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DUELLING. DEFERRED ITEMS.

The following address from the Archdeacon and From American Papers.

Clergy of the city of Bath hasbeen presented to Lord
Powgzscourt, inyrel‘crenco to his prncent duel with| _ BISHOP HOBART.

Mr. Roebuck, to which his lordship bas returncd the; Bishop Doane of New Jerscy, in a late address, pays
answer subjoined:— ‘the following beautiful tribute to the memory of this dis-

w To the Right Hon. Lovd Viscoun! Powerscourt. | tingmshed prelate.—Ed.

*“The Archdeacon and Clergy of the city of Bath; g me, the visit to Auburn was fraught with
beg very respectfully to expross'll’lenr Jeep regret feelings that can never die. It was in that Church,
that, by a recent duel, your lordship's sanction should ¢ 1y beloved friend and spiritual father, Bishop
have been given to a practice so injuriousto the best fov- b for the last time preached the Gospel of
interests of saciety, at variance with the laws of the salvatio’n, and broke the bread of life ; and from an

THE PASTORAL OFFICE.

to persons among us, is not an absolute, undefined,
and unaccountable thing but it is limited as to places,
persons, and duties ;—they ave to teach the peop'e
conumitted to their charge.”” The universal Church
ig the spouse of Christ ; but each individual minis-
ter’s is lus own parish or cure. When all act in
conformity with the rules of one harmonious system,
not interfering with, but encouraging and ewulating
ane another, the whole body beng fitly joined toge-
ther, and compacted by that which every joint sup-
plieth, according to the effectual working in the mea-
sure of every part, maketh increase of the body, un-
to the edifying ofutselfl in love.— Bp. Bloomfield.

Our arproacuing Coxvestion.—~The annual meet-
ng of this body will be held in St. Paul’s Church
on Wednesdity and Thursday, the 19th and 20th 1nst.
The clergy ot the several pavishes, with their lay de-
legates, on their arrival in his city, are requested to
report themselves at the bookstore of C. Stimpson,
Jr., 106 Washington street, where they will find di-
rections to the lodgings which may be assigned them
by our committee of vigilance,— Christian Wilness.

For the Colontal Churchman.
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IRREGULAR MARRIAGES.

Bt

Messrs. Editors,

I have long been surprised that some notice has
not been taken of the irregularity with which marni-
ages are performed, (solemnized it cannot be called)
in various parts of the country. The law is openly
and fearlessly violated by those who ought to know
better, and who do know better; but 1 have not yet
heard of Her Majesty’s Attorney Geaeral enfarcing
the penalty of the statute against any of the offending

arties. It is too common to sce persons within
the forbidden degrees united in matrimony (so call-
ed) by the self-styled ministers ofthe land, (for I am
happy in the belief that to the Clergy of the Church
no such stigma can apply.)—I could myself name
many instances in which widowers have been umited
tu the sisters of their departed wives,and men and wo-
men married while their wives or husbands were
yet alive.—And as to publication of Banns, the law
which so properly requires this to be done on *¢ three
several Sundays or honuays™ seemsto be considered
a dead letter by Roman Catholic Priests, and manv
Dissenting ministers. Numerous instances might be
mentioned in which the former have married parties
without any publication at all, and the latter with
something not much more to the purpose—such
as publishing them three times on one Sunday—

The solemn wnrds of exlortation and promise

of the petson to be arda’ed priest, says, *Take thou au-
thority to preach the word of God, and to mmnister the
tholy sastaments, in the congregation where thou shalt e
Jawluily appointed thereunio,?

land, and in direct violation of the precepts of' thei upper chamber” in that sweet and rural Parsonage,
Gospel. W h every feeling of regard and courtesv,’ ent spirit passed from earth to heaven, |
' t at s feet, as rochial Minister ; and
2 vlew, 1t may be, to continue to your lordship their*had sal,n us jcet, as my parochl ! >
support, without the compromise of principle, the, I had loved him as few men are
. : . ; d. I hadenjoyed his confidence and friend-
representative, and themselves, to offer this decided ever love adenjoye '
expression of their sentiments, aud in so doing they:) -4 mingled my tears with those of our whole Com-
‘ i his unlooked for, and, for us, untimely
future be ensbled to manifest that exalted moral cour-, 1UNIoOR ¢ his unlooke ened ! y
age which, in the mattes of duelling, can set 2 pond of love, now sanctified b sorrow, such as
h istis indulge for those who go befo
mg, whenever u fit occasion may be presented, your Christians may indulg & Lo
regrot that, in your own person, the -anction of jo.i1 bed stood, and sat where he had met, and, in
, " . A the strength of the Guspel for which he lived and
given to a practice which the wise and good have. 3.4 "Lad overcome the king of terrors

: "died, : i .

on such just grounds so often and so reasonably: .. - scene, a holy hour ; and if some natural tears!
. ] -ere not the tokens of a sorro
* Bath, Wednesday, 24th April, 1839.” were shed, they were no Ny
his own age, merely. Indeed, it may be justly said
* Fenerable Mr. Archdeacon and Rev. Genllemen, |y 12001 before his a)ge. His n;pid intg’lleci‘ anlicipat’
you have done me the honour to address to me, and: .y his far.reaching spirit could not but foresee,
which I received this morning, cannot be more fu"y'his fervent nature could not but proclaim, when it
it with all the respect due to the Ch“r.‘:)ct". and 83~} 04" The time hos come already, when those who
cred office of those who have subscribed it. Asit) ;1404 then, admit the accuracy of his prospective
few days past from certain of my cornstituents, and; . %" o incinles for which he lived. a
the answer that I gave tothat sddress spplies equally spirit. ‘The principles fo ! ived, and for
to this, 1 shall make use of it also upon this occasion. | 4 have carried forward, through the blessing of]
Far from imputiog any want of courtesy or any "’P"ltheir divine and holy Author, the Church, in whose
to subscribe their names to this address, I feel that;his sanguine nature could not have anticipated. It
#was inspired by a sense of Christian duty, “hmh'iis but the beginning of triumph. 4 Evangelical truth
it is, mingled with kind feelings towards myself, 1 i Increasing milli in th
sheuld still, ¥ trust, appreciate as it deserves. Myfcreasmg miliions. _Increasing milliens, in_the sges
. ting honour, as a devoted preacher of the Cruss, a
mith that expressed in your address, and this 1 haw#dainlless champion of the Ié-hnrch of Jesus Christ.”
no hesitation in confessing, although I am aware that
ing, by my conduct on the occasion to which you
reler, given you reason fo doubt (be sincenty of; which aite given and required vpon sdmission into
appareut justice of that charge, and can only seply;ile ¢ ¢ ) ey ent
m that spunst of konest candour which your positon, outline of the duties of the Christian ministry, have,
especial reference to the constitution of our national
me, s0 amply merit at my hands. The law of public, “Ht! T .
opmion—the most influextial of the laws of men, and; Particular charge, and defines the limits of his pasto-
ral exertion.* This territorial division of a great
young man vho, when: either challenged or publcly, ¢ |
msulted, shrinks from a duel, to that scorn and con- the land, from each of which the sound of the Gospel
ad I confess that 1 bave been deficient in ¢ that Fendets it easy to lay down certain rules fo?lhe “"i“
exclted moral courage’ whach, 1n this instance, could;form dification ofthe Church ; and prevents the
world and the sneers of my associate.. ithe desultory labours of a vague and itinerant minis
resentment, 1 trast, had no irfluence on my conduct; try- It is'by 'a comscientious observance of those
3 o B
ed, that,1f I had acted otherwise on that occasion himsell to carry on the work entrusted to him by
than ¥ didy [ must have been placed in this predica-,

] P p well-being of that Church, that all its clergy should
the practice or to vindicste myselffrom an act nhich, bave clearand accurate notions of their duties, with
I candudly confess, my judgment and conscience reference, A

s, upon all, toset forward the cause of piety and vir-!
and ever will be my constant wish to stand on such tu¢ by 2l the meaws in their power, but to the par-
graund of moral elevation,tirat-as my conscience and, went of their separate parochial charzes. ©The
may alnays reccive the approbution of those whase; €are of souls,” says Bishop Stillirgflect, ¢ committed
wcred cffice bso hizhly respect, and whose personal,™
row have the honour to sign. myself their obedient,
bumble servant, * PoWERSCOURT,

X S 202 his {ery
and in & spiri. far removed from dictation, and wnh‘l"8 :
‘as my Bishop, been confirmed by him, and admitted
h p AR th orders.
undersigned have felt it to be due to religion, their 2 bath orders
ship to the full measure of my beart’s content. 1]
would cherich the hope that your lordship may in
‘death, Yecars had not weakened in my heort the
nought the corrupt practice of the world by proclaim-
them to their rest. And now I stood where his
rank, position, and of character, should have been!
It was a
united to condemn,
without hope. Bishop Hobart was not the man of
“The impression produced by the letter whichi oy 40" goduetions of other men’s experience ; and
conveyed than in the assurance that I have rece‘"d*concerned the peace and honour of the Church of
1sin substance the same as one which I received 8‘eye, and_honour his intrepid and uncompromising
lwhich be laboured, with all the powers of his great
nt of dictation to those who have felt it their dutyl o, ioohe died, to a point of elevation which even
even if it were unt, as I have every reason to believe| . 1 apostolic_ order,” isto be the watchword of in-
v - X . Y ill hold the name of Hobart in i .
own opinion upon the subject of duelling coincides yet to come, will hold the name of Hobart in increas
by so doing, I'lay myself open to the charge of hav-
this expression of my sentuments. J must admit the .
y 1 'the order of priest-hood, while they presenta geneml;
33 well as the kind feeling which you evince towards) ; t ]
Church, which assigns to every clergyman his own
100 often more so than the law of God-—consigns a : . N
. ‘ Ehicly, Christian country,this appointment of fixed stations in'
= . . " . - - . ‘
tempt which the imputation of cowardice entails ;,May be heard inthe voice of authorized instruction,
tlove have enabled me to despisa the scoffs of the Confusion and waut of unity, which wou'd result from
Personal!
but I felt, from the opinion of many whom I-consalt- Tbles, that every clergyman has distinctly pledged
the Chyvch; and it is of the last importance to the
ment. I donot, however, urge this either to justity
net merely to the obligation incumbent
must condemn. I can ooly say further, thatit i
ticular methads prescribed to them for the manage-
judgment respond to the sentiments, so my conduct, 8
thatacter k so sincercly esteem, as thase to whom 1
"* London, May &, 1833.”

*The bishop, upon delivering the Bible into the hands*

|

or at some weck.day prayer meeting. Indeed [’
could name cases, and those too in a denomination
somewhat more regular than others, of mnusters-
themselves being in "such haste to wear the sitken
chains, that they have been published twice on une
Sunday, and the third and last time of askmne was
when they stood up beside their Brides! Are such

ymarriages legal, when thus performed in violation ot

the law? Andif not, why is not the penalty of that
law enfurced? It is obvious that the whole intention
of the law, which was, by giving the prescribed pub-
licity, to prevent improper marriages, may be de-
feated by irregularities like these. And 1 ceuld
name instances of gricvous aflliction entailed upon.
familics,by this shameful disregard of thelaws of the
land on the part of those who exereise the ministerial
office.

I cannot suppose that in-every case, ignorance ot
the law will be pleaded, but if that plea should be
advauced, it is Ligh time that such ignorance should
give place to knowledge.

The Roman Catholic Priesthood isundet a Bisnop
who vught to see that his clergy do not act asaf they
were above the laws ef their country.  And the other
offending denominations have their Associations or
District Chairmen, who would do well to issue a cir-
cular ineluding an extract from the Law respecting
martiages, for the future government of thesw nunis.
ters.  1f this be not done, T certainly hope her Ma-
jesty’s Crown Oflicers may take up a matter in
which the interests of Religion and Morality, and
the happiness of our people are so deeply concerned,
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