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TOPICS FOR THE WEEK
Getting Fruit to Market. 1L

In our issue for October gth we spohe sumewhat
strongly of the necessity of some sort of action be
ing taken to secure a better means than what sces
now available, for getting our choice fruits to
market. From what we have since seen and heard
we believe that we spoke not a whit tou strungly
We are told upon guod authurity that su far from
overstating the case, we understated it Grapes
are suld in Toronto this autumn at one cent alh,
basket free.  Peaches were to be had in the St
Catharines distnict all season at § vents a basket,
if one would but gather them  Plums have been
left on the trees because they could not be picked
ard sold at a profit. Currants, lovely red currants,
plump and large as chetries, have been left to dry
on the bushes, because it would not pay the owner
to gather them. And yet in hundreds of com
munities throughout all Canada, all these fruits
have been scarce and dear.  lLast year it was the
same with apples.  Through lack of micans for
selling and distributing, in the nidst of plenty the
grower is impoverished and the consumer goes
unfed.

If Canada were a thickly populated country
things might perhaps be different  But our country
i1s sparsely scttled , our centres of pupulation are far
apart, our fruit arcas the most part lie close to the
national boundary line , and trade is restricted ex
cept in one or twou directions, and difficult in any
directio..  The Niagara acd St. Catharines fruit
growers are practically dependent upun the Ham
ilton and Toronto markets , though sume shipping
is dove, also, to Montreal.  These markets are
soon overstocked, and there scems to he no mach
inery by which sales can be easily extended to
other districts.  Middlemen and express agents
have things all their own way when any rapid mouve
ment of a big crop is required, and the producer
has to put up with what he can get

Just now we are hearing a good deal abou: the
Canadian fruit-grower not packing his fruit pro-
perly.  If a consignment of fruit to England goes
wrong for lack of proper transportation service, the
whole blame is laid upon the grower and packer.
If a carload of fruit for Winnipeg takes too long
on the way and is spoiled for lack of ventilatiun
and proper refrigeration, it is the packing again
that is given the fault. Now there mav be some
truth in this criticism. The packing may not be
what it ought to be. But the whole business of
marketing fruit is unorganized and lacks direction.

The selling, the packing, the shipping, s all done
wdividually and i a bhurry. Where there should
be cu vperation there i1s competition. Where there
should beorderly methods there is confusion, Where
thure should be a united front made against the
demands of middlemen and transportation cum
panies, every producer is trying to get ahead of
every other. Where the mwost carefully planned
and most cffective action s necessary 10 order to
get the fruit surplus well distibuted into every
part ut the country, and nut heaped up in g un-
wieldy stocks in one or two ues, everything is
lett to the nuddlemen, who have other inteiosts to
lovk after, and who in any case cannet expand
their business suddenly to meet sudden expansions
in the supply.  As aresult of all this a bug crop is
abuut as undesirable a thing as a fruit grower can
well wish for.

Now what 1s the remedy for this ewill? It s
evident that the ewil 1s a senious one, and that
sumcthing ought to Le dune to meet . But
what shall be done?

We wish it to be understood that we are not
decrying nuddlemen  and transportauon agenis.
These no doubt are acting honorably and effic
ently. The fault that the fruit grower does not
get better resuits dves not he with them.  But at
must be remembered that these men act always in
their own aterests , and that their interests and
thuse of the fruit grower are not identical , 1n fact
they are often vpposed.  But what we are decry-
ing 15 a system which leaves the whole business of
the sale and distnbution of fruit 1o the hands of
the middlemen and tanspurtation agents to do as
they please with t. ¢ matters Littie to them how
low priced the sales of the retailers are. They get
their profit per pound, and their rate per pound, no
matter what the net result to the pruducer may be.

The remedy for the evil lies in two directions,
On the one hand there must be co operatiun on
the part of the growers , on the other, there must
Le supervision, instruction, and direction on the
patt of the government. In these directions, .od
in these alone, does the remedy lie.

The growers must co vperate to secure uniformity
of grading, proper packing, the control of the out-
put, the making of terms with the middlemen, the
making of terms with the transportation  agents,
the advertising of their goods in cases of great sur
plus, the securing of sales at points 1n the country
other than the large cines, the secuning of better
railway transport facilities, the opening up of mar-
kets m distant puints ike Winnipeg, Quebec, St.
Johu, Halifax, ctc., the obtaining of better ocean
transport, the secuning a hold on the British mar-
Ket, etc, ete. Just as the farmers of the country
have couperated to make cheese production a
success, just as they are now co-operating to make
Lutter making a success, so must the fruit-growers
covperate—not merely to produce fruit (they
know how to du that now)—but to sell it, to pack
it, 1o grade it, to ship it, to transport it, and w
get guod prnices for at.

The part of the government n this matter, (we
are speaking now of the Dominion Guvernment)
is (1) to be efficient and active in promoting this
co vperation, (2) to undertake a sysiem of super-
vision ard durection, by which ail necessary -
struction as to picking, packing, shipping, etc.,
can be given, and by which the necessary help in
opening up new markets, in securing better trans-
portation facilities, in advertising the condition of
the fruit crop to prospecuve buyers, etc., etc.,
can be efficiently rendered.

The work of the government should, of course,
be largely educational and advisory.  Every care
should he taken not to interfere with private nights

or the natural course of trade.  But if 4 govern-
ment officer, say the secretary of the Fruit Grow-
ers’ Association, appointed for the purpose, shei.ld
for five or six months in the year employ tus
time wholly in studying the probabulities of the
fruit supply and demand, in endeavonng to find
out what the exact requirements are for transport
ation over long distances and n unfavorable
weather, 1n anstructing growers as to the best
means of meeting these requirements, in ex
p! nting new markets with tral shipments, e,
in publishing 10 fruit growers  the  conditivns
under which trade could be done in these new
markets, 1 publishing also where it will do muost
goud, the condition of the fiuit supply and demand
when the crops are needing to Le moved —if we
say such an ofhcer could spend his ume fur five or
six months in the year, in such ways as these,
and 1n other ways thac would occur to hum, or be
suggested to him by the expeniznce of gruwers,
buyers, etc., would not a very great beaelit accruc
to all concerned?  Undoubtedly so.

And all this effort could go usefully and effici-
cutly on without encroaching on the nghts ot
middlemen, transportation companies, cte., cte,
1n the shghbtest.  But if 1t shvrdd be found that the
middlemen'’s profits wereexcessive, orihat the trans
portauon faciiies were deficient, or were not suit
able o the preservauon of the fruit tansported, or
were tou high priced, then how easy would ot be
for such an offivial —having  the backing o1 the
whole fruit growing aterest behind b, having
also the moral support of the government behind
him  to bnng public upinion o bear on the mat
ter, and have the evil redressed.

The yuestivn 15> an important one.  None an
be more so. The well being of a great industry
of the country 15 10 jeopardy for lack of suine
such acuon as the une here vuthined.  Lor years
we have been encouraging people to go mto fiuit
growing, and have at great cost heen nstructing
them how to grow fruit productively and cconum-
ically, what rarieties to cultivate, what svancues
o avuid, and so un. All that end of the work has
been done and done well. The other end is now
to by taken up —the seling end, the tade and
commerce end.  This is an affuir of the Dominion
Government. It lies within the scope ot ther
action.  We trust they will recugnize thar respon-
sibility and act accurdingly.

Intensive Farming.

The farnung of the future will be snufcnsize farm
ing. It will mean the apphicauon of brains and
saience, of encrgy and skilly to farm work 1o a de-
gree now scarcely dicamed of.  As the pupulation
of the world grows bigger, the demand tor foud-
stuffs will, of course, increase with equai pace.
But for many years wheat and other bread grains,
common beef and mution, and the cheaper surts
of foods generaily, will be cheaply raised in coun-
tries where labor and land are cheap, and 1he
Canadianfarmer, the Amencan farmer, and the Eng
l.sh farmer, whose labor and land are both rela-
tively high puced, will oot be able 10 meet their
competiion.  Farmers, thercfore, i Enghsh-
speaking countries, must take to other branches of
the business than the raising of wheat and low
priced cattle and sheep.  The farming of the fu
ture, so far as these countnes are concerned, must
be devoted to the raising of products in which
foreign competition is small ot impossible.

We have as yet but htie intensive farming n
Canada, or even on this conunent. Oue reason
for this has been that our country has been new
and growing, and farmers for years were able to
sell at good profits everytung they raised.  Thia



