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aiicin to tLat whicli distinguishes to-
day our Mystery of Frcemasonry.
Tho "1tombie" literature of Egypt con-
elusively proves that the earliest faith
of its people included a simple belief
i the Divine unity. Dr. Oshoru

says that tlieir reverence not only ex-
cluded images from their temples, but
even sculptures both of gods aiid kings.
Their faitti was putre, simple, majestic.
EveD in later times the liymns in
honor of Amon, Renouf tells us, are
full of expressions closely approaching
the language of monotheisni. Amon
was the hiddcn deity. Ris prieats
went so far as to eall himi the Spirit,
-tho mysterious soul that is 1{imself
creator of Ris own dread -night."
Amnon-Ra, the deity worshiped at
Thebes, Tiele says, was "«the eombodi-
ment of the loftiest and purest religious
conception ever reached by the Egyp-
tians.", Ra wvas the Sun-god-the e-x-
pressed image of Divinity; but Amon,
or Amon-Ra, ivas the pure spirituial
essence, -the scuiptor of ail men,"
-who was represented, ini Ris various
manifestations of power, by the cloud
of deities worshiped at different epochs
and places in Egypt. There was thus
at the samoe tinie înonotheism. and
polytheism. prevailing in Egypt. The
ignorant masses Nvere polytheists, but
the initiatos of the Ancient Mysteries
wero pure monotheists. They wor-
shiped the uincreateci, liidden Onîe, at
the saine time outwardly endeavoring
to recoucilo their ideas of the unity
and spirituality of Godl with the inul-
tiplicity of Ris manifestations. Most
Vigorously dia thcy hold to the truth I
that mind origiinated the universe, and
that the thlîiking r;art of mali lives on
after the death of lus body. Our dis-
tingtishod l3rother, the late Dr Cru-
cifix, evon maintained that the Eg,,yp-
tian priesthood, who were connected
-with the Ancient Mysteries, inventedl
-hieroglypbics and symbols to preserve
-their occuit mysteries for their own
initiates, at a time when to openly
teacli the triith would have perilled
life. We believe, with Emerson, that
4% good symbol is a missionary to

convince thousands:' The Egyptians.
hadl the All-seeing. E ye to represent
Deity; a lighted lamp, the soul; a ris-
ing star, the new birth; a feather,.
truth; a aiiell, the resprrection; an
nrn, the cup of immortality; the
beetle, regeneration; the triangle,
three in one, trinity ini unity; and the
triple lau, or cruu ansata, immortal
life. WVlat a wealth of symbolism,
and liow powerftul and noble its teacli-
m"1! Who would deridz tlue Ancient,
Mysteries, the once pure religions
faith of Egypt, after knowledge of
these facts? Whuo wvould thoughtless-
ly deny ail connection between Free-
nIasonry and the Ancient Mysteries?

THE OTHER SIDE.

THE ANCIENT ACcEPTED S00TTIS]H RITE.
Tho resuscitation of the Sap. Gr..

Connil for the United States of
.America, their Territories and De.
pendencies, has been a fruitful theme
for discussion among the merubers of
the Masonie fraternity for the last
year past, but for the want of current
information many have fornied erro-
neous opinions and have in conse-
quence made many and great mis-
takes. In order to correct these
errors, anid for the benefit of all
brethren who may feel interested in
the subject, the following explanation
is given.

The Sup. Gr. Council for the
United States of America, their Ter-
ritories and Dependencies, is not a
Cce Council" as many bave sup-
posed. It was originally established
on October 28, 1807, by the Ill. Bro.
Joseph Cerneau, under authority de-
rived from the Grand Orient of
France, and bas hadl an uninter-
rupted and unbrok,,n existence of
over seventy years, with the exception
of a period of four years, commencing,
in 1828, on accoant of the Anti-
Masonic excitement, and reviving
again in 18392 under the Count St.
Liaurent and fI. Bro. lElias Hicks-.


