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The Paschal of ﬂ_:e Great Pinch

An episod: in the history of I'ort Niagara; being an extract
from the hitherto unknown Memoirs of the Chevalier de Tregay
Lieutenant under the Sieur de Troyes commanding at Fort Denoa.
ville (anow called Niagara) in the year of Starvation, 1687, with
Captain Desbergeres at s remote fortress from the joyful Easter
of 1688, till its abandonment. Soldier of His Excellency the Sieur
de Brissay, Marquis de Denonville, Governor aadLieut. General in
New France and humble Servvitor of His Serene 3Majesiy, Louis
X1V,

Clone into inndequate Englich by

FRANK H. SEVERANCE.

The fullowing vivid pictmie of eurly days in Fort Niagam was
nutten by M Frank Seveiance, Sectetary of the buffalo Historical bucict-_y,
and appeared i tle Buffulo Express, Apiil 18th, 1897, and by the kind per-
misston of M1, Servermicee is reprinted here. Although it owes much t, the
magimaine poncrs and the shilful pea of the wiiter it presents sach a true
preture of thut sidd yeat. the histutical setting being so stiictly accurate that
it may find a place in an historical p.unpbh.t,

It has been my lot to suffer in many fur paris of the earth;
to bleed a little and go huagry for the Kiig, to lie freezing for
fame and France—and gain nothing thercby but a destemper, but
50 it Is to be a soldier.

And I have scen trouble in my day, I have fought in
Flanders on an empty stomach and have burned my brain among
the Spaniards, ~o that T could neither fight nor run away; but of all
the heavy employment [ ever knew n.xu:ht can compare with what
Lefel in the remote parts of New IPrince, where 1 was with the
troups that the Marquis de Denonville tovk through the wilderness
into the cantons of the lroquois and afterwards muployed to build a
stockade and cabins at the mouth of the Strait of Niagara on the
east side in the way when they go a beaver hunting.  “Fort Denon
ville” the Sienr de Brissay decreed it should be called, for he held
great hopes of the service which it should do him against both the
Ivoquois and the English; but aow that hie has fallen into the dis-




