B. C. MININ CRITIC.

increasing quantities of ore and cencen-
trates are passing through our port en
route for smelting and refining in San
Francisco, and whilst other B.C. ores
are makipg from this coast to Everett
and Tacoma, that there should be such
want of confidence en the part of Brisish
capitalists in the Vancouyer district us s
suitable smelting centre. Ore, lime and
other fluxes, coke, water power and
cheap ocean transit are all here avail-
able. The nefghborhood of Vancouver
has {n several respects graat avantages
over Seattle, where the early establish-
ment of a smelter seema not unlikely.
We say **neighborhood of Vancouver”
for the smelter should certsinly be out-
side the city limits, yet within so short a
radiua as to make the industry tributary
to our city and port.

THE UNITED STATES MINERAL
OUTPUT OF 1896.

The Engineering and Mining Journal of
New York bas just issued a8 most valu-
able—because carefully compiled —re-
turn of the mineral outputof the United
States for lass year. The return is val-
uable, terse and notable also by reason
of the suggdestive sidelights which it
throws on some of the mining possibil-
ftles of our own province.

Taking, first, a glance at the respec-
tive total values of the last two years,
it is séen that the aggregate worth of
the mineral output of the United States
in 1896 reached the larger sum of $706,-
015,411, a consalderable increase on the
respective total of 1805, which came to
682,065,118, It is also noticoable that
for the larger proportionate increase of
values is shown by the metals, which
rose from a worth of $244,200,167 in
1895 to one of 255,985,229 last year.

Among the non-metals, also found on
British Columbia, it i{s noticeable that
the value of alum ore produced fell from
$3,537,000 in 1895 to $2,331,000 in 1896.
an imménse decrease which suggests
that the mining of alum, of which large
deposits exist in the Harrison lake dis-
trict of our own province, I8 not likely
10 prove profitable. ‘The figures. infact,
bearjout a statement recently made to a
Vapconver correspondent by Messrs.
Teter Speuce & Co., Manchester, Eng-
Jand, perbaps the largest alum refiners
in the world. They aver that, speaking
generally, there isclittle commercial
value in natural alum deposits, as the

and cheaply obtiained as u by-product of

gas works.
Nor {2 the miniug of anthmony of

much value, as the Unfted States output
of 1605 was worth only $37,905, and fell
in 1996 to $4,750. "fhe unthracite coal
output of the States meunwhilo rose
from 280,250,625 to $88,105.837, but that
of the bituminous cual tell from $}23,-
877,058 to 8115.827,513, and that of can-
nel coal from S191,304 to $146,4588. Coke
also fel in value from $19,018,276 to
$17,267,401.
could not be vory cloxely estimated, was

i
The output of lim®, which :
stationery. and Is computed as reprc-f
senting a value of about $§30,000,000,
Mica was little produced, and in worth
amounted to $38,356 in 1895 and to §46,-
116 in 1896, and rooling slate fell last
year from a value of $2,494,213 to one of
82,260,862,

Among the metals the copper ontpur
rose hugely, from 386,453,850 to 467,822,-
973 pounds, and in \’:llll(: from 346,616,
300 to 849,729,582, The gold yield ad-
vanced from 2,265,612 ounces to 2,837,-
965 ounces, and in value from $46,830,-
200 to §58,660,637: whilst the output of
pig iron fell from S103,632,343 to 391,-
577,601,  Lead from
156,854 tons to 174,792 tons, and in ag-
gregate value from $10,132,738 to §10,-
381,843; whilst platinum advanced from
150 to 200 tons, and from a worth of
$2,250 to ¥2,800. This meagro outpuy of I
platinum recalls the fact that in a
twelvemonth, not long distant, our plat-

meanwhile  rose

fnmn deposits of the Similkameen and ,
Tulomeen produced a modest vilue of

£1,500, or vet more than half last year's
total output of the United States in that
metal. Buat it would appear from recent
negative results that little is to be en-
pected from the platinum depusits of the |
Tulomeen and Similkamesn, which have

‘oeon d’isapnnlnting recently by produc-
ing litigation rather than yielding cither
much gold or a minimum of platinum,
What very little platinum is produced |
in the States is extracted in the coarse

gold bullion refining at San Francisco
and wholly derived from the ores of Cal-
ifornia.

The Amerlean supply of quicksilver,
meanwhile, fell slightly fn amount and
value, but 33,180 flasks were Produced
in California, worth §1,226,660. ‘This is
of interest to us, as it Is claimed that
our province possesses at Savouas the
only cinnabar or quicksilver yivlding
mine in the British Empire, but at this

It is also noteworthy that the Unit. g
States yield of zine diminished stighty !
in quantity last year, but rose in value, ‘
the output of 77,637 twns belng  wortl
F6,074,210. Itis, however, stated tha
far more could be raised were not the ,
demand Jimited and new uses required
for the motal.  lence there §s wo grea
encouragement afforded for the develop.
ment of our British Columbla zine de. 7
posits, moreover,
found up to the present of low grade. .

Lastiy, it is noticeable that despite
the depreciation due to Qemonetization %3

which  have, beey

the United States output of silver ros i
irom a worth of £30,234.206 to a valm *
of 337,725,178, a 1act proving what, of .
course, all well-informed wen kuow, that

stlver-bearing ores as rich as are vas i

i
numbers in this province are well worth }
working, notwithstanding the pl'c:m.t{
widening rule of old, { ;

THE KICK OF KOOTENAY fUNING |
FEN, '

The Kootenay mining wmen, lately i
council assembled, have registered many
protests, some of which are well found.
ed, notably those agatnst undue land
grantg to rallrond promoters, agafnst
the tax on cordwood and the 85 tax on
the ordinary miner, who does not seek
prospector's richts. There are, how.
ever, two sides to  the question whether
mining machinery should or should nut
be admitted free.  Mining machinery of
a kind not made at all or not made well
and zheaply in Canada should bs admit-
ted free, but a strictly moderawdy duty
should for a time be pretained on such
mwachinery as Canadian makers can well
provide. ‘The Americans get, heaven
knows, profit enough from Canadas
mines and mining, and there is no rea-
son why their home industrialists should
be allowed, by their iuferual system of
highly capitalised combines, to eru
out, as they wounld do uuder absoiute
free trade, Canadian engineering und
machine making concerns. The United
States fiscal policy is hoggish and must ¢}
at times be resented accordingly. A li-
tle more cgive and take, live and 't
live by the men of tho States wou'd
benelit both our own and the neighbor §
nation.

It is better for Canada to pay tempor- f
arily to some extent—with a view to ul- |
timate industrial gain ~by means of re.
enne duties, that are also Incidentai.y
protective to & siight extent, than by a
system of free imports—not free trade -
to play, in the end, into- the -hauds f
American monopolist combines.  Thes, |
more than any other organization fn t. o §
world, fllustrate tne adage that a cor-

J— ~ «




