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His strongest
unbroken continuance of conscious identity notwith.
standing the change of our bodily frame by the flux of its component
particles, and in spite of sleep and fits of insensibility, Byt the flux of
particles or the suspension of consciousness by sleep or a fainting fit is
a different thing from total dissolution, such as takes place when the
body lies mouldering in the grave. Besides, the phenomenon is common
to us with brutes ; and the objection that this or any other of Butler's
arguments would apply as well to brutes as to man is not be evaded by
calling it invidious, The great thinker woald perhaps have seen this more

acting apart from the bodily sense,
Of the two great thinkers of antiquity,
future life, for which this present life was but a training, and in 4 future

state of rewards and punishments, Hig arguments, put into the mouth
of Socrates, who is about to die, come to us in the mo

Plato believed intensely in g

of abstract ideas, They are base

d on the erroneous conception of the
soul as an entity distinet from th

e body and imprisoned in it, so that, at
least in the case of one who hag kept his soul pure and healthy by philo.
sophy and asceticism, death would be emancipation, The soul, Plato
thinks, cannot be affected by diseases of the body, but only by its own
diseases, ignorance and vice. An evidence of more weight Practically
than any of the metaphysical arguments adduced by the disciple of Soc.-

seemed evil ; and he found support for righteousness in the convietion

that, though the righteous man might suffer obloquy,
“en a painful and snameful death in this life,
in the sum of things. If there is a soul of the
“mmunion in any way with the soul of man,
likely to be at least no mere hallucination,

Persecution, and
it would be well for him
universe, and if jt holds
such a belief would seem
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