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The part ivhich a village pastor is called upon to play requires
both head and hecart, for the relation between shepherd and :flock
is liere very différent from. the conventional footing on which
clergy and laity stand with regard tn eaeh other in town life.

Ntonly the past-r to be chosen, but also his wife is carefully
scrutinized, and her qualifications for the patriarchal position she
bas to occupy critically examined into; for if the clergyman is
termed by his fiock cithe honoura bie fathei;" so is she designated
as ccthe virtucus mother."

An orphaned c-ngregation must have a new pastor, the flock
cannot be suffered to, reniain
long without a shepherd;
and this is the topie. whichi
is being diseussed with
much warmth at an assem-
blage of village eiders. On
the i-'hite-decked table are
standing dishes of bread
and cheese, fianked by large
tankards of wine. The first
glass bas just been emptied
to the memory of the dead
pastor, and now the second

__ glass will be drunk to tlie
ie-alth of bis yet unknowvii

successor. These rnctings
preceding the election of a
new shepherd are often long
and stornly; for when Clie
wvine bas taken effect and

onREL L PUS:L I... loosened the tongues, the
THE BLACK CHURCH, different candidates who

KRONSTADT. miglit be taken into con-
sideration are passed in re-

view, and extolled in mucli heat, or abused wvith broad sarcasmn.
One man is rejected on account of an irnpediment in bis speech,
and another because lie is known to be unmarried; a, third one,
who might do well enough for any other parish, cannot be chosen
here because- bis old parents are natives of the village; for it is a
true thougli a hard word which says that ino one ean be, a prophet
in bis o-wn country. One man who ventures to suggest the vicar
of a neighbouring village, is informed that no blackcr traitor
exists on the face of the earth; and anotlîer, wbo describes his
pet candidate as an ideat clergyman, with the figure of a Hercules
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