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Kvuc foi- the Itcacher.-This lesson is designed to show low read-
ing, spelling, composition, grainnar, and stuîdy lessorts can be con-
contrated inîto one subject, one study preparing the otlhers. The
language lessons of the Third Reader class should b, on the wvhole,
the sane. But word-analysis should be added. lI the clasm of the
Fourth Reader the study of syionyis, the forms of composition,
and the properties of style slotuld be added ; in the Fifth leader
class, biuograpiîeal notes of the autthors should prepare for the study
of English Literature. Geographical, scientific, and literary notes
shuuld accoipanîy the lessot n lenel ur nctessary tu a complete un_
derstanding of the lesson.-C. FALK, i N. C. Joinral of Education.

ENGLISH SPELLING.

Sooner or later the inovniemnt in favor of reforming our Englisl
Spelling is sure to find a certain anount of support anongst the
teachers, aad as one sign of the approach of the comning agitation
it is interesting to note that somte educational journals in the

United States are giving up to it a portion of their space. At the
recent Social Science Congress held at Saratoga, the Rev. H. L.
Wayland of Philadelphia indulged in some very strong language
on the subject, Aniongst other things lie said :

" If it were nroposed to introduce such a svstem. we should cry out
in amazed, indignant horror: nothing mrkeo it tolerable for an instant.
save the fact that we vere born into it. and that we had become vonted
to all thegse atrocities leforc we hadi sufie.ent pow-er of reason to uncler-
stand low monstrous they are. Consider the harni to the child's mind,
to his reasoning nowet-rs. We say to hin ' Here is this letter ; it lias
this sound. this force.' But he then finds it is purelv a matter of chance
whether it has this snund, or something entirely different. * * It is
because the child's moral nature has great staying powers that it is not
whollv rerverted. We say: 'Final e, when sUent. makes the -owel of
the syllable lone.' S0 the child says. ' b.a-d-e. hade,' and w-e say, 'no;
tlhat is had.' The child says ' deflimte.' and we say. 'Oh no : that i:
defilit.' Silent e is a lie. Trith may lie at the bottom of a well; but
it certainly does not lie in the primer."

The word '-i-g-h-t, Mr. Wayland says, "is a fraud ; out of the
five letters compnsng it only one has the sound that properly bu-
longs to it." The Aneic-an Journal of Ediucation quotes, in a
recent issue, the following passage fromn "'The Caxtons," by the
late Lord Lytton :

.'A more lvn,. roniid.aboit. nuzzle-lieaded delusion than that by
wlih ne coifouan.1 the Jear iîtellect of truth in our spelbrg. was never
coneneted hv the father o-f falsehool. Unw cpn a svateim of education
flourish that heîins hv o mnstroxis a falschood, which the sense cf
hcaring suflices te contradict?"

A comparison of such opiions with those expressad by Professor
Meikleylhn. mn lis " Problen of Teachng to Read,' and with the
view-s of Professor Max -Muller and other emmnent philologists will
serve to show that the defects nf ouri Enligsh alphabet and thel
anomalies of otr Enghish spellmez continue their existence in the
face of a strong and growgnz desire te reniove them. Tho question
how far teachers should fai in with any movement mn this direction
is an important one. No such movement can ever become a com-
plote success without their aid, and sooner or later they will find

admit of it. Somte would carry this reformi much further thanî
others are willing to do, but in principle and method they are at
one. To thtis class beloiged Dr. Webster w-lio, liowever, was ahead
of his time as an orthograpliual purist.

The seconl class of spolbng reformers emîbraces those who wislh
to retain our prisent alphabet and add to it new characters enougli
te mako it perfect. It ms evident that these have undertaken a
inuch heavier contract thtan tlcir fellow--eforners of the first-claes.
The introduction of new letters to the nuinber of fron fifteen te
twenty ,auses the coimontest wurds te tako on a foreign look,
which must prove an obstacle in the way of the advocates of this
method.

The third clasa includes those who secek te diapense altogether
with the present defective alphabet, and substituta a new one
which woild combine the quality of simplicity of form with that
of constancy in the use of the letters. They argue that if w-e are
to go at all beyond the scheine of refori possible within the limits
of our present alphabet, it is unwise to stop short of such a com-
plete measure as would be impossible without a totally new set of
marks to represent spoken sounds. They allege that the confusion
caused by these new marks would be no greater than that caused
by necessary additions to our present alphabet, and they contend
that the nîew marks night be made very nuch more simple in form
tian those which have comie down to us froin sources somîe of which
are now of great antiquity. ,Such a new alphabet is enployed by
all shorthand writers, whether they write froin sound, as in Phono-
graphy, or use arbitrary syibols, as in the systemu called "taki-
graphîy."

This whole subject is commendea te the earnest attention of
teachers. Whether they approve of any attenpt at reforming
English Spelling or net they will derive great benefit, even in
teaching the written language as it is, fron a thorough course n
the plionetics of English and the history of the alphabet.

CHATS WITH BEGINNERS.

Assumning, my young friends, that, witlh a truc appreciation of
the respîonîsibility of your chosen profession, you have given your-
self prufessional triaig therefor, let us chat together of sone
hîttle matters that du not hold a defimnte place in the curriculum
of the best normal school.

You hiae completed the prescribed course of study for teaching,
and armtied with note-buuks and inethods, accept your first school
n ith a strung detcrminationm tu w in a nane and position anong gcod
teachers. You believe that the teacher vields a powrul iifuence
over lier pupdls, and with glistenimîg eyes and throbbmng hearts have
listened to glowing descriptiois of what the truc teacher may ac-
coniplish for a humiain sual. In the solitude of the great congrega-
tien, in the depths of your onu heart, you have registered the vow,
" 1, to., will be such a teaîcher "' Thie dreaded exaiination is

themselves compelled to take up some attitude mn the discussion- waiî ed in defercnco to your blue-ribbuned diphoma, or, w ath cour-

Those of conservative tendencies of mmd wdIl be the last to recogg ageouis leart and sound kuunledge, ycu have net and aniswered the

nize the expediency of dong anythng te simphîiy our spellmng, questions Of the town commlilttee. Perbaps ycu have leit home for

whîle the more enthnsîastic members of the profession will render the furst time, and already re;azu what otheriNvIe you wxill soon

the so-called speling reformiiers cordial assistance. In view of the Iearnî, that you are nu longer - child" but " wcmnai( forecrinoro.

coming agitation it is worth whie to at least inquire what the Ycu vill lcave ycur new boardîuîg-place fur yuur school rom, morn-

reformera propose to accomphsh. ing after morning, for weeks tu cone. Pause a moment before

Tlhey may b arranged in thrce classes. The first comprises those you place the pretty hat upon your lead.

whu scek tu correct such anomahes as may b correctel without any " The teacher shuuld bu herself n hiat she N isies her jupîls tu bu-

chuanige of alphabet. They adnit that such a ineasure of reform coum." laIc the Lar su nscat, su g4ssy antid ahiing that, though

would nut bu thuoruugh, but they contend that it lias the ment of Gd has net gri. en you beaut of faoe, yet yeu are a " vision fair tu

bei,g feasible. Words smmîmuarly prunounced slhuld, mn their view' sec I" Arc the teefti su clea ant slirîuig, that, jy-and-by lien

bu siimilarly speclled, su far as our presenut defective alphabet will iyou explain to yuur ,uiils the pleasure of louking at the inouth et


