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which cannot possibly ho bathed as other parts are, by the
nutritive fluid. \Vhat is this atmnospheric air ?-this component
lluid whichi ail animais miust breathie, but which to, inscts appears
to ho pre-eninently Il the brcath of life." Docs it contain some-
thing more thian oxygen, carbonie acid and nitro-en ? Is there
not amimonia, and thuat wonderful substance ozone ? And is it
not the carrier of that stili more wondlerful somethiug, whiehw
eall electricity ? It mnay yet appear, as science ýadvances, that iii
our respiration, there is soiinetliing more effected than the more
interchango of oxygen and carbonie acid, witlî one or two sub-
ordinate resuits; and that the ;character of the air ive breathe,
and the air ive live in, is a question of' no meani importance to
individuals and to cx)iuunities. Not only do wve, like ail other
terrestrial boings, draw this atmnospheric air within our bodies,
during tho process of respiration, but, like, a great 00 an, it
encomupasses us about on every side. And like that deep and
dark blue ocean of waters, whose restiess vicissitude of stormi and
callai, is changing our land marks, and modifying our climates
se this gent ocean of air, carrnes in its bosomi the saine ivonder-
ous law of mutation. For, the eiectrical changes ivhich are
constantly taking place in its uppor strata, producing sometimes
very sudden hygronietric and thermiuonetric changes in the lower
regions, mnust and do affiect the conditions of animal hcaith, te
a vcry great extent. The cifeet produccd by pIîysicaj alterations
in the atinospiiore upon the nervous systomn of animais, and the
peculiar influence of at.mospheric air upon the bodies of animais
(especialiy upon man) externiiy, when freoly exposcd to its
action, have not, ive think, liad that attention froin the scientifie
mon that the subject deserves.

I imust not, liowever, go further witl tlîis subjeet, but wil
conclude by quoting the cloquent language of Dr. Williims;
which langugage ho aiso puts into the formi of interrogation.
CwThat can ho the mecaning of thiese incomparable pneuniatic

plexuses, wIliclh embrace iinmediateiy the very ultimiate clements
of the solid organs of the body ?-thiose minute microscopie air-
tubes, %'hicli carry oxygen in its gascous forin, unfluidified by
any intervening liquid, to the very scats of the flxedi solids
which constitute the fa~bric of the organismi The intense
electrical and clinical effeets, deveuoped by the iînmcidiate
prcsmnce of oxygen nt the actual scone cf ail the nutritive
operations of the body, fluid zind solid, give to flie inseet its vivid

428 [Dec.


