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Vr-on I1'iji I sailed for Queensîard, Australia, passing eli
route New Caledonia, known as a Frenchi penal colony and for
its large deposits of nickel.

In Australia, the land of sunshine and drought, of gold
and sliep, of eticalypIti and rabhits, of kangaroos and emu,
of possilxlities and development, of inverted nature, the
astronorner finds a transparent sky. In the land of the Maori-
New Zealand-across tlhe ever-r-estless'1 tsimani Sea, the elemient
fromn the antarctie and tropics struggle wvith each other for
supremiacy to the detriient of the star-gazer.

i-I itherto the b)asal longitude for I)oth Australia and New
Zea-.land had been Ibroughtlt eastward froni Greenwich the inter-
national zero mieridian, via Madras and Signapore, so that
joininig that circuit at Sydney to the one across the Pacifie coin-
pleted the first astronomnic girdie of the world, and furthcr-
more showed liov well the astronoiner could proceed stel> by
stelp, ever detrming his distance from Greenwich, until lie met
his fellow astrononler (at Sydney) coming fromn the opposite
direction, and question lus position on the earth. 'Fle supremie
moment bad arrived. Is the cast longitude of the one the
complement of the west longitude of the other ? I)oes the
girdie they have made lit, or is it too smiall or too large?
'Vhousands and thousands of miles of cable and land lines had
been used to transmit the pulsations of the dlocks, many links
liad been forgecl to conuplete the chain, nuany hundreds of stars
had beeii caled from heaven to record thecir constancy, and skil-
fully the astrononier hiad wvelded tlie %vhiole into one structure.

But no wvork of man is perfect, eternal vigilance is the
price of precisioii. WVhen the longitude broughit from) the west:
closed at Sydncy ývith thit, froii the east, the discrcuancy w-as
about a tenth of a second of tinie ; the two astronomr a

started in olpoSite directions around the earth to, meet eacli
other, travelling across seas and continents, and finally found
their respective trysting places within the saine area not larger
than an ordinary towni lot. May we say, this was a mneasure
of the quality of their work ? "Flie world ivas girdled astrono-
mlically.
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