THES CANADA CHRISTIAN MONTHLY.

301

tha politics and the governments of
Europe are disturbed by that ons ques-
tion. There have bzen three cresh
developments of thisreligions guestion.
The first in the O1d World was when
the Church became subject to the
State and to the Roman emperor ; the
next, when the State became subject
to the Church under the Pope; and
then the Reformation, bringing ahout
the union of Church and State: and
we, in the providence of God, born of
sach an ancestry, have been thrown
for in advance, and now the problem
-is on our hands of the entire separa-
tion of Church and State, and the
Church at the same tirae undertaking
to begirt the State and to iunfuse
Christian principles into the Steis.
Now, what has been done? It is not
strange that intelligent men who visit
us are amazed. We are amazed our-
selves at what Grod has done in this re-
gard—what has been done by a chureh
that has no aid whatsoever from the
State, which lesires nothing but just
to be let alone, with an opportunity of
developing itself. And here we have
for the Srst time o Chureh perfectly
free and independent, with a virgin
scil inviting its progress and its en-

And then, whot great results have
been accomplished by the power of as-
sogigtion! Behold these assoolated -
-churches = Behold these united hearts
and hands in the great work of evan-
gelizing “this country, and extending
out from this country into all the
world! If you go to the Fxposition
at Philzdelphia, you will see in one of
the art galleries the copy of a picture "
from Itoly, which represents that old
heathen legend of .the daughter nurs-
ing her imprisoned father through the
bars of his cell, the emaciated form,
and the dauvghter giving out of her
own hosom the current of life to hira
from whom she sprang. And so this
young Church is undertaking to re-
suscitate these old emaciated churches,
and to implant the mstitutions of the
Gospel in the 01& World, the New re-
acfing upon the Old. And howmuch
have we oceasion to be thankful {o
God for this day, in view of what he
has done in our country by EHome
Missious, 2nd to the world by Foreign
Missions. . a

‘All this is just the beginning, and
not the end, There is a brighter day
coming. Ifisoarreligion that teachss
it. These faces are bright like those

trance, and the power of achievement , that are accustomed to look at the

under God is implanted in the hearts
of God's own people. VWhat has been

\

suprise. I do not say that the
stream before us is all smooth. I

done ? Behold wondrous things ! We | have no right to say there are no grave
invite our foreign friends to come aad | questions hefore us in the fature, no
walk about our palaces, and see these | rocks, no breahers. I cannot say that
churches and these schools, these col- | thers is no'liou or scorpion or tortoise
leges, these seminaries, these hospi- , or bear in the Zodise; but I know
tals, which have sprung like verdure | that the sun will keep its path as God
and flowers in the path of the sun as , intended it. We need not give onz-

ouwr population hes bzen advencing
from East to West. )

There ace those living to-day, and
present here, who remember thet
when Homs Micsionaries were spoken
of, referencs was had to the Mohawk
Valley end the shores of Loke Erde,
end when, in foet, Bufialo was

" forther from Boston ond New York

then California is from us to-day.

selves to speculation. We believe in
the promises of tho God of that old
Bille which our fathers carried io
their knapsacksin the Revolutionary
wer, which is ths hosis of ouv institu-
tions. We believe in the teoching of
thot Book that the kingdoms of this
world ave oil to bzeozms the Idngdoms
of our Loxd Jesms Ohrist; thot He
shell come down like rxin om the



