
ui worthy of gr'.ator benolits. Is not Saint Anne a
striking proof t' tliis assortion ? IIad ieho been heard
soonor, sie might peLrapb not have boconie the mother
of tho Virgin holy among al[ other-, because the
proper dogree of perfection miglt have been wanting
in her. l<or, indoed, huw great w as the pei fection
and dignity of Mary, at tho vory moment wien f1ho
was c.·ated 1 Mary know hersolf, and nono of the
heave ily spirits surpabsed ber in the knowledge of
God aid I1is vorks ; all the Doctors of the Church
ngree on this point. Sho therefore clearly behold the
Zoul of her mothoÀ, and held with it the most frequent
an i intimato relations ; inasmuch as her captivity
alluned of it, sie porformed towards ber mother tho
duties of the mo.t povfect filial piety. Was it not
ominently befittirig that shie should perccio in ier
nothing that might badden lier, alter tho fullncss of lier
respect,or diminish her veneration ? On the other hand,
would not Saiut Anne have died ofeonfusion and regret,
if shie had had the least reprocli to address herself,
if uhe had seen herself condemned to bear unworthily
the Queen of heaven and earth, Io recognise in herself
even unwillingly a cause of sorrow for ber Immacu-
late Daughter.

So tiat, not only may we conjecture, but we must
hold for certain, that Anne, as soon as she became a
mother, had overpassed the limits attained by all
other Saints of her sex : Procul et de ultimis ftnibus
prctiunt ejus " Far, and from the uttermost coasts is
the price ofiher," (1)

She had bid an eternal farewell to the slightest
imperfections, inevituble ti souls less humble than
she, less vigilant, less genurous ; no cluud coulI honeo-
forth trouble the serenity of her beautiful soul, nor
tarnish the puiity of her leart ; she bad received the
gift Of confirmation in grace ad of the reign of justice.

(1) Proverbs, XXXI


