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r HE advent of Canna Austria nîarked
an important cra in the culture of

~Lthese senîi-tropical plants, whichi
are now considered so, essential to every
lawn. The foreteiig of its glory im-
pressed mne favorably, hience a fine specinien
wvas duly installed in a promnent, bed in niy
garden. Soniewlhere I hiad read th.at the
variety "did best in poor soul." This I did
not in the least believe, for I hiad had long,
and intimiate acquaintancc -with cannas of
niany kinds, and hiad fully demionstrated
their abiIity of appropriating for personlal
gylorification the desirable elemients in the
richest andi strongcst soil whichi the ingenu-
itv of mnan could concoct. Consequently I
expected to break ali previous records of the
new acquisition.

Cow mianure was li' erally spread over the
bedand the soil forkud over and thrown out.
Just what the excavation wvas filled wvith I
positivclv refuse to tell. Ilowever, thec re-
servoir was to serve as bzank account for the
plant to draw from later on. The soul was
tiien thrown back and the bcd grot in shape.
Ail w~ent wcll for a whiie. Fine frcshi
leaves unrollcd r.apidly, but aftcr a littie thcy
blanchced strangcly, turncd brown and with-
crcd.

" Drcch it with plain straighit %vater,"
wvas thec advicc gimie, but of no avail. The
roots liad struck the rescrvoir, ana dcluging,
the soul onIy chokcd theili with a bigre
drink. 'My " euter picce" ', as facetiously
commeuntced ou. The moots w\crc lifted in
thic fali, and as thicy w'eie sound, but not
v-igorous, %verc cnsconced in a io-iiucl pot,
givcn iiidiffcrcnt soil and placed in a sunny
bay window. Liquid fcrtilizcrs wvcrc duti-
fully pasd ou to or prctiec.annas,

nevertheless notlîing but leaves resulted;
tlîeje were good to, look at, and' i\Iadaili
Crozy and Cen de Miribel made up ail defi-
ciency of bloonm, sliowing what a canna
slîould and could do indoors iii midwinter.

Last spring- I cut down the stalks and di-
vided the root growtlî into tlîirds; twvo (if
tiiese ivere rcpotted iii ordiinary soul and a
moderate allowance of Iiquid fertilizer given
occa§ionally, but out of door pot culture was
no more fruitful than tlîat indoors, in fact
the foliage wvas less luXuriant, owing to the
miore rapid evaporation of nîoisture in die
open air. The tlîird section wvas located ii
the poorest vein of soul rny garden could fur-
nisli; soine water wvas of course given, but
assurcdly the subject was not " fusscd with.-
As a resuit thercof there stands in that us-
ually barren spot a robust plant stretchiing
its glorious spikes if cîcar yelloîv to a lîeighit
of six feet. Individuai flowers nicasure fui-
ly six inches across, and the larger petals are
fully two iuches %vide. Obviously Canna
Austria is a lawv unto itself, a fact denion-
strated at the expenîsc of a little persoual
conceit.

A duarf canna (Nellie Bowden) grrowing
close by, louked quite like a smal edition 'If
its ',lilV-fiowcrcd " superior. It is the only
canna ivhichi niglit properly be called
clainty Iooking, and it is that, iu leaf anîd
flomwcr, as botlî arc smnall. trim and sIender.
Thec color is a little deeper ycllow and lacks
the clear trausparency of petal; tue two
-snîail-st petals are stained witli rcd uîuch
dIccpcr than thc faint dots of Austria. This
is also a free bloomecr out of doors, but lia,-
itevcr donic anyitliugi indoors. The extrenir

heglît thus far attaiiied us 38 inclhcs.-Amnc'
.Igriciltirist.


