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by a terni equal to the original sert-
tence; a second attempt called for a
further terni equai in duration to the
two tel ms preceding, flot to run concur-
rently; a third attempt condemned the
cuiprit to a life terni. Thus, a criminal
wvho had been sentenced for five years
and who tried to escape, had his sen-
tence made ten years ; if hie tried again
it becamne twenty. It %vas the niost
trying tinie for the civil autliority in the
history of the country. An obscure
rascal who had been sentenced for ten
years for trying to mnake sonie silver
coins that would yield himi a proflýt of
40 per cent. over the value as silver (and
suc h profit %vas by statute enjoyed by
the Government) endeavoured twice to
escape, and got forty years for it. Try-
ing again, lie got a life-sentence ; but
being callous to the feelings of others
hie tried once more, and actually 2s-
caped, and broughlt mnucli trouble to
the Governnient. One niienîber wanted
to give hini a second life-sentence, to
run concurrently wvith the irst IWke-
sentence. Another honourable men-
ber said such a motion was d-d
nonsense. Others joining in on botlî
sides, the session broke up withi Ian-
g-ua«e for NN'hichi there is no, English
equivalent that could be put in type
w'ithout risk of mielting the nietal. Jail-
breakingr continuing, accoîiipanied by
increasing rigour on thie p)art of the
authorities, the Church took the niatter
upý, insisting on better treatinent to
p ris oners as the way to lessen jail-
breaking. I. was dcclared that tlîis

stelp %vas necessary, else the nation
wvould ail lapse inito barbarisni. Be-
sidcs, if there were nio otiier reason, thie
Clîurch wvould lose the support of the
lower classes if it failed to protest. As
the support of the Clcrgy, %vas necessary
to the Governmiient, themýinisters yielded
and granted better treatnient to pris-
oners, with rewards for good behaviour
and long and regular attendance. To
relieve and abate vaglranicy, they also,
enacted that bcggars could be jailed on
the evidence of atny citizen. Then a
strange thing happened. Tales of the
substaîitial living enjoyed b)y those ini
jail reaclîing those outside, large bodies
of mii, wonien anîd chiildren %vent

before the miagistrate, and charged
themselves with havinig begged on the
street ; there was no alternative but to,
incarcerate thern. The jails son re-
qiùired large additions, wliich miade
workc enough to tenir arily afford re-
lief; but the pressure ue.-canie so great
that the authorities passed atiother
enactmnent that nio niore vagrants would
be admitted, the qualification being
raised to assault, stealing and bouse-
breaking, old and tried hands being
given the preference.

This bill having been rushed through
with sonie informality, the question of
validity wvas raisud, and one of the
Judges of thîe Suprexîîe Court gave it as
Iiis private opinion that the law was
Tfira vires : ts the people in trouble
took to be as valuable an opinion as if
given in court, anîd, as it coincided witli
their owvn, they deferiiîied to act on it.
Assembled en mnasse, the), passed a
resolution I'that the law had always

genthen tlie right to go to jail for
vagrancy, that thîe recently enacted lawv
was irregular, and tlîat 'tie raisiîîg of
thîe qualification was an unjust dis-
crimîinationî ini favour. of a privileged
class." 'llie contention grew to a
tumult; large delegations ofpoor people
waited on the jailers and deîîîanded
admittaiîc--; the authoritics read the
Riot Act; the people replied by read-
ing the clause of thie constitution re-
lating to liberty anid equal rights under
thîe la'w. As the authorities 1would îîot
yield, the people pressed on to the jail,
deterrnined that tlieyslîould seek redress
byconstitutional nîetlîods only, while the
authorities gathered troops and mîuni-
tions of war, to be l)rel)ared for the
wOrst. Country people joined thîe
throng, ivitli varying purpose. Sonie
f.arnirs said it was 1a shaine that the
autliorities should lose the chance cf
buildinîg up the jail into, the largest
concerîî in the counîtry, and thus ini-
crease the homie mîarket. Others said :
"Let tlîeîî alone; if they conie to
blows tlîere will be a greater dernand
for our products thaiî all the jails iin the
country could secure."

WVhen the excitemnent wvas at its; heigbt
the people thronged to the jail doors,
and the crush of tlîose cii thîe out-


