thcey arce ither lu lîeav%'
--or lu liell-and will bc there forever.
.An lhow is it henthat we are alive? Bless

thc Lord, 0 my soul for this, as for ail the
o ther benefits thon art receiving nt bis baud.

Il1If upholdctli ail things by the word of his
p ower." Uie is the Ilpreserver ofnîein." It
is bY lis powver that our bodies perfoira, their
various functions ; andI wlicn wve corisidler
how copiplicateîl is our corporeal structure~
of lîow rnany parts it cousists, ecd so coin-
plex and subjcct to so many derangemeuts ;
and liow rnuny processes arc going on la it
and muist coutinue to go on, lu order to the
preservation of life, we ay wcll say
with the Psalmist. Il O blcss our Cod, ye
people, andi mal,-- the praise of bis in'eto
be licard, whîicli loldctli our soul la life, and
suilereth not our feet to be rnovcd."

WVe arc too apt to ackniowlcdgre God's
li]and lu Our preservation ouly lu case of ac-
cident, or wlien we experience deliverance
froin some impending danger. But every
moment of case and of peacc-yea cran Aec
fiîct that ive are alive, is an evideuceof God's,
care, andi should lcad us in gratitude to say, .
Il Vbat shail wve render unto thee, O thou.
prescrver of men." Jicader, do you ae-
knowlcdge the liand of God la the fact tJiat-
yon are alive thus day. Wlien we consider
the nuimerous accidents to which ive are ex7
poscd-hy wvhat simple meana life maýy bQ
dcstroyed-and how every. day wve are ex-
posed to such accidets-we maywonder at
Our preservaton, rather than at tic removal
of our fcllow men by the avents of G.d's.


