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New Lanark, Scotland, who, at that time, boasted of having rend fire
hours per day for jrty years, visited the United States, to dissciinatc
infidel principles. Rehgion, matrimony, and private property, were
his trin:y of evils To extinguish from the mind the idea of a God
and a future state ; to abolish the sacredness of the matrimonial con
tract; to make worse than animals the nihole human fanily-to induce
all to form one connunity, so far as property was concerned, was what
the well disciplimed mmd of Robert Owen deternined on accomplish-
ing. Christianity was in his road ; lie could not proceed only upon
its ruins. He, therefore, cliallenged the clergy to meet him in a pub
lie deb ite-he affirming that all religions werefalse ! Whether it was
considered unfashtiontable by the clergy to prove their own principles in
the presence of an opponent who had the privilege ofreplying; con
tempt of Mr. Owen, or fear of discomfiture, it is not for us to deter.
nine ; but certain it is that his challenge had been publisled in several
newspapers more than seven years before it was accepted. During
this time lie purciiased a fine tract of land in Indiana, commenced the
settlement of the town of " New larmony," and laid out the city of
" Mental Independence." Itnfidehty went forward w,ith rapid stride.
But a man was found in the person of Alexander Campbell, who rea
dily accepted :iis chalikge, and in defence of the truth took his stand
as a man, convincet. that the truth would sustain Iimu. In a discus
sion of ciglt or nine days, he not only exploded the whole "so
cial system," but lias given to the public a triumphant refutation of
every system of scepticism, and lias showed to the world the perma-
nent basis on whiich the Christian's hopes are based !

Had Alexander Campbell been silent, in the course of a few yearsthe
tables of the American Congress would doubtiess have groaned under
the petitions to the governmerat for aid to stop the progress of "sw
cialism !" But no, so conpletely did Mr. Owen feel his defeat,
that within a short time lie bid farewell to America, and gave up the
prospect of making Atheists of Americans, and turned his face againt3
the land of his forefatliers. It is scarcely necessary to add, for the in
formation of you, my friends, wlio reside im the Britisli Prmxines, that
during the few years since, in wlhich Mr. On eu has labored in Brita
ha lias been presented to ler Majesty, and boasts of two hundrd
publie advocates for the abolition of religion, matrimony, and privatep
perty !! And what are England's lorded Bishops doing ? Why' pre-
senting petitions to parlaient to put a stop to the progress of sociahlm!
Soon we expect to lcar that Mr. Owen is endeavuring to inducetf
people to think that lie is a persecut-d man-that no person is ablett
meet him in tIe fair field of open cicounter. The inhabitants of Er
tam are too enlghtened to permit any person, howcver base, to be*
crificed at the stake for lus rehgious er irreligious views. Wliat the.
will he the result of parliainentary opposition, and his cry of perse
tion i The procurng of fiends to Mr. Owen, no doubt, and the com
quent dissemination of infidelity.

We ask then, friends aud bredren, no aId from secular poucrà
the dissemination of truth. The pure Gospel wil " vin its widen .


