
,Ro.i7l nme(?x7îý. 4-15

deqcended the mountain carrvim, a ,;ici, of flour li-liter 1w the niiller's ýithe. Land'.-,

lioniestcaù stood on th(_ soutli-east corner of William and Barton Strcets and his farni

covered tlirce litindred acres of the vasturn part of Hamilton. Otlier hardy yeunien

tool, 111) farnlý, btside hinl. 'llie ý,urnaineý., of thu pionvt-i-, are in 1Ligl1ý,o11

Street. jack-son Strcet, Fvrguson etc., and dieir Christian naines in

janies S.rect, jolin Street, Robert Street, and the rest. Tliv quiet fields wliure tlie.-;c

Veoilluil SQ proudly took a straight furrow with tli(ýir new Ancaster plouglis. have sincf.-

y.Mded a liar%*est o.- commercial activities and ineclianical indwtrie.s. The gentle solinds

of the countrv are succetded I)v die slirieks (if rusiiiii-, loconiotixes and steanihoais: by

the thud of the steaiii-lianinier, the roar of foundries and tii(! mhir of

the cotintless pulleys that minister to the work-ers in wood. iron. hrass, copper. zinc. tin

and silver.

Parallei to the present beacli, but away at the fardier end of Burlingtoil Bay. is

an historic terrace of 4-congloiiierate," or natural concretu. It represents the ancient

lake-floor, tliotiý,li now lifted a litindred feet above flie wziter. In iSi the fide f

invasion swept over the western lro\,iiice ul, Io the %-ury foot of 1 leiglits.

It was in those an.xiotis davs that Hamilton was boni. l'lie werc not flien

deeply excavated Io recuive a railroad, nor mere they pierced by a canal. The only

access %vas over an istliiiit;s defuiiçlud bv field-works. On one side. a stonc mirrlit

liave been droppel a litindred. &cet slicer into Burlington Bay; on the otlier side, into

the deep inarsh which liad already acquired the nick-nanie of - Coote's

The fortune of Upper Canada turned on the posses'ion of this hill. Here Gencral

Vincent found a safe retreat wlien forced to withdraw froin thu Niagara frontiur. It

was froin this eyry tliat Harvey swooped down upon the Aincrican camp at Ston%

Creck. and Fitzlý-il,])oii da.,IieLl tipon the retreatin- invader., at Peav(ýr Pani. A

dangerous naval denionstration was iii.,1u against the- Ileiglit,, but ;t ignominiOu.ý,1%-

failed. So the suinnier of iSi- passed lioliefully away. But flie October winds

brou-lit froin Morav-an town the low ilio.iiiiii.e of a ý,ra\-c di--aý,tur, and tlicn Proctor

found in Burlington liciglits za wti-lcc---nie refuge

Tlie niassint, of nier and military stores dtiring the war no doabt prompted the

formation of a pern-îantfnt -,ettleiii,nt. In ý,ecrge liamilt.cil, laM mil hi, farni in

village lots. but the pcace of Glient cainif, and tlit- sti, and blisth- on liurlington Bav

expired with the watch-fires on it., lieiglits. 1-laiiiiitoii ]lad a ftituru_ but ý,lie niust bide

lier tinie. Ancaster liad tak-en an uarlv and \ igorou, tart , dit-il Dlindas had sprung

up, a still more dangeroti--ý rivai. Thé cuttin- of litirii-.i-,tc)n Canal in 1824-5 OPuiled
communication with Lake Ontario ind sectired to Hamilton in%.ý-iltiabl(- geographical

advantage,-. The y,ýar 1.;,2 was to tet whether Hamilton was simply or

pos-;;eýqsed the qualities tliat justify ambition. ')il(- nwful niglit in the siiiiiiiier. a gatint

Asiatic stalk gaoi, without undoiii-.1, boit or bar, and servud writs ç)f Habeas


