
B. C. MININ CRITIC.

increaslng quantities of ore and concen-
trates are passing through our port en

route for smelting and refining lin San
Francisco, and whilst other B.C. ores
are making from this coast to Everett
and Tacona, that there sboufid be such
want of confidence en the part of British
capitalists in the %1ancouvor district as a
suitable smelting centre. Ore. lime and
other duies, coke, water power and
cbeap ocean transit are aIl here avail-

able. The neighborhood of Vancouver
bas lin several respects great a,'vantages
over Seattle, where the early establish-
ment of a amelter seemsr îlot iunlikely.
We say *neighborhood of Vancouver"
for the melter shotUld certainly be out-

side the cit7 limits, yet wlthin so short a
radius as te make the Industry tributary
to our city and port.

THE UNITED STATES MJNERAL
OUTPUT oF 1896.

The Engineering and Mining Journal of

Nete York bas lest Issued a niost valu-

able-because carefuilly compiled -re-

turn of the minerai outputof the United

States for last year. The return ls val-
nable, terse and notable also by reason
of the suggestive sidelights which it
tbrows on some of the mining possibil-
Mîles of our own province.

Taking, first, a glance at the respec-
tive total values of the fast two vears,
It is sden that the aggregate worth of
the minerai output of the United States
int 1896 reached the larger sum of $706,-

015,411, a considerable increase on the
respective total of 1895, which came to
3682,065,118. It Is also noticeable that
for the larger proportlonate increase of
values% t shown by the metals, which
rose from a worth of 3244,290,167 ln

1895 to orie of $255,985,229 last year.

Among the non-metals, also found on
British Columbia, IL ls noticeable that
the value of alum Ore produced feli from

$3,537,000 In 1895 to 82,331,000 in 1806.
an Imménse decrease which suggests
that the niining of alum, of which large
deposits exist In the Harrison lake dis-
trict of our own province, Is not likely
to prove profitable. The figures, in fact,

bear.out a statement recently made to a
Vanconver correspondent by Messrs.
Pleter Spence & Co., Manchester, Eng-

land, perbaps the largest alum refiners
ln the world. They aver that, speaking
generally, there Is'.clittle commercial
value ln natural alum deposits, as the

and cheaply obtained as a by-product of

gas works.
Nor is the inliig of an.thnUonty of

lunch valli, as th' Lited itates output

of I1I95 was worth only $37,905, and fell

lit PAU to $4,750. The anthraeite coal

outpuît of the States meloatwhîile rose
front 880,250,125 to $88,105.837, bu t that

of the bitulîinous coal tell froîm Sn .-
877,958 to 8115.87,813, and that of eau-
net coal frot $191,04 to $146.488. Coke

also fe fin value froi S19,08,276 to

317,267,401. Thuei output of lilop wictih

could nlot be very closely estiîmateI, was

stationîery. and Is couIIIted as relire-

senting a value of about $30,00,000.
3ica was little produced, and in Worth

amîounted to l38,350 In 1895 and to 41;,-
116 in 1896, and rooling slatu fell hist

year front a value of 82,494,213 to one of

82,260,8t2.

Anong thef metals the copper output
rose hugely, fron 386,453.850 to 467,822,-

973 pourds, and in Value front $40 16,-
300 to $49,729,582. Tihe gold yield ad-

vanc-ed frontm 2.265,612 ounces to 2,837,-

965 onnies, and li value fron $46,830,-

200 to 858,660,637: witlst the onttput of

pig trou fell fron S103,632,543 to 91,-

577,601. Lead mneanwhile rose fromt

156,854 tons to 174,792 tons, and ii ag-

gregate valne from.t $10,132,748 to $10,-
381,843; wlilst lilatmimlinu advanced from

150 to 200 tons, and fron a worth of
$2,250 to 12,8001. This meagro output of

platlituni recalls the fact that in a

twelvemonthti, îlot long distant. our plat-

Inun deposits of the Siîiikameen and

Tulomeei produced a mîodest value of

q1,500, or Vet more thianha larst yar's
total output of the lnited States in that

metal. Bill It would appear fron recent

negative results that little is to ho ox-

pected from the platinum deposits of the

Tulomeen and sinilkaneeini, whiicl have

'oeen disappolnting recently by praduc-

ing litigation rather thal yleiding cither 1

much gold or a minimmin of platinumif.

Vhat very littie platinun is produced

in the States Is extracted< m the coarse

gold bulilonr relining at Sai Francisco

and wholly derlved fron the ores of Cal-

ifornia.

The Amerlan sulply of quicksilver,
neanwhile, feil slightly lin aniatint and

value, but 33,180 llaslks wero eroduced

ln California, worth $1,226,660. This Is

of Interest to us, as It is claimed that

our province possesses at Savoinas the

onily cinnabar or quicksilver ylelding

mine in the British Empire, but at this,

IL is also iotewortly that the iUniti.
States yield of z in diliniiisl(d slighitly
In quantity last year, b lit rose lu ':lh,

the ouitpîit o)f 77.637 tonts beig' i worilh
$6,074,219. It is, howev<tVer, stated th il
far more could be raised were not tih
deiand limited and iiew uises req il I
for the mlletal. lieniee there is noti grieat.
encouragemt ent afforded for the developi.
ien t of our British Coluimibla zinc d.

posits, whilel have, mnoreo ver. bli
found ilp to the present of low grade.

Lastly, it is noticeable t.iat despie'.
the depreciation duîte to dleiolnletizationt

the United states output of silver' ro-
front a worth of $0,54296 to a valu
of .ý37,725.17$, a ract proving what, oif
course, all vell-inforned mîen iiov, tliît
sIlver-bea ring ores as rich as a r. Vust
nuîimbers ini tis province are vell wortl
workling, nîotwithistanîîdinig the prrelt

widening rule of uold.

THE KICK OF KOOTENAY rliNIN* j
riEN.

'te lootenlay intiing inen, laitely .
conniIll asseibled, have registered miiany
protests, some of which are vell found.
ed, notalbly thos atainst uudue latd
grants to rallroad proioters, aganinst
the tax ont cordwood and the $5 tax oni
the ordinary iiiier, wlo dioes lot seek
prospetor's r~ihts. There are, how-
ever, two sides to the question wiethîer
mniing iachinery shouîld or should not
be adiîîtted free. 31lning mîîac:hinîery of
a kind îlot mtade at ail or îlot made weli
and ::ht'aply ini Canada should boi admit.
ted free, but a strletly ioderat3 duty
shouild for a time be retained o011 suih
mrachinery as Canadian niakers cati Vi0
provide. Thte Amnericaus get, heavenl
knîows, profit enough fron Canada\T
mines and iiiniiiitg, and there is no rea-
soin why their hom instrits shuld
be allowed, by tleir infernal systemi .'f
Iligilty rapitalised combines, to cru h
out, as they wouîld do ntider absolute
frec trade, Canadlan engineering atid
imiachinle maskliig concerns. The Unitd l
States liseal policy is hlogglsh and in,î't
at times be resenîted accordingly. A lt-
tie more -give- and take, live and I t
livi" by the mien of the States wonrl
benefit both our' own and the nîeiglibur
nation.

It Is botter for Canada to paytmpotr-
arily to sote extent-with a view to Li'
timnate inidutriLI gain -by ireanàs uf rt 
ennle duties, that are also linctjenlta.ý
protective to a slight extent, titan by a
systet of frec imports-not frec trade -
to play, in the end, into- the -bauds -if
Amercat monîopollst .combies.. Thee,
more than anîy other organti,.atlion in t. i
world, illustrate tuo adage'that' a cor-


