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nanco has roised himself into his accidental position by his
transcendant ability, and the “balo® of a war sorvice carried
out in thojdays of weapons now obsolete, but his post is more
political than regimental, and his proclivitics and antcoedent
views havo hitherto coincided with thoso of the Director of
Artillery and the appointmeut of safe men on the grand old
R, A. principlo that “ony change was to be doprecated.”
But, after all, theso things are o necessity in all military
officialism in constitational countrics,  Military improvement
is thought to mean money expenditure, thercfore, safe, slow
men ore sclected to offer the necessary obstruction until it is
found the acoumulation costs more to clear off than the pro-
gressiveness of a live man at tho kead of a Dopartment.

——————— I~ ey

Sir Frederick Roberts.

Goneral Sir Fraderlck 8. Roberts, V.C,, G.C.B,, Royal Artillery,
wag present yostorday nfternoon ata grand concert given in tho
Recrention Rooms, Royal Artlilery Barracks, Woolwich, by the
Royul Artillery band, and met with a most enthusiastic reception.

T.art evoning tho gallant officor wns prosont at a banguet given
in his honor by the officors of the Royal Artillery, ln thelr mess-
reom, Woolwloh, Licutenant-Uenoral John Turnos, C.B., com-
mu;n;l::x:_\lté?r‘tho dfstrlot, presided, and tho guest of the ovoning sat

' 3

‘Tho tonsts of ¢ Her Majosty tho Queen,” and *“Tho Princo and
(l"rl‘nc!al:w of \(\’?nlel and thorest of the Roysl Family,” having been

uiy honored,

sENRIRAL TURNER said he rose to_proposo tho toast of the even-
tng. He wascommanded by H. R H. tho Duke of Cambridge, as
cilonel of Ltho regiment, to say how glud ho should havo been to
have beenn ablo to take the chufr that evening, but, ns thoy all
hnow, ho was with tho Princo of Wales it Sandringhsin, to cole-
Lryo tho anniversary of tho birth of Her Royal Highness the
Princoss ; theduty, therefore,devolved upon him.

Sttt FREDKRIOKR ﬁonznrs, who was for some timo kept sflent by
upplause, suid 1t was with great prido taat ho found himself the
hunored guest at the head-quarters of the regiment in which he
L gan bils soldior's caroer 29 yonrsn%o. (Chuors.) Inthatold mess-
hoase, 80 long associated with tho history of tho regiment. sur-
suunded by 40 many of his prothor ofticers, ho folt at homo, and he
might say a fow words without reserve respecting thelr especinl
Lranch of tho service. Theo cnmgnlgn tn Afghanistan was romark-
4Ll fur the fuct that he, an Arutlleryman, hold o high and regpon-
rihlo army command 3 but ho wag glad to say that he was not the
vuly Arutlory ofticor in that posttion. (Hear, hear.) Heconrratula-
tel the o glment on 8o many 0fits reprosontatives being employed
in dutles beyond the regiment ; and if the verdict of the Army and
Lo Lutnibry was in favor of thetr conduot, ho hoped that oppor-
tunities would be found in thoe future for thelr 8UCCOSS0rS tO aNplro
1 and quitify themselves for high and responsible commands. In
vawantiualbling the officers of the corgs who baddistinguished thome
seives, he reforred to 8ir Michacl Biddulph asone of the first to
rench Candahar and the Helmand, and to Major-General Hillg,
who, after performingdelicate and troublesume dutles as Governor
of t Wul, w43 sclocted to command a division in Afghanistan.
#7110 0l Arbathnot, whoso a potatiacat as Deputy-Adjutunt-Gon-
o 21 of Royal Artlhory had affwrded much satisfaction, held an
oucrous and diflicult position on tho line of communication, and
broved au nble and efctent commander. Liout.-Colunel éhup-
man was sonlor oficer of thae Army Statrunder Sir Donald Stowurt
durin s the march from Candahar to Cabul, and accompanied hiin
(toneeal Roborts) in the same capacity from Cabul to Candahar
(chaerr) ; and in Major Prety man asaido-de-camp he had a vatued

.end, ugon whosoe tact and judgment he could alwvays rely.
Among thas<e who had achicvnd honor more especially in connex-
1w with the regiment ho enumerated Msajor-Generat Aloxander
Lindasny, Colonel Johnson, Colonel William Stiriing, Cng;nln Pip-
on, Licutonant-Colonel 8ydney Parry, dlajor 8trJohn Campbell,
Cap aln Siade, and others, with aspecial tribute to the merlts of
eich ; and in speaking of those whiom theymourned asdcad, he
»ud that Major Blackwood and the whole of the officors, non-com-
missioned ovtlicers and mon of his battery, in the hour of defeat
and 1n tho mnost trying clrcumstances, bravely upheld the credit
of the regimont. (Cheers.) Ho testified not only o tho bravery,
but to the irtoproachablo behavior of atl ranks throughoutthe
cumpign. Amongthose thoy mourned wore Captain Kelso snd
Tiov onant Maclaino, 80 oruelly cut off in his promisjng career
C «ptain Bhafto, and, he added, Quartor-Afaster Scrgoeant N ansfield
«  the Horse Artillory, who performoed tho duty of Provost st
t“1hu!, and who was one of tho steady, reilablc, non-commissioned
olleors who wore the pride of tho Army, Alu)scthcr who regiment
hatwell muintained tho choracter which the Gunnors had earned
 yeus past whilo Aghting for their 8overelgn gnd tholr country,
1o had - poken too long, for o soldior's speech should be short, and
h» would conolude by oxpressing his regard for the rcglmen ond
thanking Goeneoral Turnor and hig brother officers for tie gratify-
1z wuelcomo thoy had glvon blm to Woolwich. (Loud cheers,)

Thoe return of General 8ir F. Roberts from the scene of his recent
»ur cesn0s lands, not unnazurnlg, to an invostigation ofthe theory
ro commonly aceeptod, that officers of Artillery and Englneers aro
asilt Lo bold Important commandsin the ficld, Whilst the grln~
¢ plo basboen tacitly approved by many, nono have, we botlove,
evineed Suflleiont conrage or honosty to placo on record tho hypo-
thesis which led tothe assumption uf this fallacy.

It B, Of course, the most slementary truism of military solence
that infantry 18 tho mnlns?rlng of tho ighting machine, and that
other uras uro morsly auxiitluries. Bot wlhitlst conocding readily
this axlom, wo must, at tho ocutsol clatm o certain cquelity for
the sraps thus sct aside. Wo are anxious to discover thio process

of olimination by which the opponents of tho Ordnanco Corps ro-
movo thom from constderation, and grant to tho cavalry nspecles
of sccond place vorglnP, 50 far o8 tho question of tho fitness of ity
officors for command {8 concorned, on cquallty. Regarding the
officors of the Armyjin tho abstract, wo ¢cannot at thooutset discern
any matorlal differonce In tho atamp of youug meu prascuting
thomselves ns candidates for ndmission to Bandharst aid \ool-
wioli, or atriving to slido into thoBorvice, ns it wore, by thonowly-
Invonted factifs descensus of tho Milltin.  Any differenco which may
oxist tonds natnrally as regards education soinowhat in favour of
the candidates for Woolwich, wheroas theso youths, judging from
statistion of the running-path and tho cricket field, aroin no mark-
od dogreo inforfor to stamina or physiquo, A scrutiny of tho cur-
riculum followdd at Woolwich or Mandhurst does not, in our
opinion, tend to dlgctose nny inhoront disability for the exerolsc of
command gonornted or fostered in the alumnl of the Ruyol dijts
tary Acandomy.

Pussing next intoo consideration of tho conditfons oxisting in
the service, wo arrivoat tho first position tending in any degreo to
support tho case ofthose who would exoclude alllkco tho **gunner®
and tho ‘¢ sappor !’ from commnndsin tho tlold.

Regarding first cho caso of the Englncorg, wo find tho ofiflcors of
thia corps t0o often placed at o disadvantage ng regards tho acqul-
sition of o praotical knowledge of tho art »f war.  Many of them
from tholr high sclentifioattainmontaaro tempted by high salaries
toturn thelr backs for a timeoe on goldiering proper, nnd to porform
tho functionsof vartous important borthsin semi-civiiomptoy, for
whichthioy are specinily quatifted  Othors, agnin, aroeven in tho
performancoof thoir military dutios toooften lsolatcd and remove
ed from nny,é)osslblllt y of intercourse and association with other
arme of tho Sorvice. This stato of affuirs 14, howaever, intermit.
tent, and we havo no hositation in afiirming that tho carly
training of Woolwlich, strongly supplemented by the oxhaus.
tive studies, practical as well as theorotical, carried on at tho
School of Mllitary Enginecring, implants in theoflicor of this arm
o substratum of gonernsl military knowledgo, which very lttio
Emct!co will always bring to the surfaco. Ay rogards a leaning or

108 with respect to tho use of troops of any arm, wo defy tho most
bitter opponents (and thore are such) of the Royal Engineers to
show anythingin the conditions of early tralning or subsequont
servico of officors of this cloth conducive to niendonoy on thelr
part togivo unduc prominonce in a strategical or taoctical sonse to
nx'zly one arn: of tho Sorvice.

'ho artillerist, unltke the comrado of hiscadot life, 13 not, as o
rulo, separnted from Intercourse with thoso of othot branches of
the Bervico, but thero ie porhngs. much in tho naturo of his work
torender him nspccluusi and It may, with somo show of justice,
bo urged that he mlliht, tfontrusted with command, display a ten-
doncy to mako too lavish a use of his especlal weapon,® and to
relegate the infantiry at his disposal to n subordinate part quite
out of keeping with the immensoe power dorived by them from tho
use of the modern smaljarm.

In strong opposition to this singlo argumont we ur{zo the advan-
tage acoruing to a general who {3 acquainted with tho exact pow-
orsand fallings of an arm which, though onl{ nuxliliary, has of
Inte ycars played such o prominent part in thoeinajority of cam-
Kalgus. And furthor, it {8 patent that the ncquisition of o general

nowledgo of the functions and capabilitios of anifnntry isin tho
roach of most carnest studentsof tho art of war, whoroeas the study
of artillory, however closcly pursucd in theory, confers no prac-
tical knowledge to the student of tho real powors and failings of
tho arm. Tho instances of generals whoso cariior yenrs were passs
cd In tho infantry, who on assumption of command displased &
total disregard of thoir artillery, could be cited freel he e aro
fow cases Of artillery oommnndcrs to_investtgato, but wo o not
think it can fafrly bo urged that their disponitions have disprayed
any gross ignorance of the general principles Involved In tho a0
of the dominant arm.

Perhaps the greatest stain on tho stralghtforward manliness of
the oficers of the British army 18 tho unfortunate but too paipable
Jealousy they havo shown of tho old ordnance corps in the attempt
to bolstor up the theory that such officers ars not fit for the com-
maond of all arms, It 1s perfectly woll known that gareleon artil-
lery are infantry in bluo coats in addition to being gunnors, and
that o fisld or horseo artllleryman hastolearn alicavalry drillsand
duties ; Indeed, the cflectual command a fiold battery, which is in
itself an often fndependent, tactical unit necessitates tho hablitual
exoroise of tho tactical qualifications of a General, and yet when a
comploto revolution in the weapons and conditions of war was
first discovercd to the British nation, the want of seiontific milita-
ary cducation among tho ofticers ontrusted with commands, iL was
found necessary to ¢stablish the StarCollege. Tho only toxt-book
on the modorn art of war that oexisted in tho English languago had
to bo written by an Artillery officer, Col. Hamley, who also may
bo sald to havo formed tho Staff College, since which ho has boen
carefully excluded from any army command. Tho 8tarr College
wae ot first said to bocompetitive for all arms, but hasonly taught
to officors hetween 25 and 40 what Woolwich eadets learn at 16, it
was naturally found at tho first cxamination that the first half of
tho 116t wero Engincer and Art{llery oflicers. These corps wore at
onco 80 heavily handicapped as to bo practically oxcluded from
army staffemploy. Those who did force thomselves through in
spitc of tho rostrictions against thelr entry wore always thrust
back into regimental or gunnory omploy, to the exclusion of thoir
better qualified brother ofticers who had made gunnery thelr spe-
clality, By the way what was taught of that artat tho Staff Col.
lege, was taught by a Royal Englncer, a gunnory instructor or
professor of artillory has nover beon sanoctioncd as part of tho in.
astruotional atafr at tho Staff College.

sAn artiilery (doncral has shown how to disponse ontirely with
his own ar, wheeled artldiery, when nccessity preseribed such

f course,




