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could carn their bread only by the interminabl®
stitch, forbade that it should be discovered in
Englund.  But all these machines, having been
inveuted and made available with us, are now
slowly making their way into England.

It is well for the American to iearn what he
profitably can from Eaglish experience in farm-
g, When we see how fast the capucity of the
land in the West is running down, how uncertain
almost all our crops are becoming; and when
we see over what obstacles of climate, and upon
the taxation of its fertility for past ages, with
what abundance all crops are raised, and with
what certainty they can be relied upon in BEng-
land—it seems to me our Western furmers cau-
leurn these lessons too soon.

There is one fact that should always be re-
membered when we think of the Euglish farmer
—the high price of agricultural products here,
and the pecessity which compels the English
farmer to make the most of his land—and that
is, s land rent. Agricultural products are vir-
tually taxed with a 1and rent, per acre frum $5
$15 per year. What proportion of cultivators
are actual land owners, T am nov yet able to
state, but I am told that most farmers are land
renters, paying to the lanlord an amount of rent
of from one to three pounds, sumetimes mauch
more, according to the avaiiable and pruductive
state of the land. Think of a farmer payin for
rent, clean cash, as much as will buy him a tarm
in Illinois, each year! As an cucouragement to
the idea of the Western farmer sometime having
& permanent market for his products in England,
he must remember, as an offset to the freight
how much English farm products are encumber,
ed by this enormous ground rent.

Now let me reproduce to the mind of the
western Farmer the picture which Eoglish cul-
tivation has produced upon my mind, from my
first appearance here, the last month in autumn,
up to the last in April—agriculture in winter,
waile in Illinois youe ground has be.n hard with
frost or covered with snow. The first surprise

is in looking out upon the face of the country

at any time in winter, to see grass aud vegeta-
tion, excepting on the trees, in a perpetual green.
This is in a latitude of 514 desrees against 42
dzzrees in Illinoss, (the latitude of Chicago,) or
nearly 700 miles farther North. Bristol geo-
graphically ranges nearly with the latitude of
the southern poiut of Hudson Bay, a lowity so
far north as to be thought worthless on the Wes-
temn contiuent for any agricultural purposes.
But on this continent, on an island surrounded
by the modifying influences of the scas and
oceans, the temperature is so mild that vegeta.
tion i3 in a semi-state of growth the year round.

Farm work is done here all through the
winter.  January is the great month for grain
sowing ; February the ground is prepared for
Toot ¢rops; March, the scason for younz vege-
tables; and, though this season is wet and back-
ward, the farmers almost despairing, gardeus

are blooming in green; the cabbage plants, ¢
liflowers, and tl%e hux’xdred and ?mg ki:nsésu:f
¢ arceny’’ making one think of Illinois Jupe,
The wheat fields are growing, yet badly affeciq
by the wet; the grass is forward, (and oh! hoy
beautifully green the fields look, and about i,
15th of April, men were mowing one of the
Bristol parks or squares, shearmyg a fleece of
green duwn about two inches in length, Iy
fields, gardens, and yards about the dwellings f
the city, flowers of all hues and degree§ of
beauty, are putting forth their captivating
appeals for admiration.  Such is the differene
of the state of seasons between the Bastern agd
Western Coutinents. I write this letternthe
latter part of Apuil; it will be read in Ilings
in the latter part of May or first of June sy
weeks later; and thus, 1t the reader £l the
picture of contrast in his mind, of what vu
are then, and what was before us six weeks pre
viously ; and what has been the scenery beFom
us the whole winter long. The ground ks
never frozen hard enough to frecze the turzip
tops, or rob the old garden crops of last fallyf
the green lifedike looks.

Perhaps sometime I may paint a pictoreof
the rural scenery of’ England—and £ill in son
of the details of fuum life, and how theyds
things here. Such a description may be insa
son at any time.

A few words as to the present state of fim
work, must suffice for this first letter.

The season has been very wet, I am told. I
judge so from the fact that it has rained almst
every day since the first of Decemberlast. O
man, buasting of the guod weuther of Januy,
said they bad fourteen fair days in the month
and that was an unparalle'led streak of god
weather, These fair days have been so uafurte
me that T have not observed them. Iraly
have no distant recoilecticn of more than fou
or five fine days, and they all occurred in Apil
As the consequence of this wet, the prospecte.
the crops has been serivusly damaged. Wo.
was pretty much stopped on land, since thefi
of March, to the middle of April. The wha
plant is rank where the land is in a highsta
now growing spindling and turning yellow fro.
excessive moisture. In consequence of ik
the farm interest took a panic, and the pricts
wheat came up, in view of the possibility of .
fuilure. Iut recently there has been & fin
able turn, a few of the good days have come
and last Sabbath, our good minister retum
devout thanks for the cessation of the rains,s
for tlie sizht once more of the smiling sun. &
yet, notwithstanding this apparent deloge, .
you muy think, I have not yet seen one bt
rainy day, raiming in carnest aud done with.
as in America—but we have an excessively»
kiud of raius, which will soak everything vk
it hardly seems .o come down in.drops. -

The whole atmosphere is in a state of »
pended superabundant moisture, Some ¥o.



